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History Of The World Mel Brooks

The Timeless Genius of Mel Brooks
and His History of the World

To say that Mel Brooks is a comedy legend is to undersell  his
monumental  impact  on  film,  television,  and  the  very  fabric  of
American humor. For decades, Brooks has possessed a singular
abil i ty  to  take  the  most  sacred,  serious,  and  somber
subjects—from Nazi Germany to the Spanish Inquisition, and from
the dawn of  mankind to the French Revolution—and transform
them into side-splitting, often vulgar, yet undeniably clever satire.
Few films  encapsulate  this  audacious  talent  better  than  his  1981
masterpiece, History of the World, Part I.  This movie is not
merely a collection of sketches; it is a bold comedic thesis that
argues  nothing  is  above  a  good  laugh,  not  even  the  grand
narrative of human civilization itself. To understand the enduring
appeal of the History Of The World Mel Brooks created, we
must  journey  back  to  the  film’s  origins,  dissect  its  unforgettable
sketches, examine its delayed sequel, and appreciate its lasting
legacy in comedy and popular culture.

The Genesis of a Comedic Epic

By the time Mel Brooks set his sights on world history, he was
already a titan of comedy. He had conquered television with "Your
Show of Shows" and the satirical sketch series "Get Smart." He
had  conquered  cinema  with  the  uproarious  Western  Blazing
Saddles, the horror parody Young Frankenstein, and the silent film
tribute  Silent  Movie.  But  History  of  the  World,  Part  I
represented his most ambitious project yet:  a sweeping, multi-
epochal parody that would tackle the entirety of recorded history.

The concept was simple, yet incredibly risky. Brooks wanted to
create a comedic revue, a series of vignettes strung together by
the common theme of human folly and historical inaccuracy. He
wasn't aiming for historical accuracy; he was aiming for historical
absurdity.  The film's  structure  allowed Brooks  to  lampoon a  wide
range  of  genres  and  targets,  from  biblical  epics  and  ancient
Roman spectacles to courtly intrigues and revolutionary anthems.
This  variety  is  the  film's  greatest  strength,  ensuring  that  even  if
one sketch doesn't  land perfectly  for  a viewer,  another is  just
around the corner, ready to deliver a gut-busting punchline.



The Original Title and the Promise of a Sequel

The very title, History of the World, Part I, is a joke in itself. It
implies a sequel that, for decades, seemed destined to remain a
hilarious non sequitur. Brooks has often joked that the title was a
nod  to  the  epic,  multi-part  film  series  of  the  1960s  and  70s,  but
also a way to hedge his bets. If the film failed, there would be no
Part II. If it succeeded, he had an open door. As we know now, it
took  over  four  decades  for  that  door  to  finally  open,  but  the
promise  of  that  title  became  a  part  of  the  film's  mythos.  The
History Of The World Mel Brooks envisioned was always meant
to  be  incomplete,  a  fragment  of  a  much larger,  more  absurd
tapestry.

Deconstructing the Classic
Sketches of Part I

The film is structured as a series of distinct historical periods, each
introduced by a curmudgeonly narrator and an orchestral score by
the  legendary  John  Morris.  Each  segment  is  a  masterclass  in
parody.

The Dawn of Man

The  film  opens  with  a  solemn,  Kubrick-esque  panorama  of
prehistoric  Earth.  A  group  of  cavemen  discover  the  first  joke,
which  is  also  the  first  fart  joke,  creating  a  clear  link  between
civilization and lowbrow humor. This segment features an early
appearance by Mel Brooks himself as a grunting, fur-clad stand-up
comedian who "kills" at a cave comedy club. It's a perfect meta-

joke;  Brooks  is  literally  playing  the  first  comedian  in  history,
setting the stage for his entire career and the film itself. The idea
that  comedy  is  as  fundamental  to  humanity  as  tools  or  fire  is  a
central  theme  in  the  History  Of  The  World  Mel  Brooks
narrative.

The Old Testament: Moses and the Three
Commandments

Perhaps the most famous and quoted gag in the entire film. Brooks
plays Moses, descending from Mount Sinai carrying three stone
tablets. He announces, "The Lord, the Lord hath given unto you
these  fifteen..."  before  stumbling  and  dropping  one  of  the  heavy
tablets, which shatters on the ground. He then sheepishly corrects
himself: "Ten! Ten commandments!" This single scene is a perfect
distillation of Brooks' genius: it is irreverent without being mean-
spirited, it subverts a foundational religious story, and it hinges on
a brilliant physical comedy moment. It’s a lightning rod for the
film's  humor,  turning  a  solemn  moment  into  a  relatable  human
error.

The Roman Empire: A Party to End All Parties

The "Roman Empire" segment is a sprawling, decadent feast that
parodies the "swords and sandals" epics of Hollywood's golden
age. Brooks plays Comicus, a stand-up philosopher who is hired to
entertain Emperor Nero (a wonderfully manic Dom DeLuise). The
scene is packed with anachronistic jokes, slapstick violence, and
the unforgettable character of Josephus (Gregory Hines), a slave
who communicates through tap dancing. The highlight is the "Cast
Your Fate to the Wind" dance number, a bizarre but delightful
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musical interlude that showcases Brooks' love for Broadway-style
production numbers. This segment also gives us the classic line,
"It's good to be the king," which became Brooks' most famous
catchphrase and a recurring motif in his work.

The Spanish Inquisition

Nobody  expects  the  Spanish  Inquisition!  This  segment  is  a
whirlwind  of  energy,  silly  costumes,  and  rapid-fire  wordplay.
Brooks plays the Grand Inquisitor Torquemada, who breaks into a
show-stopping,  gleefully  evil  musical  number about the joys of
torture.  The  song,  "The  Inquisition,"  is  a  masterpiece  of  dark
comedy, making light of one of history's most horrific institutions.
The juxtaposition of cheerful music and terrifying subject matter is
pure  Brooksian  satire.  Key  players  in  the  sketch  include  the
Inquisitors themselves, who perform synchronized torment,  and
the hapless Jews and other victims who are caught in the absurd
machinery of religious persecution.

The French Revolution

The  film's  final  major  segment  is  a  broad  parody  of  the  French
Revolution.  Brooks  plays  King  Louis  XVI  of  France,  a  childish,
sniveling monarch who is more interested in his chamber pot than
his  starving  subjects.  The  segment  features  a  mob  of
revolutionaries singing a rousing version of "The Marseillaise," a
guillotine that misses its mark, and the infamous "Everyone's a
Critic"  courtroom  scene.  This  section  of  the  History  Of  The
World Mel  Brooks  narrative  pokes  fun  at  the  hypocrisy  and
chaos of revolutionary fervor, culminating in a chase scene that
feels like a live-action cartoon.

Dramatic Endings and "Hitler on Ice"

The  film  famously  ends  with  a  preview  of  what  Part  II  might
contain, including "Hitler on Ice," a Viking funeral, and "Jews in
Space." This ending is pure genius; it promises more outrageous
comedy  while  acknowledging  the  impossibility  of  ever  truly
covering "all" of history. The "Jews in Space" song, with its Yiddish-
accented astronauts and Star of  David-shaped spaceships,  is  a
fan-favorite, perfectly blending Jewish cultural humor with science
fiction parody.

The Long Wait: From Part I to Part
II

For over 40 years, fans of the History Of The World Mel Brooks
franchise were left with just Part I. The joke of the title became a
punchline  in  itself.  Brooks  would  occasionally  mention  the
possibility  of  a  sequel  in  interviews,  but  the  project  seemed
perpetually  stuck  in  development  hell.  The  scale  and  budget
required to produce a true cinematic sequel were daunting, and
Brooks was focused on other projects like Spaceballs, Robin Hood:
Men in Tights, and Dracula: Dead and Loving It.

The Revival in the Streaming Era

Then,  in  the  early  2020s,  the  landscape  of  comedy  changed.
Streaming services  were hungry for  content,  and nostalgia  for
classic comedies was at an all-time high. Hulu announced that it
would be producing History of the World, Part II, not as a feature
film,  but  as  an  eight-episode  sketch  series.  This  format  made



perfect sense. It honored the episodic, sketch-based structure of
the original film while allowing for a much broader canvas.

Mel  Brooks,  then  in  his  late  90s,  served  as  a  producer  and
narrator, passing the torch to a new generation of comedians and
writers. The series, which premiered in March 2023, was a love
letter to the original. It touched on historical periods that were
famously omitted from Part I, including the American Civil War, the
Russian  Revolution,  the  Great  Depression,  the  Civil  Rights
Movement,  and World War II.  While  the series received mixed
reviews, with some critics praising its commitment to the source
material  and others  finding it  uneven,  it  was  undeniable  that  the
spirit of Mel Brooks was alive and well.

Key Elements of the Hulu Series

The Return of Classic Characters: The series directly
continued gags from the film, including appearances by the
Spanish Inquisition and a musical number about the
"Gettysburg Address."
A Star-Studded Cast: The series was packed with cameos
from modern comedy stars like Wanda Sykes, Ike Barinholtz,
Nick Kroll, Kumail Nanjiani, and many others, all clearly
having a blast honoring Brooks' legacy.
Narrative Throughlines: Unlike the film, the series used
recurring characters and plot threads that wove through the
episodes, giving it a more structured, serialized feel.
Modernized, Yet Vintage: The humor was still as broad,
silly, and occasionally offensive as the original, but it was
updated with a modern sensibility. The show was a clear
attempt to introduce the History Of The World Mel
Brooks style to a new generation.

The Enduring Legacy and Cultural
Impact

What is the ultimate contribution of the History Of The World
Mel  Brooks  to  comedy  and  culture?  It  is  more  than  just  a
collection of quotable lines and funny costumes. The film, and its
belated series,  demonstrate  a  profound belief  in  the power  of
laughter to defuse tension, question authority, and unite people
through shared absurdity.

A Blueprint for Satirical History

Brooks' film broke ground by showing that you could be genuinely
funny about serious subjects without being cruel or nihilistic. His
comedy is often called "the great equalizer." By making a fool of a
Roman emperor or a French king, he reminds us that all power
structures  are  ultimately  built  by  flawed,  ridiculous  humans.  His
treatment of the Spanish Inquisition is a prime example; he fights
hatred and bigotry not with anger, but with laughter, exposing the
ideological emptiness of the torturers.

The Art of the Effective Non Sequitur

The  film  is  a  masterclass  in  comedic  structure.  It  uses  non
sequiturs and anachronisms with surgical precision. A caveman
using a microphone, a Roman addressing a modern audience, a
revolutionary  singing  a  show tune—these  jarring  juxtapositions
force the viewer to see history from a completely new, absurd
perspective.  This  technique  has  influenced  countless  comedians
and shows, from The Simpsons to Saturday Night Live and beyond.
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"It's Good to Be the King" and Other Catchphrases

The  film's  language  has  permeated  popular  culture.  The  phrase
"It's good to be the king" is used today to describe any position of
privilege, often satirically. The "Three Commandments" sketch is a
shorthand for any kind of botched announcement. The very idea of
a "Part I" that has no immediate "Part II" is a common joke in film
and television, a direct tribute to Brooks' iconic title.

Why the History of the World Still
Matters

In an age where online discourse can be incredibly polarized, the
inclusive, joyous chaos of Mel Brooks' History of the World feels
more necessary than ever. Brooks never made fun of the victims
of history; he always turned his satirical lens on the powerful, the
pompous, and the cruel. His comedy is a celebration of survival
and resilience.


