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Midsomer
Murders The

Great And The
Good Cast List

Introductio
n:
Welcome
to the
Quaintly
Lethal
World of
Midsomer

For over two decades,
Midsomer Murders
h a s  c a p t i v a t e d
audiences with its

un ique  b l end  o f
buco l i c  Eng l i sh
scenery, eccentric
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
fiendishly clever
w h o d u n i t s .  T h e
series, a staple of
British television and
a global export of
comfort-crime, has a
remarkable ability to
attract top-tier acting
talent, often before
t h e y  b e c o m e
household names.
One episode that
p e r f e c t l y



encapsulates this
magic is the Season
11 entry, "The Great
and the Good". This
i n s t a l l m e n t  i s
p a r t i c u l a r l y
memorable not just
for its twisty plot, but
f o r  t h e  s t e l l a r
assembly of actors
p o p u l a t i n g  t h e
fictional village of
Midsomer Mallow. A
deep dive into the
Midsomer Murders
The Great And The
Good cast reveals a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
character acting,
blending the show's
beloved regulars with
a lineup of guest stars
that add layers of
intrigue and pathos.
In this article, we will
explore the episode's
plot, break down the
performances of its
cast, and examine

why this particular
story remains a fan
favorite.

Overview:
The
Enduring
Appeal of
Midsomer
Murders

Before dissecting the
Midsomer Murders
The Great And The
G o o d  c a s t ,  i t  i s
e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand the show's
formula. Midsomer
C o u n t y  i s  a
p i c t u r e sque  ye t
s t a t i s t i c a l l y
improbable hotbed of
homicide. The series
thrives on its ability
t o  b a l a n c e  d a r k
humor, suspense, and
social commentary,



Midsomer Murders The Great
And The Good Cast List

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Pollard
& Cross • Books are a uniquely portable magic. •

Page 3

all wrapped in the
comforting presence
of Detective Chief
I n s p e c t o r  T o m
Barnaby (played by
the inimitable John
Nettles) and later his
successor, DCI John
B a r n a b y  ( N e i l
Dudgeon) .  Each
episode introduces a
new village, a new set
of  secre t s ,  and  a
murderer hiding in
p l a in  s i gh t .  The
success of any given
installment hinges
heavily on the guest
cast, who must be
convincing enough to
be both suspects and
victims. "The Great
and the Good" is a
textbook example,
blending the familiar
with the surprising.

Synopsis:
The Lesson
of
Midsomer
Mallow

"The Great and the
Good" begins with a
s c h o o l  f ê t e  a t
Midsomer Mallow.
The community is
rocked when the
p o p u l a r  b u t
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
headmaster, Andrew
“Andy” Butcher, is
found murdered.
Barnaby  and  h i s
sergeant, Ben Jones
(Jason Hughes), soon
discover that Butcher
w a s  n o t  t h e  m a n
everyone thought he
was. His private life
was a tangled web of
affairs, secret deals,
a n d  a c a d e m i c



rivalries. The title
itself is ironic; the
supposedly “great and
good” members of
the  v i l l age—the
doctor, the politician,
the aristocrat—are all
hiding dark motives.
The plot thickens
with the death of a
l o c a l  l i b r a r i a n ,
Beatrice, and points
toward a long-buried
secret involving a
t o x i c  a c a d e m i c
environment. The
episode is a sharp
satire of small-town
elitism and the dark
s i d e  o f  t h e
educational system.
But what truly makes
the story sing is the
cast.

Breaking

Down the
Cast of
"The Great
and the
Good"

The Core Cast:
Barnaby and
Jones

At the heart of any
Midsomer Murders
e p i s o d e  a r e  t h e
regular detectives. In
this episode, we see
John Nettles as DCI
Tom Barnaby at his
most  pat ient  and
insightful. His dry wit
and unshakeable
instinct are on full
d i s p l a y  a s  h e
n a v i g a t e s  t h e
hypocr isy  of  the
village elite. Jason
Hughes as DS Ben
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Jones  provides  a
perfect foil—more
earnest, sometimes
naive, but always
eager to learn. Their
chemistry remains
one of the series ’
greatest strengths,
and in "The Great
and the Good", it
provides the steady
anchor needed as the
guest actors create a
storm of suspicion
around them. Also
returning is Jane
Wymark as Joyce
Barnaby, who gets a
few moments of mild
i n v o l v e m e n t ,
reminding us of the
series’ grounding in
domestic normalcy.

The Guest Cast:
A Brilliant
Ensemble

This episode boasts a

guest cast that reads
like a who's-who of
British character
actors. Let us take a
closer look at the key
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
Midsomer Murders
The Great And The
Good cast:

Samuel West
as Dr. James
Kirkwood:
West brings a
quiet,
intellectual
menace to the
role of the
village doctor.
He is polished,
professional,
and deeply
secretive. His
performance is
subtle, hinting
at a hidden
past without
ever
overacting.



West, known
for his stage
work and roles
in Mr.
Selfridge and
Van der Valk,
delivers a
masterclass in
controlled
tension.
Annette
Badland as
Beatrice
Gannon:
Badland is a
beloved
character
actress
(famous for
Doctor Who
and Ted
Lasso). Here,
she plays the
downtrodden
librarian who
harbors a huge
secret. Her
performance is
both poignant

and surprising;
she evokes
sympathy
while also
planting seeds
of unease.
When her
character
meets a tragic
end, it feels
both inevitable
and deeply
unfair.
Richard
Johnson as
Sir William
Rackham:
The late, great
Richard
Johnson brings
aristocratic
gravitas to the
role of the
local lord. His
character
represents the
old guard, the
“great and
good” who
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believe they
are above the
law. Johnson’s
commanding
screen
presence
makes every
scene he is in
feel weighted
with history
and
consequence.
Samantha
Spiro as
Hilary
Temple:
Spiro, a
talented
comedic and
dramatic
actress, plays
the ambitious
and sharp-
tongued
politician. Her
character is
brittle,
ambitious, and
more complex

than she
initially
appears.
Spiro’s
delivery of
sharp dialogue
adds a layer of
brittle humour
to the grim
proceedings.
Jamie
Bamber as
Andrew
Butcher:
Before his
iconic role in
Battlestar
Galactica,
Jamie Bamber
appeared in
Midsomer as
the
charismatic yet
flawed
headmaster.
His charm is
front and
centre, making
his murder all



the more
intriguing
because we are
left to piece
together who
would want
him dead. He
is the classic
victim who is
not entirely
innocent.
Henry
Goodman as
Sir Robert
Temple:
Another
distinguished
actor,
Goodman
plays a retired
school
inspector with
a turbulent
history with
the victim. His
scenes are
filled with a
weary menace,
and he brings a

sense of
intellectual
superiority
that perfectly
fits the
episode's
themes.

Supporting Roles
and Memorable
Moments

T h e  M i d s o m e r
Murders The Great
And The Good cast
also includes smaller
but  crucia l  ro les
played by actors like
David Gant  (as a
vicar), Judith Scott
(as a wary school
secretary), and Lynn
F a r l e i g h  ( a s  a
nervous parent). Each
actor adds texture to
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,
making the village of
Midsomer Mallow
feel lived-in and real.
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It  is this depth of
casting that allows the
mystery to breathe;
every suspect has a
b a c k s t o r y  a n d  a
motive that  feels
legit imate.

Why This
Episode
Stands Out
Among
Midsomer
Murders

Beyond the strong
cast,  "The Great
and the Good"  is
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s
narrative structure.
T h e  e p i s o d e
alternates between
t h e  p r e s e n t
investigation and
flashbacks to a
previous academic
scandal, showing how

the sins of the past
r i p p l e  i n t o  t h e
present. This non-
linear storytelling is
handled with clarity,
thanks in part to the
actors ’  abi l i ty  to
convey  ages  and
emotional  s ta tes
c o n v i n c i n g l y .
Thematically, the
episode critiques the
“pub l i c  s choo l ”
mentality and the
myth of the “great
a n d  g o o d ”  a s
inherently moral. It is
a darker entry, even
f o r  M i d s o m e r ,
dealing with themes
of bullying, cover-
ups, and the abuse of
power. The cast rises
to the chal lenge,
ensuring that  the
social commentary
never feels preachy.



Behind the
Scenes:
Director
and

Writing

The ep i sode  was
directed by Richard
Holthouse ,  who
keeps the pacing taut
while allowing the
a c t o r s  s p a c e  t o
d e v e l o p  t h e i r
characters. He stages
the murders with
typical Midsomer
flair—creative but not
overly graphic. The
script was penned by
David Lawrence,
who  adapted  the
original  s tory by
Caroline Graham.
The dialogue is sharp,
filled with double
meanings and ironic
asides that reward

careful viewing. The
choice of location—a
classic English village
with a school at its
heart—adds to the
atmosphere.  The
behind-the-scenes
talent ensured that the
Midsomer Murders
The Great And The
Good cast had the
framework to deliver
s t a n d o u t
performances.

Legacy and
Fan
Reception

Since its original
airing in 2008, "The
G r e a t  a n d  t h e
Good" has remained
a frequently cited
favourite among fans
o f  t h e  s e r i e s .
D i s c u s s i o n s  o n
forums and social
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media often highlight
the strength of the
guest cast. Annette
B a d l a n d ’ s
performance ,  in
particular, is praised
for its depth. The
episode also enjoys
h igh  v iewersh ip
n u m b e r s  i n
synd ica t ion  and
streaming. For new
viewers, it serves as
an excellent entry
point into the John
N e t t l e s  e r a ,
s h o w c a s i n g
everything that makes
Midsomer Murders
beloved: beautiful
scenery,  a clever
puzzle, and a cast that
treats the material
with seriousness and
wit. The Midsomer
Murders The Great
And The Good cast
is  often used as a
benchmark for what a

g u e s t  e n s e m b l e
should be.

Conclusion
: A Perfect
Mystery
Ensemble

In the vast library of
Midsomer Murders
e p i s o d e s ,  " T h e
G r e a t  a n d  t h e
Good"  stands tall
because of its human
element. While the
mystery is clever, it is
the actors who bring
the plot to life. From
John Nettles’s steady
B a r n a b y  t o  t h e
e v o c a t i v e
performances  of
S a m u e l  W e s t ,
Annette Badland, and
Jamie Bamber, every
role is filled with
n u a n c e .  T h e



Midsomer Murders
The Great And The
Good cast  proves
that even in a series
about death, it is the
l i v i n g
characters—with all
their flaws, secrets,
and ambitions—that
keep us coming back.
For fans of British
crime drama, this
episode is an essential
watch. And for those
looking to understand

w h y  M i d s o m e r
Murders remains a
global phenomenon,
the answer lies in the
perfect alchemy of
writing, direction,
and above all, a cast
that knows exactly
how to  inhab i t  a
wor ld  where  the
greatest crimes are
committed by the
m o s t  r e s p e c t e d
citizens.


