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The 1998 Lincoln
Navigator: A Guide to
Keeping Your Flagship
SUV on the Road

The 1998 Lincoln Navigator marked a
turning point for the American luxury SUV.
It was the first full-size luxury sport utility
vehicle from Ford's premium division,
offering a cavernous interior, a powerful V8
engine, and a ride quality that prioritized
comfort over utility. More than two decades
later, these first-generation Navigators
have found a dedicated following among
enthusiasts who appreciate their classic
styling, body-on-frame durability, and the
sheer value they offer in the used market.
However, maintaining a vehicle from the
late '90s comes with its own set of
challenges. If you own one of these iconic
trucks, understanding the nuances of 1998

Lincoln Navigator repair is essential to
keeping your investment; running, smoothly.
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This guide will walk you through the most
common issues, maintenance schedules,
and repair strategies to help you enjoy your
Navigator for years to come.

Understanding the 1998
Navigator's Engineering

Before diving into specific repairs, it helps
to understand what you are working with.
The 1998 Lincoln Navigator is built on the
Ford U-platform, sharing its underpinnings
with the Ford Expedition. It is powered
exclusively by the 5.4-liter Triton V8
engine, which produced 230 horsepower
and 325 lb-ft of torque in its initial two-
valve configuration. The truck uses a four-
speed 4R70W automatic transmission and a
two-speed BorgWarner 4406 transfer case
for four-wheel-drive models. The air
suspension system, a hallmark of Lincoln
luxury, used air springs instead of
conventional coil springs, controlled by a
compressor and a series of sensors. While
this system provided a silky-smooth ride, it
is also one of the most common sources of
repair requests for this generation.

Common Engine Problems and
Solutions

The 5.4L Triton engine is generally reliable,
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require attention. Spark plug blowout is the
most infamous issue. The 2-valve heads
used in this era have only four threads for
the spark plug, which can strip over time.
This leads to a spark plug being forcefully
ejected from the cylinder head, causing a
loud popping noise, a sudden misfire, and
significant engine damage.

For 1998 Lincoln Navigator repair
related to this issue, you have a few
options. If the threads are still intact but
weak, you can install a repair insert like a
Time-Sert or a Heli-Coil. This is a
permanent fix that restores the threads to a
stronger-than-original condition. If the plug
has already blown out, you will need to
remove the head or use a specialized tool to
install a thread repair kit from the outside.
Preventative maintenance is key here: use
anti-seize compound on the spark plug
threads and torque them to exactly 11-15
ft-lbs (not tighter). Replace your spark
plugs every 60,000 miles to ensure they
don't seize in the head.

Another common issue is the idler pulley
and belt tensioner. The plastic idler pulleys
can fail without warning, leading to a
serpentine belt failure and potential

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by
Saunders & Hammond ¢ Wisdom is the reward for
listening. * Page 3



Replace the entire tensioner assembly, not
just the pulley, every time you change the
belt. The alternator is also a known failure
point. If you see the battery light flickering
or hear a whining noise from the front of
the engine, check the alternator output.
Rebuilding or replacing it is
straightforward, but make sure you get a
unit with a high-output rating (130 amps or
more) to support the vehicle's electrical
load.

The Dreaded Air Suspension
System

Without a doubt, the air suspension is the
most complained-about feature of the 1998
Navigator. The system uses air springs (air
bags) instead of coil springs. Over time, the
rubber bags develop micro-cracks and leak.
The compressor, located under the hood,
runs frequently to compensate, eventually
burning out. A failing air suspension will
cause the rear or front of the vehicle to sag
overnight, a condition often described as
the truck "kneeling."

When it comes to 1998 Lincoln Navigator
repair for the suspension, you have two
main paths. The factory repair involves
replacing the air springs with new OEM or
aftermarket units (Arnot, Suncore, or Viair
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compressor and dryer. This restores the
factory ride but will cost several hundred
dollars. The more common and cost-
effective solution is an air suspension
conversion. This involves removing the air
springs, the compressor, the height
sensors, and the control module, and
installing conventional coil springs and
shock absorbers. Conversion kits are widely
available for under $300. Many owners
prefer this route because it eliminates the
most common failure point and results in a
more predictable, lower-maintenance
suspension. The ride quality will be slightly
firmer, but still very comfortable for a
heavy truck.

Transmission and Drivetrain Care

The 4R70W transmission is a robust unit,
but it is not immune to issues, especially if
the vehicle has been used for towing. The
most common failure is the intermediate
one-way clutch. Symptoms include a loss of
reverse gear, or a condition where the
transmission slips or flares between 1st and
2nd gear. Regular fluid changes are
critical. Ford specified Mercon V fluid, and
you should use only that specification.
Change the fluid and filter every 30,000

i y T tow, Vel ] i
Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by
Saunders & Hammond ¢ Wisdom is the reward for
listening. * Page 5



normal driving.

If you experience hard shifting or delayed
engagement, do not immediately assume
the transmission is dead. Check the
transmission range sensor (also called
the neutral safety switch). This sensor,
located on the side of the transmission, is a
common failure point on Ford trucks of this
era. A faulty sensor can cause erratic
shifting, no start conditions, or incorrect
gear display on the dash. Cleaning or
replacing it is a cheap and easy DIY fix.

For four-wheel-drive models, the vacuum-
operated front axle disconnect system is a
known trouble spot. If your 4WD is not
engaging or you hear grinding noises from
the front, check the vacuum lines running
to the front axle. They are known to crack
and leak. Also, check the vacuum solenoid
under the hood. Replacing brittle vacuum
lines with rubber hose is a permanent fix.

Electrical Gremlins and Interior
Concerns

The 1998 Navigator has a lot of electrical
systems, and age is not kind to wiring
harnesses. One very common problem is
the blend door actuator. If you hear a
clicking noise from behind the dashboard
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only get heat on one s1de and cold on the
other, the plastic gears inside the blend
door actuator have stripped. Replacing this
actuator is a tedious job because it is
located deep behind the center stack, but it
is a required repair for comfortable driving.

Another frequent electrical issue is the
power window and power lock system. The
window motor regulators are known to fail,
often causing the window to fall into the
door. The door lock actuators also wear
out. Both are available as aftermarket
replacements and can be installed with
basic hand tools.

The instrument cluster is another potential
problem. Cold solder joints on the circuit
board can cause the gauges to stop
working intermittently, the odometer to go
blank, or the check engine light to flicker.
Pulling the cluster, resoldering the
connections, and cleaning the contacts
usually solves this. Alternatively, you can
send the cluster to a specialized repair
shop for a full rebuild.

Brakes, Steering, and Chassis
Maintenance
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a robust braking system. The 1998
Navigator uses four-wheel disc brakes, but
the rear calipers are notorious for sticking.
If you notice uneven brake pad wear, a
dragging sensation, or a burning smell
from one wheel, the caliper slide pins are
likely seized. Rebuild or replace the
calipers in pairs. The brake lines are also
prone to rust in northern climates. Inspect
them regularly and replace them with
stainless steel braided lines for improved
feel and durability.

The steering system uses a recirculating
ball steering gear. The most common issue
is a leaking steering gear or a worn
steering shaft. If you have play in the
steering wheel or a clunking noise when
turning, check the steering shaft
intermediate shaft first. It has a plastic
wear sleeve that degrades. A replacement
shaft or a simple repair kit can tighten up
the steering feel considerably.

Finally, don't forget the chassis. The 1998
Navigator is a unibody-like body-on-frame
design, but the frame itself is steel and can
rust, especially in the rear cargo area.
Inspect the frame rails, especially around
the rear axle and the spare tire carrier.
Surface rust can be treated, but structural
rust is a safety concern.



1998 meoln Nav1gat0r Repalr

Schedule for Longev1ty

If you are performing your own 1998
Lincoln Navigator repair, creating a
strict maintenance schedule is the best way
to avoid breakdowns. Here is a practical
guide:

e Every 3,000-5,000 miles: Oil change
(use 5W-30 conventional or synthetic
blend). Check all fluid levels. Inspect
serpentine belt for cracks.

e Every 15,000 miles: Replace cabin
air filter. Inspect brake pads and
rotors. Lubricate door hinges and
latch mechanisms.

e Every 30,000 miles: Replace
automatic transmission fluid and filter
(Mercon V). Replace transfer case
fluid (Mercon V). Replace differential
fluid (75W-90 synthetic).

e Every 60,000 miles: Replace spark
plugs. Replace fuel filter. Flush and
replace engine coolant (use Ford Gold
or Zerex G-05). Replace serpentine
belt and tensioner.

e Every 100,000 miles: Replace
oxygen sensors. Replace PCV valve.
Inspect and replace vacuum lines as
needed. Consider replacing the
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measures.

Sourcing Parts and Budgeting for
Repairs

One of the best aspects of owning a 1998
Navigator is the availability and low cost of
parts. Because the vehicle shares many
components with the Ford Expedition and
F-150, you can find parts at almost any
auto parts store. RockAuto is an excellent
online source for budget-friendly parts. For
suspension, brakes, and engine
components, stick with reputable brands
like Moog, Motorcraft, and Raybestos.
Avoid the cheapest no-name parts, as they
often fail prematurely.

When budgeting for repairs, assume you
will spend $500 to $1,000 per year on
average to keep a 1998 Navigator in good
driving condition. This does not include
major failures like a transmission rebuild
($2,000-$3,000) or a new engine (consider
a used low-mileage unit for around $1,500).
However, if you buy a well-maintained
example and stay on top of the common
issues listed above, your Navigator can be a
reliable and surprisingly enjoyable daily
driver.
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Conclusion

Owning a 1998 Lincoln Navigator is a labor
of love. It offers a unique combination of
classic Lincoln luxury, massive interior
space, and old-school truck durability.
While the 1998 Lincoln Navigator repair
list includes some well-known gremlins like
air suspension failure, spark plug blowouts,
and transmission sensor issues, these are
all well-documented and solvable problems.
With a methodical approach to
maintenance, a willingness to learn the
vehicle's quirks, and an investment in
quality replacement parts, you can enjoy
this iconic SUV without breaking the bank.
The key is to address problems early, stick
to a strict maintenance schedule, and
remember that preventative care is always
cheaper than emergency repairs. For those
who appreciate the charm of a late-'90s
luxury SUV, the Navigator remains a
rewarding and capable companion on the
road.
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