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The Miracle Merchant By Saki

Unveiling the Satirical Magic of Saki: A Deep Dive
into The Miracle Merchant

In the vast and often whimsical landscape of early twentieth-century literature, few
voices are as distinctive and sharply delightful as that of Hector Hugh Munro, known to
the world by his pen name, Saki. His stories are miniature masterpieces of wit, irony,
and social commentary, often featuring precocious children, pompous adults, and the
occasional intervention of the supernatural or the absurd. Among his lesser-known yet
brilliantly  crafted works  is  The Miracle Merchant.  This  short  story,  while  not  as
famous as "The Open Window" or "Sredni Vashtar," is a perfect encapsulation of Saki's
unique talent for blending the miraculous with the mundane and the cynical with the
charming. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the plot, characters, themes,
and enduring significance of The Miracle Merchant By Saki,  uncovering why this
story remains a gem for lovers of satire and clever storytelling.

A Brief Overview of The Miracle Merchant

Published in  1911 as part  of  the collection The Chronicles  of  Clovis,  The Miracle
Merchant By Saki is a short story that revolves around the principle of supply and
demand in the most unexpected of markets:  the market for miracles.  The narrative
introduces us to a highly pragmatic and unromantic character named Blenkinthrope,
who finds himself  in a rather delicate social  and financial  predicament.  He owes a
significant sum of money to a formidable and intimidating aunt, and his prospects for
repaying her are bleak.

Desperate and cornered, Blenkinthrope stumbles upon an unconventional solution. He
recalls a peculiar acquaintance, a man named Dobson, who has a mysterious sideline.
Dobson, it turns out, is a miracle merchant. He does not perform miracles himself, but
rather, he facilitates them. He can arrange for a miracle to happen to a deserving (or, in
this  case,  undeserving)  individual  for  a  fee.  The  plot  thickens  as  Blenkinthrope
commissions a miracle to make his aunt more amenable to forgiving his debt,  with
results that are both unexpected and darkly humorous. This premise allows Saki to
explore the commodification of faith, the gullibility of the human condition, and the
absurdity of trying to control the divine through commerce.

Character Analysis in The Miracle Merchant By Saki

Blenkinthrope: The Desperate Pragmatist

Blenkinthrope serves as the perfect protagonist for Saki's satire. He is neither heroic nor
particularly  villainous;  he  is  simply  a  man trapped by  his  own poor  decisions.  His
character  represents  the  everyman  in  a  state  of  panic,  willing  to  believe  in  the
unbelievable if it offers a way out of his troubles. Saki portrays him with a blend of
sympathy and mockery.  We understand his desperation,  but we also chuckle at  his
naivety. Blenkinthrope does not turn to a miracle out of faith or spiritual need; he turns
to it because it is a transactional option. This commercialization of the sacred is a central
point of satire in The Miracle Merchant By Saki.

Dobson: The Entrepreneur of the Supernatural

Dobson is  arguably  the  most  fascinating  character  in  the  story.  He is  the  miracle
merchant himself, a man who has recognized a niche market in the spiritual economy.
Dobson is calm, businesslike, and utterly unimpressed by the metaphysical nature of his
trade.  For him, miracles are just  products.  He has a catalogue,  a price list,  and a
satisfaction-guaranteed  approach.  Saki  uses  Dobson  to  critique  the  rise  of
commercialism and the way even the most profound human experiences—faith, hope,
divine intervention—can be packaged and sold. Dobson is the ultimate pragmatist, and
his deadpan demeanor in the face of the miraculous is one of the story's greatest sources
of humor.

The Aunt: The Formidable Obstacle

The unnamed aunt in the story is a classic Saki figure: a domineering, inflexible adult
who represents the oppressive social structures that his younger or weaker characters
must navigate.  She is  the problem that needs to be solved,  and the miracle is  the
solution. Her character is less developed than Blenkinthrope or Dobson, but she serves
her  purpose  perfectly.  She  is  the  immovable  object  that  Blenkinthrope  hopes  the
irresistible force of a purchased miracle will shift.

Major Themes and Satirical Targets

The Commodification of Faith

The most prominent theme in The Miracle Merchant By Saki is the commodification
of faith. Saki masterfully skewers the idea that divine intervention can be bought and
sold like a sack of potatoes. Dobson's matter-of-fact approach to his business reduces the
miraculous to a transaction. This is a biting critique of a society that often tries to
bargain with God or fate, as well as a commentary on the commercialization of religion
itself. Saki suggests that when miracles become a commodity, they lose their spiritual
power and become just another absurdity in a world already full of them.

Appearance vs. Reality

Saki was a master of the twist, and The Miracle Merchant By Saki is no exception.
The story plays with the theme of appearance versus reality. Is the miracle real? Does
Dobson genuinely have the power to influence events through supernatural means, or is
he a clever charlatan who understands human psychology? Saki leaves this deliciously
ambiguous.  The  outcome  of  the  miracle  could  be  interpreted  as  a  genuine  divine
intervention,  a  remarkable  coincidence,  or  the  result  of  clever  manipulation.  This
ambiguity forces the reader to question their own beliefs about the nature of reality and
the power of suggestion.

The Absurdity of Social Conventions

Like many of Saki's stories, The Miracle Merchant By Saki is a critique of Edwardian
social conventions. The polite, structured world of dinners, debts, and aunts is shown to
be  fragile  and ridiculous.  Blenkinthrope's  solution  to  his  problem—hiring  a  miracle
worker—is absurd, but it is no more absurd than the social code that places him in such

a desperate situation in the first place. Saki's satire was always aimed at the rigidities
and hypocrisies of the upper classes, and this story is a fine example of that recurring
theme.

The Literary Style of Saki in The Miracle Merchant

To understand the enduring appeal  of  The Miracle Merchant By Saki,  one must
appreciate the author's distinctive literary style.  Saki's prose is characterized by its
economy, wit,  and precision. He never wastes a word. Every sentence is crafted to
deliver  a  punch,  whether  it  is  a  plot  point,  a  character  insight,  or  a  humorous
observation.

In  The  Miracle  Merchant  By  Saki,  the  dialogue  is  particularly  sharp.  The
conversations between Blenkinthrope and Dobson are masterclasses in deadpan humor.
Dobson speaks of miracles with the same tone a salesman might use to discuss insurance
policies or vacuum cleaners. This juxtaposition of the sacred and the mundane is the
engine of the story's comedy. Saki also employs a detached, ironic narrator. The narrator
does not judge the characters harshly; instead, he presents their absurd behavior with a
cool, clinical eye, allowing the reader to draw their own conclusions about the folly on
display.

Saki's use of unexpected endings is also on full display here. The resolution of the story
is not what Blenkinthrope anticipated, nor is it  what the reader expects.  This twist
ending, a hallmark of Saki's work, leaves a lingering sense of irony that stays with the
reader long after the story ends. It is a reminder that in Saki's world, the universe has a
dark and mischievous sense of humor.

Historical and Social Context

Written in the twilight of the Edwardian era, The Miracle Merchant By Saki reflects
the anxieties and changes of its time. The early 20th century was a period of great social
upheaval. The old certainties of class, religion, and empire were beginning to crumble.
The rise of secularism, the expansion of commerce, and the looming shadow of the First
World War created a sense of unease that pervaded much of the literature of the period.

Saki's work often captures this unease through satire. In The Miracle Merchant By
Saki, the very idea of purchasing a miracle reflects a world where everything, including
the spiritual, has a price. This was a direct commentary on the increasing materialism of
Edwardian  society.  Furthermore,  the  story's  skepticism  towards  authority—whether
financial (the aunt), commercial (Dobson), or divine (the miracle itself)—is a hallmark of
Saki's writing. He was a conservative in many ways, but his work often rebels against the
stupidity and cruelty of the established order.

The story can also be read as a critique of the class system. Blenkinthrope is a gentleman
down on his luck. His inability to pay his debts is not just a financial problem; it is a
social one. The miracle is not just a way to get out of debt; it is a way to maintain his
status and position in society. Saki shows how the upper classes are often trapped by
their own codes of honor and appearance, and how they will go to ridiculous lengths to
preserve their standing.

Why The Miracle Merchant By Saki Still Resonates
Today

Over  a  century  after  it  was  written,  The  Miracle  Merchant  By  Saki  remains
remarkably fresh and relevant. In an age of wellness gurus, life coaches, and self-help
programs that promise transformation for a price, the idea of a miracle merchant does
not seem so far-fetched. We live in a world where hope is often packaged and sold,
whether through motivational seminars, spiritual retreats, or online courses.

Saki's story is a timeless reminder to be skeptical of those who claim to have easy
solutions to complex problems. Dobson is a charming and articulate salesman, but his
product is questionable at best. The story encourages us to question the motives of those
who sell us hope and to be wary of the fine print. Furthermore, the story's dark humor is
as appealing today as it was in 1911. Saki's ability to find comedy in desperation and
absurdity in the mundane is a gift that continues to delight readers who are tired of
sentimental or overly earnest literature.

For fans of short fiction, The Miracle Merchant By Saki is a perfect example of how
much can be accomplished in a few pages. It is a complete narrative with fully realized
characters, a compelling plot, and a profound thematic depth. It is a story that rewards
rereading, as new layers of irony and meaning reveal themselves with each encounter.

Comparison with Other Saki Stories

The Miracle Merchant By Saki shares DNA with many of his other famous works. Like
"The Open Window," it deals with the power of storytelling and suggestion. In "The Open
Window," a young girl tells a convincing story that becomes a reality for a gullible visitor.
In The Miracle Merchant, Dobson tells a story about miracles, and that story has real-
world consequences. Both stories explore the idea that we shape our reality through our
beliefs and our narratives.

Like  "Sredni  Vashtar,"  The  Miracle  Merchant  By  Saki  involves  a  desperate
protagonist who turns to an unconventional source for salvation. In "Sredni Vashtar," a
young boy prays to a ferret god for deliverance from his oppressive guardian. In The
Miracle Merchant, Blenkinthrope prays (or, more accurately, pays) for a miracle to
deliver him from his aunt. Both stories feature a form of dark prayer that is answered in
an unexpected and ironic way. Saki was clearly fascinated by the idea of unconventional
faith and the strange gods we create for ourselves in times of need.

The Legacy of The Miracle Merchant By Saki

While The Miracle Merchant By Saki  is not his most anthologized story, it has a
devoted following among connoisseurs of  his  work.  It  has been included in several
collections of Saki's complete stories and is often cited as a prime example of his satirical
genius. The concept of a "miracle merchant" has even entered the cultural lexicon as a
term for anyone who promises miraculous results for a fee, from a shady car salesman to
a fraudulent faith healer.


