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Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo
With Lynn Vincent

Introduction: A Story That Captured Millions of
Hearts

Few books in the modern Christian publishing landscape have sparked as much conversation,
hope, and debate as Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent. Since its
release in 2010, this remarkable account of a young boy's glimpse into the afterlife has
resonated with readers around the globe, selling millions of copies and inspiring a major motion
picture. The book tells the story of Colton Burpo, a four-year-old boy who, during a life-
threatening emergency surgery, claimed to have visited heaven and returned with vivid, specific
details that astounded his family and challenged skeptics. At its heart, Heaven Is For Real By
Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent is not merely a retelling of supernatural events; it is a father's
honest and often emotional journey of coming to terms with the reality that his son had
encountered something profoundly holy. Whether you approach this book with childlike faith or
critical curiosity, its narrative power is undeniable.

The Background: Who Are Todd Burpo and Lynn
Vincent?

To understand why this book became such a phenomenon, it helps to know the people behind it.
Todd Burpo is a pastor at Crossroads Wesleyan Church in Imperial, Nebraska. He is also a
volunteer firefighter and a former businessman. His life, by his own account, was typical of a
hardworking Midwestern father until a series of crises hit his family in 2003. Todd’s son,
Colton, was diagnosed with a ruptured appendix and underwent emergency surgery. During that
procedure, Colton's heart stopped, and doctors struggled to bring him back. It was during this
medical emergency that Colton later said he left his body and entered heaven.

Lynn Vincent is an experienced writer and collaborator who has co-authored several bestsellers,
including Sarah Palin's memoir Going Rogue. Vincent brought professional narrative structure
and journalistic precision to the Burpo family's raw experiences. Her collaboration with Todd
Burpo ensured that the story remained authentic while also being accessible to a wide audience.
The pairing of a small-town pastor's compelling personal testimony with a skilled writer's craft is
one reason Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent reads so smoothly,
blending heartfelt emotion with the pacing of a well-told memoir.

The Central Story: Colton’s Journey to Heaven
and Back

The core of the book revolves around Colton's descriptions of what he saw and experienced
while his body lay on the operating table. According to the account, Colton met Jesus, saw



angels, and encountered family members he had never known, including a miscarried sister and
his great-grandfather. What makes these claims so compelling—and controversial—is the
specificity of the details. Colton described Jesus as having "blue eyes" and "shiny" robes with a
purple sash. He spoke of sitting on Jesus' lap and being surrounded by angels singing.

One of the most striking details in Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent is
Colton's description of the Holy Spirit as a "blue light" that descended from above. He also
described heaven as a place of vibrant colors, with streets of gold that "looked like you could see
through them" and gates made of giant pearls. Todd Burpo, initially skeptical and cautious,
began to ask Colton questions to test the consistency of his story. Over time, Colton offered
details that no four-year-old could have logically known—such as the fact that his father had
been singing a specific hymn in the hospital waiting room while Colton was under anesthesia.
These moments of verification form the emotional backbone of the book.

The Revelation of the Miscarried Sister

Perhaps the most emotionally charged segment of Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With
Lynn Vincent involves Colton's mention of a sister he had never met. Todd and his wife, Sonja,
had suffered a miscarriage months before Colton was born. They had never spoken of it openly
around him, yet Colton described meeting a little girl in heaven who he said was his sister. He
told his parents that she had no name because "she didn't have a name on earth," and that she ran
up to him and hugged him. For Todd and Sonja, this was a deeply healing moment that
confirmed in their hearts the reality of Colton's experience.

Seeing Jesus and the Crucifixion

Another memorable segment occurs when Colton describes seeing Jesus from the side during
the crucifixion. He explains that Jesus was nailed to a "plus sign" (the cross) and that he saw a
"rainbow horse" (likely referring to the Book of Revelation's description of a white horse).
Colton also described the crown of thorns and the wounds on Jesus' hands and feet with a
childlike simplicity that many readers find both touching and convincing. The fact that he used
the word "glow" to describe the light emanating from Jesus has become one of the most quoted
phrases from the book.

Key Themes and Spiritual Messages

Beyond the sensational accounts of heaven, Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn
Vincent presents several key themes that have resonated with readers of all backgrounds.

The Reality of God's Love

The most prominent theme is the overwhelming, unconditional love of God. Colton repeatedly
emphasizes that Jesus loves everyone, that heaven is a place of joy, and that there is no sadness
there. This message of radical love and acceptance has brought comfort to countless readers who
have experienced grief, doubt, or spiritual emptiness. Todd Burpo reflects on this in the book,
stating that Colton's experience reminded him that God is not distant or angry but is deeply
personal and loving.
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The Importance of Children in the Kingdom

Throughout the narrative, Colton's innocence and honesty serve as a model of childlike faith.
Jesus is recorded in the Gospels as saying, "Let the little children come to me," and this book
illustrates that truth in a powerful way. Colton's lack of theological training or adult bias makes
his testimony seem all the more credible to many believers. Heaven Is For Real By Todd
Burpo With Lynn Vincent suggests that sometimes the most profound truths come through the
simplest voices.

Hope for Those Who Have Lost Loved Ones

For readers who have experienced the death of a family member, especially a child or a
grandparent, this book offers a powerful dose of hope. Colton's descriptions of seeing his great-
grandfather and his miscarried sister created a vivid picture of a heaven where families are
reunited. The book does not dwell on the theology of salvation or judgment; instead, it focuses
on the relational and joyful aspects of the afterlife, making it accessible to people who may not
regularly attend church.

Critical Reception and Controversy

Despite its popularity, Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent has not been
without its critics. Some theologians and Christian leaders have expressed concern that the
book's depiction of heaven may be overly literal or even unbiblical. They warn that personal
experiences, no matter how sincere, should not be given the same weight as Scripture. Others
have questioned the accuracy of Colton's claims, suggesting that his parents or the co-writer may
have inadvertently influenced his answers over time.

There have also been more skeptical voices from the secular world. Critics argue that near-death
experiences are well-documented neurological phenomena and that Colton's descriptions could
have been shaped by cultural exposure to Christian imagery. The book's defenders, however,
point to the specific, verifiable details that Colton offered—details that no one had taught
him—as evidence that his experience was genuine. For many readers, the question of whether
Colton actually visited heaven is less important than the spiritual impact the story has had on
their lives.

Response from the Burpo Family

Todd Burpo has consistently maintained that he did not set out to write a theological treatise. He
has stated in interviews that the book is simply a testimony of what his family experienced, and
he encourages readers to weigh it against their own understanding of faith. The Burpos have also
faced the challenge of public scrutiny, with some accusing them of exploiting their son for
profit. Todd has addressed these concerns honestly, acknowledging the tension between sharing
a miraculous story and protecting his family's privacy.

The Writing and Collaborative Process

One of the strengths of this book is the way Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn
Vincent was structured for readability. Lynn Vincent’s background in journalism is evident in



the clean, straightforward prose. The narrative alternates between the medical emergency,
Colton's gradual revelations, and Todd's personal reflections. This structure keeps the story
moving at a steady pace and allows readers to experience the same sense of wonder and gradual
conviction that Todd himself experienced.

The voice of the book is distinctly Todd's—a blend of pastoral earnestness, fatherly emotion,
and down-to-earth humor. Vincent’s role was to organize the raw material into a cohesive
narrative. The result is a book that feels personal rather than ghostwritten. It is conversational,
sometimes even raw, as Todd admits his own fears and doubts about whether his son's story was
real or imagined. This authenticity is a major reason why the book has connected with so many
readers.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent has had a
lasting cultural footprint. It spent over four years on the New York Times bestseller list and has
been translated into dozens of languages. In 2014, it was adapted into a feature film starring
Greg Kinnear as Todd Burpo. The film brought the story to an even wider audience, sparking
renewed interest in near-death experiences and the afterlife.

The book has also inspired countless sermons, Bible studies, and personal testimonies. Churches
have used it as a tool for evangelism and comfort. Hospice organizations and grief counselors
have recommended it to families dealing with terminal illness or loss. Whether one views it as a
literal account or a meaningful parable, its influence on contemporary Christian culture is
undeniable.

Conclusion: A Story That Invites Reflection

In the end, Heaven Is For Real By Todd Burpo With Lynn Vincent is a book that invites
readers to ask big questions. What happens after we die? Is God truly as loving as Jesus taught?
Could a child's simple vision contain more truth than all the theological debates of the centuries?
The book does not claim to have all the answers, but it does offer a compelling, hopeful glimpse
into one family's encounter with the divine. For believers, it strengthens faith. For seekers, it
opens a door. For skeptics, it offers a story worth considering. Regardless of where you stand,
this remarkable narrative will likely stay with you long after you turn the final page.


