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Introduction: A Delightful Journey into the
Afterlife

Fans of young adult fantasy literature have long treasured the
works of Alyson Noel, particularly her best-selling Immortals
series. But beyond the immortal romance of Ever and Damen
lies a wonderfully unexpected gem: Alyson Noel Riley Bloom
Series. This spin-off series, aimed at a slightly younger
audience, follows the adventures of Riley Bloom—Ever’s spirited
younger sister—in the afterlife. The Alyson Noel Riley Bloom
Series offers a lighter, more whimsical take on the themes of
loss, friendship, and self-discovery that made Noel famous.
Whether you are a longtime fan of the author or a newcomer
curious about a unique paranormal world, this collection of four
books provides a refreshing and heartfelt reading experience.

Overview of the Riley Bloom Series

The Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series consists of four novels:
Radiance (2009), Shimmer (2010), Dreamland (2011), and
Whisper (2012). The series is set in the same universe as The
Immortals, but the narrative focus shifts to Riley Bloom, who
died in a car accident alongside her parents at the age of

twelve. Instead of moving on to a traditional heaven, Riley finds
herself in a vibrant, mysterious plane called Here & There—a
transitional realm where souls learn, grow, and sometimes help
others.

Riley is taken under the wing of a wise and gentle guide named
Bodhi, and together they become Soul Catchers. Their
mission? To help earthbound spirits—ghosts who are stuck due
to unresolved issues—find peace and move toward the light.
Each book in the series follows Riley and Bodhi as they tackle a
new case, each ghost’s story revealing deeper emotional truths.
The series balances lighthearted humor with poignant
moments, making it accessible to middle-grade readers while
still satisfying older young adult audiences.

The Protagonist: Riley Bloom

Riley is a vivid, relatable protagonist. In The Immortals, she
appears as a brash, impatient ghost who often annoys her older
sister Ever. However, in her own series, readers get to see the
layers beneath that exterior. Riley is brave, fiercely loyal, and
determined to prove herself, even in the afterlife. Her character
arc across the Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series is one of
maturation—she learns empathy, patience, and the importance
of listening. Her impulsive nature leads her into trouble, but her



heart always points her in the right direction. Riley’s voice is
authentic and often witty, making her a joy to follow through
the strange landscape of Here & There.

Supporting Characters

Bodhi: Riley’'s mentor and partner. He is calm, wise, and
sometimes exasperated by Riley’s antics. Bodhi is a reassuring
presence, offering guidance without stifling Riley’s
independence. Their friendship evolves throughout the series,
becoming a touching example of trust and mutual respect.

Buttercup: Riley’s loyal dog, who died alongside her family.
Buttercup provides comic relief but also serves as a symbol of
unconditional love and continuity. He is always by Riley’s side,
sniffing out clues and offering comfort.

The Radiant Boy: A notable ghost from Radiance whose
tragic story teaches Riley about compassion and letting go.
Other ghosts and spirits pop up in each installment, each with a
unique backstory that enriches the world of the series.

Themes and Messages

The Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series tackles profound
themes in an age-appropriate way. At its core, the series is
about dealing with death and grief. Riley herself is
deceased, but she is not sad about it—instead, she sees the
afterlife as an adventure. This perspective can be comforting
for young readers who may be processing loss. The books

emphasize that death is not an end, but a transition, and that
those we love are never truly gone.

Another key theme is forgiveness and self-acceptance.
Many of the ghosts Riley helps are stuck because they cannot
forgive themselves or others. Riley’s own journey includes
forgiving herself for past mistakes and embracing her new
existence. The series also explores friendship and
teamwork: Riley learns that she cannot do everything alone
and that relying on others is a strength, not a weakness.

Additionally, the books touch on the idea of purpose. Even in
the afterlife, Riley finds meaning through her work as a Soul
Catcher. This message—that everyone has a role to play, no
matter their circumstances—resonates deeply with readers of
all ages.

Writing Style and Tone

Noel's prose in the Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series is
noticeably lighter and more playful than in The Immortals. The
narrative is told in first-person from Riley’s perspective, and her
voice is full of sarcasm, curiosity, and youthful energy.
Descriptions of Here & There are vivid and imaginative:
shimmering landscapes, floating gardens, and rules of physics
that bend whimsically. The dialogue is snappy, and the pacing
keeps readers engaged, with each book building to an
emotional climax.

Noel also employs humor effectively to balance the heavier
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themes. Riley’s internal monologue often pokes fun at herself,
the ghosts, and even Bodhi. This humor makes the series feel
fresh and prevents it from becoming too somber. At the same
time, Noel does not shy away from tear-jerking moments,
ensuring the emotional impact lands where it should.

Comparison with The Immortals Series

For fans of The Immortals, the Alyson Noel Riley Bloom
Series offers a welcome change of pace. While the Immortals
books are romantic, angsty, and focused on the intense bond
between Ever and Damen, the Riley Bloom books are more
adventure-driven and family-oriented. Ever makes occasional
appearances in the Riley series, providing satisfying crossover
moments for readers who followed both series. However, Riley’s
stories stand entirely on their own merit.

Another difference is the targeted reading level. The Riley
Bloom series is often categorized as middle-grade (ages
10-14), while The Immortals is firmly young adult. This shift
means the vocabulary, romantic content, and complexity are
dialed back slightly, but the emotional depth remains potent.
Readers who loved Ever’s story but prefer a lower-stakes, more
humorous tone will enjoy the Riley Bloom books immensely.

Why Readers Love the Riley Bloom Series

The Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series has garnered a
dedicated fanbase for several reasons:

e Unique premise: A ghost helping other ghosts is not a
common trope, and Noel executes it with creativity and
heart.

* Relatable protagonist: Riley’s struggles with jealousy,
impatience, and her desire to be taken seriously mirror
the experiences of many young readers.

 Emotional satisfaction: Each book wraps up the ghost’s
story in a way that feels earned and often brings tears of
joy.

e Whimsical world-building: Here & There is a delightful
setting, full of magical details that spark the imagination.

e Quick reads: The books are relatively short (around
200-250 pages each), making them perfect for a
weekend binge.

Parents and educators have also praised the series for its
positive messages about death, empathy, and resilience. It
opens up conversations about mortality in a gentle, non-
frightening manner.

Impact and Legacy

While not as commercially massive as The Immortals, the
Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series has left a lasting impression
on the young adult paranormal genre. It demonstrated that
spin-off series could stand alone and even surpass the original
in terms of heart. Many readers who discovered Noel through
the Riley books later explored her other works, expanding her
audience.



The series also helped solidify Noel’'s reputation as a versatile
writer capable of balancing humor, emotion, and fantasy.
Reviews on Goodreads and Amazon often mention how the
books have helped readers cope with personal loss,
underscoring the therapeutic power of storytelling. Though Noel
has not added to the series since 2012, fans continue to hope
for future adventures in Here & There.

Where to Start Reading

If you are new to the Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series, it is
best to begin with Radiance, the first book. However, because
the series is a spin-off, you do not need to read The Immortals
beforehand. Each Riley Bloom novel is self-contained, meaning
you can enjoy them out of order, though reading chronologically
will enrich your understanding of Riley’s growth.

For those who have already read The Immortals, you will
recognize certain characters and references, but the series
stands as a complete narrative on its own. The recommended
reading order is:

1. Radiance

2. Shimmer
3. Dreamland
4. Whisper

Some readers also enjoy pairing the series with The Immortals
for a full immersion into Alyson Noel’s universe. If you want to
start with the lighter books first, the Riley Bloom series is an
excellent entry point.

Conclusion

In a literary landscape filled with dark dystopias and tortured
romances, the Alyson Noel Riley Bloom Series shines like a
beacon of hope and humor. By taking a supporting character
from The Immortals and giving her a voice and a mission,
Noel crafted a series that is both entertaining and emotionally
resonant. Riley Bloom’s adventures through the afterlife teach
readers about compassion, bravery, and the importance of
finding joy even in the strangest circumstances. Whether you
are grieving, looking for a light read, or craving meaningful
fantasy, this series delivers on every level. Dive into Radiance
and discover why millions of readers have fallen in love with
Riley Bloom and her extraordinary world.



