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Chords To God Of Wonders

Introduction: The
Enduring Appeal of a
Modern Worship
Classic

Few songs have resonated within the global
worship community as deeply as "God of
Wonders." Released in 2000 by Marc Byrd
and  Steve  Hindalong  and  famously
recorded  by  Third  Day,  this  anthem has
become a staple in churches, youth groups,
and personal devotion times. Its sweeping
melody  and  profound  lyr ics  invite
worshippers  to  reflect  on  the  majesty  of
creation  and  the  intimacy  of  a  personal
God. For musicians, guitarists, and worship
leaders,  learning  the  chords  to  "God  of
Wonders"  is  often  one  of  the  first  steps
toward  leading  a  congregat ion  in
meaningful  praise.  This article provides a
comprehensive  guide  to  the  chords  to
God of Wonders,  offering insight  into  the
song's  structure,  variations,  and  playing
techniques.  Whether  you  are  a  beginner
picking  up  a  guitar  for  the  first  time  or  a
seasoned worship leader looking for fresh
arrangements, this guide will equip you to
play this beloved song with confidence and
expression.

Understanding the
Song's Musical
Foundation

Before  diving  into  the  specific  finger
positions and progressions, it is helpful to

understand the musical landscape of "God
of Wonders." The song is written in the key
of D major, a bright and resonant key that
suits  both  vocal  and  instrumental
performance. However,  many worshippers
find it easier to play in the key of C major or
G  major  using  a  capo,  which  allows  for
s impler  open  chord  shapes  whi le
maintaining the song's pitch. The chords
to God of  Wonders  are  built  around a
relatively  straightforward progression that
repeats  throughout  the  verses  and
choruses, making it accessible for players
of  all  skill  levels.  The  song's  dynamic
range—from the quiet contemplation of the
verses to the explosive declaration of the
chorus—is mirrored in the chord changes,
which  move  from stable  tonic  chords  to
more  tension-filled  dominant  and
subdominant  chords.

The Core Chord Shapes

At its heart, the song relies on a handful of
essential chords. If you are playing in the
original  key  of  D,  you  will  need  to  be
comfortable with the following open chords:

D Major (xx0232) – The home chord,
providing a sense of resolution and
grounding.
G Major (320003) – The subdominant
chord, adding warmth and lift.
A Major (x02220) – The dominant
chord, creating tension that resolves
back to D.
Bm (x24432) – The relative minor,
introducing a touch of melancholy
and depth.
F#m (244222) – A minor chord that



appears in the bridge, adding
emotional weight.
Em7 (022030) – A gentle, suspended-
feeling chord that often appears in
transitions.

For guitarists who prefer to use a capo on
the 2nd fret, the song can be played using
the chords G, C, D, Em, and Am. This is
often the preferred approach for beginners
because the open chord shapes in the key
of  G  are  generally  easier  to  finger  and
transition  between.  Understanding  both
approaches  gives  you  flexibility  as  a
musician. The chords to God of Wonders
are not rigid; they can be adapted to suit
your instrument, your vocal range, and the
context of your worship setting.

Verse Chord
Progression
Breakdown

The  verse  of  "God  of  Wonders"  sets  a
reflective,  almost  awe-inspired  tone.  The
lyrics "Lord of all creation, of water, earth,
and  sky"  are  supported  by  a  chord
progression that moves gently between a
few key chords. In the key of D, the verse
typically follows this pattern:

D – G – D – A – Bm – G – D – A

This  progression  alternates  between  the
tonic (D) and subdominant (G), with a brief
journey  to  the  vi  chord  (Bm)  before
returning home. The A chord at the end of
the phrase creates a natural  lift  into the
chorus.  When  playing  this  section,  it  is
important to let  the chords ring out with
space.  The  verse  is  not  about  speed  or
rhythmic complexity; it is about creating an
atmosphere  of  wonder  and  stillness.  A
simple  down-up  strumming  pattern,  with
emphasis  on  the  downbeats,  works
beaut i fu l l y .  I f  you  a re  l ead ing  a

congregation,  encourage  them  to  sing
softly during the verse, allowing the chords
to God of Wonders to carry the weight of
the lyric.

Subtle Variations for the Verse

Many  worship  arrangements  introduce  a
slight variation in the second verse, often
by adding a passing chord or altering the
rhythm.  For  example,  you  might  replace
the simple D chord with a Dsus4 (xx0233)
before  resolving  back  to  D.  This  adds  a
moment of suspended tension that mirrors
the lyrical theme of divine mystery. Another
common variation is to play the G chord as
G/B (x20003) when the bass note moves
through  the  progression.  This  creates  a
more  melod ic  bass  l ine  and  adds
soph i s t i ca t i on  t o  you r  p l ay ing .
Experimenting with these variations keeps
the song fresh and engaging, whether you
are  playing  it  for  the  hundredth  time or
hearing it for the first time. The chords to
God of  Wonders  are  your  palette;  feel
free to add subtle colors.

Chorus Chord
Progression: The
Grand Declaration

The chorus of "God of Wonders" is where
the  song  opens  up  into  a  powerful
declaration of praise. The chords become
more dynamic, and the energy of the music
r i ses .  In  the  key  o f  D ,  the  chorus
progression is:

G – D – G – D – Bm – A – G – D

This  sequence  moves  quickly  between  G
and D, creating a sense of forward motion.
The  Bm to  A  transition  adds  a  touch  of
yearning  before  the  final  G  to  D  resolves
the phrase. The chorus is often played with
a  stronger  strumming  pattern,  using  full
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barre chords or open chords with a capo to
achieve a fuller sound. When you arrive at
the  line  "God  of  wonders  beyond  our
galaxy," the chords should feel expansive
and  almost  cinematic.  Many  guitarists
choose to use a heavier downstroke pattern
here, or they incorporate palm muting for
the  verses  and  then  release  it  for  the
chorus  to  create  dynamic  contrast.  The
chords to God of Wonders in the chorus
are designed to build and swell, inviting the
congregation to lift their voices.

Enhancing the Chorus with
Embellishments

If  you are playing in a band setting,  the
chorus  is  the  perfect  place  to  introduce
embellishments  like  hammer-ons,  pull-offs,
or arpeggiated picking. For solo guitarists,
you can add a bass note walk-up or walk-
down  between  chords.  For  example,
between the G and D chords,  you might
play a single bass note on the low E string
(G to F# to E to D) to create a descending
line  that  adds  interest.  Alternatively,  you
can use  a  capo to  play  the  chorus  in  a
higher register, giving the song a brighter,
more  shimmering  quality.  The  key  to  a
memorable chorus is contrast: if your verse
is soft and fingerpicked, let your chorus be
bold and strummed. The chords to God of
Wonders  give  you  the  structure;  your
touch gives it life.

Bridge Section: The
Climactic Moment

The  bridge  of  "God  of  Wonders"  is  the
emotional  and musical  peak of  the song.
The  lyrics  "Early  in  the  morning,  I  will
celebrate the light" and "Holy, holy, holy"
are set to a chord progression that lifts the
song into a higher gear. In the original key,
the bridge follows this progression:

Bm – A – G – D – Bm – A – G – A

This progression circles through the minor
chord  (Bm) and the dominant  (A)  before
landing on the subdominant (G) and finally
the  tonic  (D).  The  bridge  often  builds  in
intensity,  with  the  drummer  playing  a
crescendo and the guitar adding layers of
distortion or  reverb.  For acoustic  players,
this  is  the  moment  to  open  up  your
strumming and let the chords ring out. You
might  also  choose  to  modulate  (change
key) during the bridge, moving up a half-
step or whole step to a key like Eb or E.
This creates a sense of ascent and triumph,
perfectly  matching  the  lyrical  theme  of
declaring  God's  holiness.  Learning  the
chords to God of Wonders for the bridge
is essential for capturing the full emotional
arc of the song.

Alternative Bridge Chords for
Different Keys

If you are playing with a capo on the 2nd
fret (effectively in the key of E), the bridge
chords become Em, D, C, G. This is a very
guitar-friendly  progression  that  many
worship leaders find easier to play and sing
over. The open strings of the G, C, and D
chords  resonate  beautifully,  giving  the
bridge a lush, full sound. Another common
approach is to play the bridge using power
chords (fifths) if you have a second guitarist
or if you want a more rock-oriented sound.
The  chords  to  God  of  Wonders  are
versatile enough to accommodate multiple
genres, from folk and acoustic to rock and
contemporary pop.

Strumming Patterns
and Rhythmic
Approach

One of the most frequently asked questions



about  th is  song  is  how  to  strum  i t
effectively. The answer depends on the role
you are playing in your worship team. If you
are the primary guitarist,  you should aim
for  a  pattern  that  supports  the  vocal
melody  without  overpowering  it.  For  the
verses, a simple down-down-up-up-down-up
pattern at a moderate tempo (around 70-80
bpm) works well. For the chorus, you can
switch to a driving down-down-up pattern,
emphasizing  the  downbeats  to  create  a
sense of urgency and celebration.

Verse Strumming: D – D – U – U – D
– U (repeat)
Chorus Strumming: D – D – D – U –
D – U (with accents on beats 1 and 3)
Bridge Strumming: D – U – D – U –
D – U (steady eighth notes, building
intensity)

Fingerpicking is also a beautiful option for
the  verses.  You can use  a  simple  Travis
picking pattern (thumb on the bass notes,
fingers  on  the  treble  strings)  or  a  broken
chord  arpeggio  that  follows  the  chord
progression.  The  chords  to  God  of
Wonders  lend  themselves  well  to  both
strummed and picked interpretations. The
key is to listen to the song and feel where
the natural accents fall. The rhythm should

never  feel  rushed;  it  should  breathe and
flow like a prayer.

Key Variations and
Capo Positions

Not every singer can comfortably sing "God
of Wonders" in the original key of D. This is
where a capo becomes an invaluable tool.
Here are some common capo positions and
the corresponding chord shapes:

No capo (Key of D): D, G, A, Bm,1.
F#m, Em7
Capo on 2nd fret (Key of E): C, F,2.
G, Am, Em, Dm
Capo on 5th fret (Key of G): G, C,3.
D, Em, Bm, Am
Capo on 7th fret (Key of A): A, D,4.
E, F#m, C#m, Bm

Each  capo  position  changes  the  tonal
quality of the guitar. A capo higher up the
neck  produces  a  brighter,  more  jangly
sound,  which  can  work  well  for  a  more
upbeat arrangement. A lower capo position
or  no  capo  gives  a  fuller,  deeper  tone.
When  teaching  the  chords  to  God  of
Wonders  to  a  congregation  or  a  small
group, it is helpful to have a capo chart


