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Sri Lexile To Ar Grade Level
Conversion Chart

Bridging the Gap in
Reading Assessment:
A Guide to the Sri
Lexile To Ar Grade
Level Conversion
Chart

In  the  landscape  of  modern
education,  measuring  a  child’s
reading ability is no longer a simple
matter of counting how many books
they  have  read.  Educators  and
parents  have  come  to  rely  on
sophisticated,  data-driven  metrics
to ensure that students are reading
material  that  is  both  challenging
and  accessible.  Two  of  the  most
widely used systems in primary and
secondary education are the Lexile
Framework  for  Reading  and  the
Accelerated Reader (AR) program.
While both serve the core purpose
o f  m a t c h i n g  r e a d e r s  w i t h
appropriate texts, they function on
different scales. This is where the
Sri  Lexile  To  Ar  Grade  Level
Conversion  Chart  becomes  an
indispensable tool. This article will
demystify  these  two  systems,
explain  why  a  conversion  is
necessary,  and  provide  a  clear,
practical  guide  to  using  the
conversion  chart  effectively.

What is the Lexile
Framework for
Reading?

The Lexile Framework is a scientific
approach  to  measuring  both  a
student’s  reading  ability  and  the
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a  t e x t .  I t  i s  a
developmental  scale  that  ranges
from  below  0L  for  emerging
readers to over 1600L for advanced
readers. The "L" stands for Lexile.
This system is widely used because
it is objective, research-based, and
allows  for  a  precise  matching
process. A student who scores 600L
on  a  standardized  assessment  is
theoretically best served by reading
books that also have a 600L rating.

The  key  strength  of  the  Lexile
system is its focus on two critical
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  r e a d i n g
comprehens ion :  semantic
difficulty  (word  frequency)  and
syntactic  complexity  (sentence
length).  It  does  not  assess  the
q u a l i t y  o f  a  b o o k ,  i t s  a g e
appropriateness,  or  its  subject
matter.  A  600L  book  could  be  a
simple  science  textbook  or  a
complex  picture  book;  the  Lexile
measure only tells you how difficult
t h e  t e x t  i s  t o  d e c o d e  a n d
comprehend  from  a  linguistic
standpoint.



What is the
Accelerated Reader
(AR) Program?

Accelerated  Reader,  developed  by
Renaissance Learning, is a reading
management  program  used
extensively  in  schools.  Unlike  the
purely  objective  Lexile  scale,  AR
uses  a  grade-level  equivalent
(GE) system. An AR point value and
a book level  (BL) are assigned to
each  t i t le.  The  book  level  is
e x p r e s s e d  a s  a  d e c i m a l
representing the grade and month
of the school year. For example, a
book with a BL of 4.5 suggests the
text  is  appropriate  for  a  student
who is in the fifth month of fourth
grade.

AR  also  relies  on  quizzes  to  test
comprehension. While a book might
be at the correct Lexile level for a
student,  the  AR  program ensures
that  the  student  has  actually
understood  what  they  read.  The
program is designed to encourage
reading practice and accountability.
However,  because  it  uses  grade-
level  equivalents  rather  than  a
continuous,  open-ended  scale,  it
can be less precise for very high or
very  low  ability  readers.  This
inherent  difference  is  why  a  Sri
Lexi le  To  Ar  Grade  Level
Conversion  Chart  i s  o f ten
consulted  by  teachers  moving
between  the  two  systems.

Why Do We Need a
Conversion Chart?

The fundamental issue is that Lexile
and AR measure different things in
d i f f e rent  ways .  Lex i l e  i s  a

developmental, interval scale (like a
ruler),  while  AR  is  a  criterion-
referenced,  grade-equivalent  scale
(like  a  map  of  school  years).  A
school might use a state test like
the Scholastic Reading Inventory
(SRI)  to  generate  a  Lexile  score,
but then want to guide that student
toward  books  in  the  AR  system.
Without  a  conversion  chart,  a
teacher  might  be  left  guessing.

Furthermore,  many  libraries  and
online  book  retailers  list  books
using  both  measures,  but  not
always  accurately.  A  parent  who
understands that their child has a
Lexile  score  of  700L  might  walk
into  a  library  and  see  only  AR
labels.  Having  a  reliable  mental
model  of  the  Sri  Lexile  To  Ar
Grade  Level  Conversion  Chart
allows  for  a  seamless  transition
between the two systems, ensuring
that  the  child  continues  to  read
" jus t  r ight "  books  w i thout
frustration  or  boredom.

The Link Between SRI and
Lexile

It  is  important  to  clarify  that  the
SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory)
test  is  specifically  designed  to
measure  Lexile  levels.  Therefore,
when  a  student  takes  an  SRI
assessment,  the result  is  a  Lexile
measure. When people search for a
"SRI  Lexile  to  AR  Grade  Level
Conversion  Chart,"  they  are
specifically  looking  for  a  way  to
translate the results of this one test
into the AR framework. The chart is
essentially  a  bridge  between  the
SRI  output  (Lexi le)  and  the
Renaissance  Learning  input  (AR
Grade  Level).
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Understanding the
Sri Lexile To Ar
Grade Level
Conversion Chart

The  conversion  chart  is  not  an
exact science, but rather a widely
accepted  approximation  based  on
decades  of  normative  data.  It  is
crucial to view it as a guide rather
than a strict rule. Below is a typical
representation  of  the  conversion
range. Note that these ranges can
vary  slightly  depending  on  the
source and the specific  edition of
the materials.

Kindergarten to Grade 1
(Emergent Reader): Lexile
Range: BR (Beginning Reader)
to 200L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 0.1 to 1.0.
Grade 1 (Early Reader):
Lexile Range: 200L to 400L.
AR Grade Level Equivalent:
1.1 to 2.0.
Grade 2: Lexile Range: 400L
to 600L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 2.1 to 3.0.
Grade 3: Lexile Range: 600L
to 800L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 3.1 to 4.0.
Grade 4: Lexile Range: 800L
to 900L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 4.1 to 5.0.
Grade 5: Lexile Range: 900L
to 1000L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 5.1 to 6.0.
Grade 6: Lexile Range: 1000L
to 1100L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 6.1 to 7.0.
Grade 7: Lexile Range: 1100L
to 1200L. AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 7.1 to 8.0.
Grade 8: Lexile Range: 1200L
to 1300L. AR Grade Level

Equivalent: 8.1 to 9.0.
Grade 9 and Above (High
School): Lexile Range:
1300L+ AR Grade Level
Equivalent: 9.1+

Interpreting the Nuances

Look  closely  at  the  ranges.  A
student with a Lexile of 750L falls
into  the  "Grade  3"  range  on  the
chart,  with  an  AR  equivalent
around  3.1  to  4.0.  However,  that
same  student  might  be  reading
above grade level in a school that
uses a different standard. The chart
provides a starting point. It is also
important  to  note  that  the  lower
end of the scale is the most volatile.
A  kindergartner  with  a  Lexile  of
150L might  be  reading  at  an  AR
level  of  1.0,  but  the  difference
between a BR (Beginning Reader)
level and a 100L level is significant
in terms of skill development, even
if the AR label looks similar.

How to Use the
Conversion Chart
Effectively

Using the Sri Lexile To Ar Grade
Leve l  Convers ion  Char t
effectively requires more than just
looking up a number. It requires a
holistic  approach  to  the  child’s
reading  development.

Start with the Assessment:1.
Obtain the most recent SRI
score for the student. Ensure
the test was administered in a
calm environment and that the
student was trying their best.
A single test score is a
snapshot, not a biography.
Apply the Chart Range: Do2.



not fixate on a single point.
Look at the corresponding AR
grade level range. If a student
has a Lexile of 650L, do not
force them into a 3.5 AR book.
Allow them to explore the
range from 3.1 to 4.0. This
provides flexibility and
prevents the "dead zone"
where no books seem to fit.
Consider the "Zone of3.
Proximal Development": AR
has a built-in concept of the
Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD). The conversion chart
helps you find the starting
point for that ZPD. The ZPD is
the range of books that are
neither too easy nor too hard.
The chart gives you the center
of that zone.
Validate with Interest and4.
Content: A 900L science text
about black holes might be
perfect for a 5th-grade
science enthusiast, while a
900L historical fiction novel
might be a struggle for a
student who dislikes history.
The conversion chart tells you
the complexity, but you must
still match the content to the
child’s interests. Book level is
only one piece of the puzzle.
Monitor and Adjust: Use the5.
chart as a baseline. If a
student reads a few books at
the converted AR level and
finds them too easy (scoring
100% on quizzes effortlessly),
move them up a notch. If they
are struggling (scoring below
80%), move them down. The
chart is a starting point, not a
final destination.

Limitations and
Considerations of
Conversion Charts

While  the  Sri  Lexile  To Ar
Grade  Level  Conversion
Chart is a valuable tool, it is
essential  to  understand  its
limitations  to  avoid  misusing
it.

Content vs. Complexity

The most significant limitation
is that neither Lexile nor AR
measures thematic complexity
or  maturity.  A  book  might
have a Lexile of 500L (suitable
for a 2nd or 3rd grader) but
contain  mature  themes  like
death,  war ,  or  complex
relationships.  Conversely,  a
book with a high Lexile score
might  be  a  col lect ion  of
simple,  technical  instructions
that  are  not  engaging  for  a
young reader. The conversion
chart cannot account for this.

Regional and Cultural
Variance

The  normative  data  used  to
build these charts is based on
large,  predominantly  US-
based  samples.  Students  in
other countries, or students in
non-traditional  educational
settings,  may  not  f it  the
standard  curve  perfectly.  A
student  who  is  an  English
Language  Learner  (ELL)
might  have  a  lower  Lexile
s c o r e  b u t  e x c e l l e n t
comprehension of  grade-level
content when given linguistic
support.
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The "Sweet Spot" Myth

There is a persistent myth that
every  student  has  a  single
"perfect" Lexile or AR level. In
reality, reading is not a linear
skill. A student might be able
to  read  a  highly  complex
narrative but struggle with a
dense,  non-fiction  article  at
t h e  s a m e  L e x i l e .  T h e
conversion chart encourages a
false sense of precision if used
rigidly. It is better to think of
a reading range rather than
a single number.

Practical Tips for
Parents and
Educators

To make the most of the Sri
Lexile  To  Ar  Grade  Level
Conversion Chart,  here  are
some actionable strategies for
parents  and  c lassroom
teachers.

For Parents

Talk to the Teacher:
Before making decisions,

ask your child’s teacher
for the specific SRI score
and how it relates to the
AR program used at
school. Teachers often
have the most current
chart and can provide
context.
Use the "Five Finger
Rule": Even with the
conversion chart, teach
your child the five finger
rule. If they struggle
with five or more words
on a page, the book is
likely too difficult
regardless of the
numerical label.
Library Hacks: Use the
online tools available.
Many libraries allow you
to search by Lexile or AR
level. If you know your
child’s Lexile (e.g.,
750L), you can use the
conversion chart to
estimate an AR range
(e.g., 3.1 to 4.0) and
search for books in that
band.

For Educators

Triangulate Data: Do


