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London Oktoberfest Review

London Oktoberfest Review: A Bavarian Experience in the
Heart of the Capital

When autumn arrives and the first chill fills the air, beer lovers across the United Kingdom begin to look forward to
one of the most anticipated seasonal events of the year. While Munich remains the global epicentre of Oktoberfest,
London has carved out its own vibrant celebration that draws thousands of revellers eager to experience Bavarian
culture without leaving the country. This comprehensive London Oktoberfest review explores everything you
need to know about this popular festival, from the quality of the beer and food to the atmosphere and overall value
for money.

Oktoberfest in London has grown significantly in recent years, with multiple venues across the city hosting their
own versions of the famous German festival. Whether you are a first-time attendee or a seasoned Oktoberfest
veteran, understanding what to expect can make a considerable difference to your experience. In this detailed
London Oktoberfest review, we examine the key elements that define this celebration and help you decide if it
deserves a place on your autumn calendar.

What Is London Oktoberfest?

London Oktoberfest is a series of events held annually across the capital that aim to recreate the spirit and
traditions of the original Munich Oktoberfest. Unlike a single, centralised celebration, London's version takes
place at various venues including large beer halls, outdoor spaces, and dedicated festival grounds. The concept is
simple: bring together authentic German beers, traditional Bavarian food, live music, and a convivial atmosphere
that encourages people to raise a stein and celebrate together.

The festival typically runs from mid-September through to early October, mirroring the timing of the Munich
original. Many organisers go to great lengths to ensure authenticity, importing German beers, hiring traditional
oompah bands, and encouraging attendees to dress in lederhosen and dirndls. This London Oktoberfest review
focuses on the most prominent events and venues to give you a balanced view of what is on offer.

The Growth of Oktoberfest in London

Over the past decade, London Oktoberfest has evolved from a niche event into a mainstream attraction. The
increasing popularity of craft beer and experiential dining has contributed to its success, as has the British love
affair with German beer culture. Today, several major organisers run multiple sessions across different venues,
with some events selling out weeks in advance. This London Oktoberfest review acknowledges that the festival
has become a staple of the capital's social calendar.

Locations and Venues: Where to Experience London
Oktoberfest

One of the most striking aspects of London Oktoberfest is the variety of venues available. Each location offers a
slightly different atmosphere, so choosing the right one is essential for a memorable experience. Below are some of
the most popular venues featured in this London Oktoberfest review.

The Clapham Common Oktoberfest

Clapham Common hosts one of the largest and most popular Oktoberfest events in London. Set in a large marquee,
this venue offers a traditional beer hall atmosphere with long benches, communal tables, and a lively stage for live
music. The event typically features a selection of German beers including Paulaner, Hofbräu, and Warsteiner. This
London Oktoberfest review found that the Clapham Common venue excels in creating an authentic sense of
occasion, with attendees fully embracing the spirit of the festival.

The London Oktoberfest at the Old Truman Brewery

Located in the heart of Shoreditch, the Old Truman Brewery provides a more urban and contemporary setting for
Oktoberfest celebrations. The venue's industrial architecture contrasts with the traditional Bavarian decorations,
creating a unique fusion of old and new. This London Oktoberfest review highlights this location as particularly
popular with younger crowds and those looking for a more modern interpretation of the festival.

Kew Gardens Oktoberfest

For those seeking a more refined experience, Kew Gardens hosts an Oktoberfest event that combines beautiful
surroundings with Bavarian traditions. The festival takes place in a dedicated area within the gardens, offering a
family-friendly atmosphere. This London Oktoberfest review notes that the Kew Gardens event tends to be less
crowded and more relaxed than city centre venues, making it an excellent choice for visitors who want to enjoy the
festival at a more leisurely pace.

Other Notable Venues

Several other venues across London host Oktoberfest events, including the Oval Space in Bethnal Green, the Grand
Junction in Paddington, and various pubs and bars that run their own smaller celebrations. This London
Oktoberfest review recommends checking individual event listings for specific dates and ticket availability, as
smaller venues often sell out quickly.



The Beer and Breweries: A Central Element of London
Oktoberfest

No Oktoberfest experience is complete without excellent beer, and London's celebrations do not disappoint. Most
events feature a selection of authentic German lagers and wheat beers, often served in traditional one-litre steins.
This London Oktoberfest review examined the beer offerings at several venues to assess quality and variety.

Authentic German Imports

Many London Oktoberfest events partner with established German breweries to ensure authenticity. Paulaner,
Hofbräu München, and Augustiner are among the most common brands available. These beers are typically
imported directly from Germany, ensuring that the taste matches what you would expect at the Munich original.
This London Oktoberfest review found that the quality of the beer is generally excellent, with crisp, clean
flavours that complement the festive atmosphere.

Local Craft Beer Options

Some venues also offer British craft beer alternatives for those who prefer local brews. While these may not be
strictly traditional, they add variety and cater to the growing craft beer movement in London. This London
Oktoberfest review appreciates the flexibility that some organisers offer, allowing attendees to choose between
classic German styles and innovative British interpretations.

Beer Serving and Steins

The iconic one-litre stein is a central feature of London Oktoberfest. Most venues provide steins as part of the
ticket package or for an additional deposit. The ritual of raising a stein and clinking glasses with friends is an
integral part of the experience, and this London Oktoberfest review found that the physical weight and feel of
the glass stein adds to the authenticity of the event.

Food and Traditional Cuisine

Bavarian food is an essential component of any Oktoberfest celebration, and London events generally offer a solid
selection of traditional dishes. This London Oktoberfest review sampled the food offerings at multiple venues to
provide a balanced assessment.

Classic Bavarian Dishes

Expect to find hearty fare such as bratwurst, knackwurst, and currywurst, often served with sauerkraut or potato
salad. Pretzels (brezeln) are ubiquitous and make for an excellent accompaniment to beer. Some venues also offer
roast chicken, pork knuckle (schweinshaxe), and käsespätzle (German macaroni and cheese). This London
Oktoberfest review found that the quality of food varies between venues, with dedicated food vendors generally
delivering more consistent results than those relying on in-house catering.

Vegetarian and Vegan Options

While traditional Bavarian cuisine is meat-heavy, many London Oktoberfest events now offer vegetarian and vegan
alternatives. Mushroom bratwurst, vegan pretzels, and plant-based käsespätzle are becoming increasingly common.
This London Oktoberfest review notes that the range of options is improving each year, reflecting broader
dietary trends in London.

Desserts and Sweets

For those with a sweet tooth, traditional German desserts such as apple strudel (apfelstrudel), black forest gateau
(schwarzwälder kirschtorte), and German pancakes (pfannkuchen) are often available. This London Oktoberfest
review recommends saving room for dessert, as these treats provide a satisfying end to a hearty meal.

Entertainment and Atmosphere

The atmosphere at London Oktoberfest events is a key part of their appeal. Live music, games, and communal
activities create a sense of shared celebration that is hard to replicate in other settings. This London Oktoberfest
review examines the entertainment offerings in detail.

Live Oompah Bands

Traditional oompah bands are a highlight of any Oktoberfest celebration, and London events typically feature
talented musicians who keep the energy high throughout the evening. The combination of tuba, accordion, and
clarinet creates a distinctive sound that encourages singing, dancing, and general merriment. This London
Oktoberfest review found that the best bands are those that engage with the crowd and encourage participation.

Games and Activities

Many venues offer traditional Bavarian games such as stein holding competitions, bratwurst eating challenges, and
dance-offs. These activities add a competitive element to the festivities and provide excellent photo opportunities.
This London Oktoberfest review recommends participating in at least one game, as it enhances the overall
experience and creates lasting memories.

Costume Competitions

Dressing in lederhosen and dirndls is encouraged at most London Oktoberfest events, and many venues hold
costume competitions with prizes for the best outfits. This London Oktoberfest review observed that attendees
who embrace the dress code tend to have a more immersive experience, as it signals a willingness to engage fully
with the Bavarian theme.

Tickets and Pricing: Value for Money

Understanding the cost of attending London Oktoberfest is essential for budgeting. Ticket prices vary depending
on the venue, session time, and included amenities. This London Oktoberfest review provides an overview of
typical pricing structures.
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General Admission Tickets

General admission tickets usually range from £15 to £40 per person, depending on the venue and whether the
session is a weekday or weekend. Some tickets include a welcome drink or a souvenir stein, while others are entry-
only with drinks and food purchased separately. This London Oktoberfest review advises checking the fine print
before purchasing to understand what is included.

VIP Packages

VIP packages offer enhanced experiences such as reserved seating, dedicated service, and additional food or drink
vouchers. Prices for VIP tickets can range from £50 to over £100 per person. This London Oktoberfest review
found that VIP packages offer good value for groups wanting a more organised and comfortable experience,
particularly during busy sessions.

Group Discounts and Early Bird Offers

Many organisers offer discounts for groups of ten or more, as well as early bird pricing for those who book well in
advance. This London Oktoberfest review recommends booking early to secure the best prices and preferred

session times, as popular events often sell out completely.

Dress Code and Traditions

Participating in Oktoberfest traditions is part of the fun, and this extends to what you wear. This London
Oktoberfest review explores the dress code and associated customs.

Lederhosen and Dirndls

Lederhosen (leather shorts or trousers) for men and dirndls (traditional dresses) for women are the iconic outfits of
Oktoberfest. While not mandatory, wearing traditional attire is highly encouraged and adds to the festive
atmosphere. This London Oktoberfest review found that a significant proportion of attendees dress up, creating a
visually impressive and cohesive experience.

Where to Buy or Hire Costumes

Costumes can be purchased from specialist shops in London or online retailers. For those who prefer not to buy,
several companies offer rental options. This London Oktoberfest review suggests that renting is a


