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Sparknotes Lord Of The
Flies Chapter 4

Unpacking the Savagery: A Deep Dive
into Lord of the Flies Chapter 4

William  Golding’s  Lord  of  the  Flies  is  a  novel  that
meticulously charts the descent of civilized boys into
primal savagery. While the early chapters establish the
fragile order of the island, it is in Chapter 4 that the
cracks in that facade begin to widen into chasms. For
students  and  literary  enthusiasts  alike,  a  thorough
understanding of this pivotal section is crucial. Many
turn to resources like Sparknotes Lord of the Flies
Chapter  4  to  grasp  the  nuanced  shifts  in  power,
symbolism, and character development. This chapter,
titled  "Painted  Faces  and  Long  Hair,"  marks  a  definite
turning  point  where  the  conflict  between
Ralph&#x2019s civilization and Jack&#x2019s instinct
for hunting comes to a violent head. By exploring the
key events, character arcs, and thematic elements of
this  chapter,  we  can  see  exactly  how  Golding
constructs  his  allegory  of  human  nature.

The Shift in Priorities: Hunting Versus



Rescue

From the very  first  pages of  the novel,  a  fundamental
tension exists between the need for rescue and the
thrill of the hunt. In Chapter 4, this tension becomes
the  central  conflict.  The  chapter  opens  with  a
description  of  the  daily  routines  on  the  island,
highlighting  how  time  and  the  environment  are
beginning to  blur  the boys’  connection to  the adult
world. The littluns, the youngest of the group, spend
their  days  consumed by mundane fears  and simple
pleasures,  largely  ignored  by  the  older  boys.  This
neglect is a critical detail; it shows the slow erosion of
responsibility.  Ralph,  the  elected  leader,  is  fixated  on
the  signal  fire,  his  primary  symbol  of  hope and return
to civilization. He understands that the fire is their only
tangible link to rescue. Meanwhile, Jack is consumed by
a singular, primal obsession: killing a pig. This chapter
demonstrates  that  Jack  no  longer  cares  about  the
signal fire as a means of rescue; instead, it has become
an obstacle to his personal desire for blood and power.
The  conflict  is  no  longer  theoretical.  It  becomes  a
physical, tangible problem when Jack’s hunters allow
the  fire  to  go  out  because  they  are  too  engrossed  in
their first successful hunt.

The Fatal Oversight: The Extinguished
Signal Fire

The most dramatic and symbolically rich event in this
chapter  is  the  extinguishing  of  the  signal  fire.  Ralph,
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Piggy, and the other boys loyal to the conch see a ship
on the horizon. Their hope soars, only to be crushed
when  they  realize  the  signal  fire  has  gone  out.  The
irony is devastating: at the precise moment a rescue
opportunity presents itself, the symbol of civilization is
absent  because  the  hunters  were  busy  fulfilling  their
savage desires. This is a critical moment highlighted in
any detailed Sparknotes Lord of the Flies Chapter
4 analysis because it represents a point of no return.
Ralph’s rage is palpable, not just because of the missed
chance, but because it  signifies a fundamental  shift  in
priorities among the group. Jack’s shame is short-lived,
quickly replaced by his joy at having killed his first pig.
He is proud, but Ralph confronts him immediately.

Ralph’s Outburst and the Fracture of Leadership

The  confrontation  between  Ralph  and  Jack  is  the
emotional core of the chapter. Ralph, for the first time,
loses  his  temper  completely.  He  accuses  Jack  of
deliberately  letting  the  fire  go  out  because  he  was
hunting.  Jack,  initially  speechless  and  feeling  a  flicker
of shame, does not apologize. Instead, he defensively
boasts about the kill. He even hits Piggy, breaking one
of  the  lenses  of  his  glasses.  This  physical  act  of
violence  against  Piggy,  the  intellectual  and  moral
compass of the group, is a direct attack on the values
of science and reason that Ralph represents. The clash
is not just a childish argument; it is a symbolic battle
between order and chaos. Ralph represents the law of
the conch, the rules of parliament, and the hope for a



future. Jack represents the law of the jungle, the joy of
the kill, and the appeal of immediate gratification. This
scene is a microcosm of the novel’s entire thematic
struggle.

Symbolism of the Hunt: The First Pig
Killing

The  successful  hunt  in  Chapter  4  is  gruesome and
ritualized. Jack and his hunters paint their faces with
clay  and  charcoal,  a  transformation  that  is  deeply
symbolic.  The paint masks their individual identities,
allowing  them  to  shed  their  English  schoolboy
inhibitions and embrace a more primitive self. As Jack
says, the paint is for "hunting, but there was something
else behind it." That "something else" is the liberation
from the constraints of civilization. The killing of the pig
is described with a frenzied, ritualistic fervor. The boys
chant "Kill  the pig! Cut her throat!  Spill  her blood!"
which becomes a tribal war cry. This is where Golding’s
allegory becomes most clear. The act of hunting is no
longer about survival; it is about a primitive bloodlust.
The pig’s head, which will later become the "Lord of the
Flies," is left on a stake as an offering to the imagined
beast. This moment plants the seed for the full-blown
savagery that will consume the island in later chapters.
When reading a summary like Sparknotes Lord of
the Flies Chapter 4, it is essential to note that this is
the  first  time  the  boys  kill  a  living  creature,  and  the
thrill  they  experience  is  intoxicating  and  corrupting.
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Character Analysis in Chapter 4

This  chapter  serves  as  a  crucible  for  the  main
characters, revealing their true natures under pressure.

Ralph: He is the tragic hero of the story. In this
chapter, we see his leadership challenged. He is
capable of great anger and frustration, but his
primary focus remains on rescue. He represents
the adult world, logic, and order. However, he is
also beginning to feel the limits of his power. He
cannot compete with the primal appeal of Jack’s
hunting tribe. Ralph’s feelings of inadequacy and
his struggle to maintain order are central to his
character arc.
Jack: Jack fully embraces his savage side in
Chapter 4. The mask of paint is his liberation. He
is charismatic, but his charisma is tied to
violence and instinct. He feels shame for only a
moment after letting the fire go out, but quickly
replaces it with pride. This shows that his
conscience is fading. He represents the id, the
primal instinct for power and gratification.
Piggy: Piggy is the intellectual. He is the one
who sees the signal fire, and he is the one who
logically points out Jack’s failure. His physical
weakness (asthma, poor eyesight, obesity)
makes him a target for Jack’s cruelty. When Jack
breaks his glasses, it is a symbolic attack on the
light of reason. Piggy is the voice of civilization
that nobody wants to hear.



Simon: While not as prominent in the action of
this chapter, Simon is the mystical, spiritual
figure. He is the one who helps Ralph build the
shelters. He is kind and solitary. He understands
the true nature of the beast (the evil within
humanity) before anyone else. In this chapter, he
is a quiet observer, representing the innate
goodness and intuition that is being drowned out
by the noise of savagery.

The Littluns: The Forgotten Victims

A significant but often overlooked aspect of  Chapter 4
is the role of the littluns. They are the youngest boys,
and they are largely neglected. They have nightmares,
they  cry,  and  they  suffer  from  "a  kind  of  insecurity."
They are the barometer of the island’s moral climate.
As the older boys grow more savage, the littluns grow
more  afraid.  They  are  the  innocent  victims  of  the
failure of leadership. Ralph struggles to comfort them,
while  Jack  ignores  them.  The  littluns  represent  the
general  populace that  is  caught  in  the  middle  of  a
power struggle. Their neglect is a strong indictment of
Jack’s leadership style,  which prioritizes hunting and
fun over the basic needs of the weak. Any thorough
Sparknotes Lord of the Flies Chapter 4 guide will
point  out  that  the  littluns  are  the  first  to  suffer  when
the social order begins to crumble.
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Thematic Threads: Civilization vs.
Savagery

The  overarching  theme  of  Lord  of  the  Flies  is  the
struggle between the impulse to live by rules and the
impulse to  live  by instinct.  Chapter  4  is  where this
struggle is fully displayed.

Order vs. Chaos: Ralph’s attempt to maintain1.
the signal fire represents order and a connection
to the outside world. Jack’s hunting represents
chaos, immediate pleasure, and a disconnect
from reality.
Loss of Innocence: The chanting of "Kill the2.
pig" is a loss of innocence. These are not just
boys playing games; they are inviting a spirit of
violence into their community. The blood on their
hands is literal and figurative.
The Nature of Evil: Golding suggests that evil is3.
not an external force (like the imagined beast)
but is inherent within humanity. The boys do not
need a monster; they are becoming the
monsters. The painted faces allow them to hide
from their own conscience.
Power and Manipulation: Jack learns that fear4.
and excitement are more powerful tools for
leadership than logic and laws. He can offer the
boys meat and the thrill of the hunt, which is
more immediately satisfying than Ralph’s talk of
rescue and responsibility.



Foreshadowing and Literary Devices

Golding uses this chapter to lay the groundwork
for the novel’s tragic conclusion. The successful
killing of the pig is a precursor to the killing of
Simon and Piggy later. The ritualistic chant is the
precursor to the savage mob mentality that will
lead to murder. The breaking of Piggy’s glasses is
a foreshadowing of the complete destruction of
rational  thought.  The heat  and the oppressive
atmosphere  of  the  island  act  as  a  catalyst,
accelerating the breakdown of civilized behavior.
The "beast" that the littluns fear begins to take
on  a  more  sinister  significance;  it  is  not  a
physical creature, but the darkness in the boys’
own  hearts.  This  use  of  psychological  realism
combined with allegory is what makes the novel
so powerful.

Why This Chapter is a Turning Point

Chapter 4 is often cited as the most important
chapter  in  the  first  half  of  the  novel.  Up  to  this
point, there was still a semblance of order. The
conch still held some power. After Chapter 4, the
balance tips. Jack is no longer ashamed of his
savagery; he is proud of it. He has his own tribe,
his own ritual, and his own goals. Ralph, though
still  the  elected  leader,  is  now  fighting  a  losing
battle. The fire going out is a literal extinction of
hope. The boys miss a real chance to go home
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because of Jack’s obsession. This is the moment
the audience begins to doubt whether rescue will
ever come. The joyous, chaotic energy of the pig
roast is a stark contrast to Ralph’s lonely vigil on
the rocks. The group is now irrevocably divided,
and  the  reader  understands  that  the  path
forward  will  be  dark  and  violent.  If  you  are
reviewing a summary like Sparknotes Lord of
the Flies Chapter 4, it is crucial to recognize
this chapter as the fulcrum on which the entire
plot balances.

Detailed Scene Analysis: The Face
Paint

One of the most iconic images in the chapter is
Jack applying the face paint. Golding describes it
in detail: "He smeared on the clay... a mask that
drew their eyes and appalled them." The mask is
liberating for Jack. It allows him to hide his shame
and embrace his id. The boys who look at him are
"appalled"  because  they  recognize  that  he  is
becoming  something  inhuman.  The  mask  is  a
symbol of anonymity. In a civilized society, you
are accountable for your actions because you are
identifiable.  With  the  mask,  Jack  is  anonymous,
even to himself. He is no longer a choirboy from
England;  he  is  a  savage  hunter.  This  is  a
profound psychological insight. The mask gives
him  permission  to  be  cruel.  It  is  a  powerful
reminder  of  how  easily  the  trappings  of



civilization can be shed when we are given an
excuse to do so.

Conclusion: The Price of Neglect

In conclusion, Chapter 4 of Lord of the Flies is a
masterclass in narrative escalation. It takes the
simmering  tensions  of  the  first  three  chapters
and  br ings  them  to  a  ro l l ing  bo i l .  The
extinguishing  of  the  signal  fire  due  to  the
hunters’  negligence is a symbolic tragedy that
marks the beginning


