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Mastering
the BTLPT
Test with
Effective
Lesson Plan
Examples

Preparing for the
Bilingual Target
Language Proficiency
Test (BTLPT) can feel
like a daunting
milestone in your
teaching career. This
rigorous assessment
evaluates not only

Spanish but also your
ability to deliver
instruction that is
academically rigorous
and linguistically
accessible. While
many test-takers
focus heavily on
vocabulary drills or
grammar reviews, the
most successful
candidates recognize
that strong, well-
structured lesson
plans are at the heart
of the exam. By
studying real-world
lesson plan
examples for BTLPT
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can transform
abstract standards
into concrete
teaching strategies
that resonate with
evaluators and, more
importantly, with
future students.

The BTLPT requires
you to demonstrate
that you can plan,
deliver, and assess
content in a bilingual
setting. This means
your lesson plans
must reflect an
understanding of
second language
acquisition, content
area standards, and
culturally responsive

teaching. In this
article, we will walk
through several

comprehensive lesson
plan examples for
BTLPT test success,
breaking down each
component so you can
see exactly what a
high-scoring response

looks like. Whether
you are a novice
teacher or a seasoned
educator seeking
certification, these
examples will give
you a practical
framework to build
upon.

Why Lesson
Plans Matter
for the
BTLPT

The BTLPT includes
constructed-response
sections where you
must write out lesson
procedures, explain
instructional

decisions, and justify
your language use.
Evaluators are
looking for evidence
that you can think on
your feet, scaffold
learning for emerging
bilinguals, and
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of o BTEPIous
academic
expectations.

When you study
lesson plan
examples for BTLPT
test scenarios, you
learn to anticipate
what the scorers want
to see: clear
objectives, sequential

steps, purposeful
language support,
and authentic

assessment. A well-
written lesson plan
demonstrates that
you can manage the
dual demands of
content instruction
and language
development, which
is the essence of
bilingual education.

Essential

Ready
Lesson Plan

Before diving into
specific examples, it
is helpful to review
the core elements
that every lesson plan
should contain. These
components align
with the Texas
Essential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS) and
the English Language
Proficiency Standards
(ELPS), both of which
are central to the
BTLPT.

Clear Content
and Language
Objectives

Every strong lesson
begins with objectives
that tell students
what they will learn
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demonstrate that
learning. For the
BTLPT, you need to
write objectives in
Spanish that are
specific, measurable,
and student-friendly.

Appropriate
Instructional
Materials

Your lesson plan
should list all
materials you will
use, including visuals,
manipulatives, anchor
charts, and
technology.
Evaluators want to
see that you have
prepared resources
that support both
content
understanding and
language
development.

Structured

Procedures with
Time Allotments

The body of your
lesson plan must
include a logical
sequence: opening,
direct instruction,
guided practice,
independent practice,
and closure. Each
section should
include estimated
time frames and
explicit notes about
how you will
differentiate
instruction.

Language
Supports and
Scaffolds

This is where you
demonstrate your
expertise in bilingual
pedagogy. Include
sentence stems, word
walls, cognate lists,
graphic organizers,
and strategic pairing.
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The Watershow

that you understand
how to make content
comprehensible for
students at various
proficiency levels.

Formative and
Summative
Assessment

You must explain how
you will check for
understanding during
the lesson and how
you will evaluate
student learning
afterward.
Assessment should
align directly with
your objectives.

Lesson Plan
Example 1:
Third Grade

Cycle

Let us begin with a
common elementary
content area: science.
This lesson plan
example for BTLPT
test preparation
focuses on the water
cycle for a third-
grade bilingual
classroom where
students are at the
intermediate level of
Spanish proficiency.

Content
Objective

Students will be able
to describe the four
main stages of the
water cycle
(evaporacion,
condensacién,
precipitacién,
recoleccion) using
scientific vocabulary

Science -
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Language
Objective

Students will be able
to explain the water
cycle in a sequence
using the sentence

stem: "Primero, el
agua . Luego,
_______ . Finalmente,
Materials

e Anchor chart
with labeled
water cycle
diagram

e Student copies
of blank water
cycle diagram

e Sentence stem
strips

» Key vocabulary
cards with
images

e Short video clip
of the water
cycle in Spanish

e Interactive
notebook

Procedures

Opening (10
minutes): Show
students a picture of
a puddle on a sunny
day. Ask in Spanish:
"¢Qué crees que le
pasa al agua del
charco cuando sale el
sol?" Record student
predictions on the
board. This activates
prior knowledge and
generates curiosity.

Direct Instruction
(15 minutes):
Introduce the water
cycle using the
anchor chart. Say
each vocabulary word
clearly and have
students repeat. Use
gestures for each
stage: hands rising
for evaporacion,
hands coming
together for
condensacion, fingers
falling for
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precipitacion, and a
sweeping motion for
recoleccion. This total

physical response
helps cement
meaning.

Guided Practice (15
minutes): Distribute
blank diagrams and
vocabulary cards.
Work together to
label the stages.
Students glue the
cards onto their
diagrams while you
walk around and
provide corrective
feedback. Use the
sentence stem: "El
agua se evapora del
océano y sube al
cielo." Have partners
repeat the sentence
to each other.

Independent

Practice (10
minutes): Students
write three sentences
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sentence stem.
Provide a word bank
for students who need
extra support. For
students who finish
early, challenge them
to write a fourth
sentence predicting
what would happen if

one stage were
missing.
Closure (5

minutes): Ask two or
three students to
share their sentences.
Then pose a quick
thumbs-up or thumbs-

down review
question: "¢La
condensacién ocurre
después de la

precipitacion?" This
informal check tells
you who needs
reteaching.

Assessment

Formative: Observe
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conversations. Collect
the written sentences
and review them for
correct use of
vocabulary and
sequence.
Summative: Students
will complete a
labeled diagram and
write a short
paragraph for the
end-of-unit test.

Lesson Plan
Example 2:
Fifth Grade
Social
Studies -
Indigenous
Cultures of
Texas

This lesson plan
example for BTLPT
test practice shifts to
social studies content
at the upper

elementary level.
Here, the focus is on
comparing the Caddo
and Apache tribes, a
standard topic in
Texas history.

Content
Objective

Students will be able
to compare and
contrast the daily life,
shelter, and food
sources of the Caddo
and Apache tribes
using a Venn diagram
in Spanish.

Language
Objective

Students will be able
to use comparative
language such as
"ambos grupos,"
"mientras que," and
"a diferencia de" to
explain similarities
and differences.
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Materials

e Two short
reading
passages in
Spanish about
the Caddo and
Apache

e Blank Venn
diagram
template

e Comparative
language
sentence frame
chart

e Images of Caddo
and Apache
homes and tools

e Highlighters in

two colors
Procedures
Opening (10
minutes): Show

images of a grass
house and a tipi. Ask
students to turn and
talk: "¢Qué observas?

dCémo crees que

ideas on a T-chart.
This builds schema
and engages visual
learners.

Direct Instruction
(15 minutes):
Distribute the reading
passages. Read the
Caddo passage aloud
while students
highlight key details
in one color. Repeat
with the Apache
passage using the
other color. Model
how to transfer
information to the
Venn diagram.
Explicitly teach the
comparative phrases:
"Ambos grupos
cazaban," "Mientras
que los Caddo vivian
en casas de pasto, los
Apache vivian en
tipis."

Guided Practice (15
minutes)- In mixed-
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Venn diagram
together. Circulate
and prompt students
to use the sentence
frames. For example,
ask: "¢Puedes
decirme una
diferencia entre los
dos grupos? Usa
'mientras que'." This
scaffolding builds
academic language.

Independent
Practice (10
minutes): Each

student writes a short
paragraph comparing
the two tribes.
Provide sentence
starters on the board.
For beginning
speakers, offer a fill-
in-the-blank version.
For advanced
students, require at
least two comparative

sentences without
support.

Closure (5
minutes): Have a

quick gallery walk
where students read
each other's
paragraphs. Then ask
the class: "¢Qué fue lo
mas interesante que
aprendiste sobre
estos grupos
indigenas?" This
reinforces content
and builds
community.

Assessment

Review the Venn
diagrams and
paragraphs for
accurate content and
appropriate use of
comparative

language. Use a
simple rubric that
awards points for
correct information,
language use, and
completeness.

Lesson Plan
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Second
Grade
Language
Arts -

Identifying

the Main

Exdpip?

Idea

Literacy instruction is
a central component
of any bilingual
classroom. This
lesson plan
example for BTLPT
test demonstrates
how to teach main
idea and supporting
details in a second-
grade Spanish
immersion setting.

Content
Objective

Students will he ahle

3. S hort
infor at10nal text and
find two supporting
details.

Language
Objective

Students will be able
to state the main idea
using the frame: "La
idea principal es

. El texto dice

Materials

e Short text about
the monarch
butterfly
migration in
Spanish

e Main idea
graphic
organizer (web
format)

e Highlighter

e Large anchor
chart with "Idea
Principal" and
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columns
e Sentence frame

strips
Procedures
Opening (10
minutes): Show a

picture of a monarch
butterfly. Ask: "é¢Qué
sabes sobre las
mariposas monarca?"
Create a quick web
on the board. This
activates background
knowledge and
creates curiosity
about the text.

Direct Instruction
(15 minutes): Read
the text aloud twice.
First reading: just
listen for enjoyment.
Second reading:
pause to point out key
information. Model
how to ask yourself:
"¢De qué trata
principalmente este
texto?" Write your
thinking on the

anchor chart. Show
students how to find a
detail that supports
that idea.

Guided Practice (15
minutes): Give
students a new short
text about the
butterfly life cycle.
Read it together.
Then, using the same
graphic organizer,
work step by step to
find the main idea
and two details. Call
on students to share
their thinking.
Reinforce the
sentence frame: "La
idea principal es que
las mariposas
monarca migran al
sur."

Independent

Practice (10
minutes): Students
read a third short text
independently and
complete their own
graphic organizer.
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For struggling
readers, you can
group them with a
teacher aide or
provide an audio
version. For advanced
readers, ask them to
write a full sentence
summary.

Closure (5
minutes): Have
students share their
main idea with an
elbow partner. Then
ask the class: "¢Cémo
encontramos la idea
principal? {Qué pistas
nos da el texto?" This
metacognitive
reflection builds long-
term comprehension
skills.

Assessment

Collect the graphic
organizers and check
for correct
identification of main
idea—and-details—lse

small groups for
reteaching the next
day if needed.

Tips for
Adapting
Lesson Plan
Examples for
the BTLPT

As you study these
lesson plan
examples for BTLPT
test preparation,
keep a few important
strategies in mind.
First, always write
your objectives and
procedures in
Spanish. The
evaluators need to
see your command of
academic language,
including precise
verbs like
"identificar,"
"comparar,"
"doscribir " and
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Second, be explicit
about your language
supports. Do not just
say "students will
work in groups."
Explain how you will

strategically pair
students by
proficiency level,
what sentence stems
you will provide, and
how you will model



