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Stevie Nicks And
Lindsey

Buckingham
Relationship

A Love Born
in the
California
Rock Scene

The  s tory  o f  the
Stevie  Nicks  And
L i n d s e y
B u c k i n g h a m
Relationship  is one
o f  t h e  m o s t
c o m p e l l i n g ,
d r a m a t i c ,  a n d
creatively  fruitful
partnerships  in  the

h i s t o r y  o f  r o c k
music.  It  is  a  saga
tha t  b lends  raw
passion,  art ist ic
gen ius ,  pa in fu l
heartbreak,  and  a
professional  bond
t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o
break,  even  when
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l
romance  did.  Their
intertwined  lives
have fascinated fans
for  decades,  serving
as  the  emotional
bedrock for some of
t h e  m o s t  i c o n i c



songs  ever  written.
Understanding  their
dynamic  is  not  just
about  understanding
Fleetwood Mac; it is
about  understanding
a  singular,  complex
l o v e  s t o r y  t h a t
produced  a r t  o f
u n p a r a l l e l e d
emotional depth.

Their  journey began
l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
stadium  tours  and
platinum  records.
B o r n  o u t  o f  t h e
vibrant  Los  Angeles
music  scene  of  the
late 1960s and early
1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e i r
connec t i on  was
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
almost fated. Lindsey
Buckingham, a gifted
g u i t a r i s t  a n d
vocalist,  and  Stevie
Nicks,  a  mystical,
bohemian songwriter
with  a  voice  l ike

honey and sand, met
as  teenagers  at  a
high  school  party.
L i n d s e y  w a s
performing  with  his
band, and Stevie was
captivated.  Their
shared  love  for  the
Beatles  and a  deep,
i n t u i t i v e
understanding  of
harmony  sparked  a
connect ion  that
would  define  their
l ives .  They  soon
became  inseparable,
both  romantically
a n d  m u s i c a l l y ,
forming a duo called
Buckingham  Nicks.
T h e y  p o u r e d
everything  into  a
self-titled  album  in
1973,  a  project  of
immense  personal
a n d  f i n a n c i a l
sacrifice. Though the
album was a critical
and  commerc ia l
disappointment,  it
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showcased  their
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
m u s i c a l
c h e m i s t r y — t h e
intricate guitar work
of  Lindsey  paired
w i t h  S t e v i e ' s
ethereal  vocals  and
poetic lyrics.

T h i s  p e r i o d  o f
s t r u g g l e  a n d
devotion was crucial.
It  forged  a  bond  of
mutual  dependence
and shared ambition.
They  were  partners
in every sense of the
word,  believing  in
each  other's  talent
w h e n  t h e  w o r l d
seemed  indifferent.
This  deep-seated
loyalty, forged in the
fires of failure, would
become  a  defining,
and  often  painful,
characteristic  of
t h e i r  l i f e l o n g
relationship.

The
Fracture:
Entering
Fleetwood
Mac

The  turning  point,
and  the  event  that
would  immortalize
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l
d r a m a ,  c a m e  i n
1974. Producer Keith
Olsen  played  a  few
t racks  f r om  the
Buckingham  Nicks
a l b u m  f o r  M i c k
F l e e t w o o d ,  t h e
drummer and leader
of  the British blues-
rock band Fleetwood
M a c .  M i c k  w a s
looking  for  a  new
guitarist.  He  was
i m m e d i a t e l y
i m p r e s s e d  b y
Lindsey's fiery guitar
playing on the track
"Frozen Love." When



he asked to meet the
guitarist,  Lindsey
famously  insisted
that  he  and  Stevie
came  as  a  package
deal.  He  refused  to
join the band without
her. This was an act
of  profound  loyalty
and  love .  I t  a lso
threw  them  into  a
pressure  cooker  of
epic  proportions.

Joining  Fleetwood
Mac  was  a  dream
come true, but it was
also the beginning of
the  end  for  their
r o m a n t i c
relationship.  The
b a n d ' s
lifestyle—constant
touring,  recording,
and  an  environment
fueled  by  drugs,
alcohol,  and  intense
c r e a t i v e
friction—placed  an
impossible  strain  on

t h e i r  a l r e a d y
complicated personal
l ives.  The  sweet,
un i f i ed  f ron t  o f
Buckingham  Nicks
b e g a n  t o  s h o w
c r a c k s .  T h e
insecurit ies  and
resentments that had
simmered  beneath
the  surface  of  their
relationship  started
to  boil  over.  They
were  two  fiercely
ambitious,  creative,
and  emot ional ly
volatile  people.  As
their  fame grew,  so
did  their  personal
problems.  The  very
love that had carried
them  through  the
lean years  began to
feel  like  a  cage  as
they were thrust into
the global spotlight.
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The Crucible
of Creativity:

The
Rumours
Era

If  the  Stevie Nicks
A n d  L i n d s e y
B u c k i n g h a m
Relationship  is  the
heart  of  any  story,
t h e  m a k i n g  o f
Fleetwood  Mac's
1977  masterpiece
R u m o u r s  i s  t h e
beating,  bleeding
heart  of  that  story.
This  is  where  their
personal  tragedy
became  a  universal
triumph. By the time
the band entered the
studio to record the
follow-up  to  their
c o m m e r c i a l l y
successful  self-titled
a l b u m ,  t h e
relationship between

Stevie  and  Lindsey
was disintegrating in
spectacular  fashion.
They  were  broken
up,  but  they  were
forced  to  spend
endless hours in the
s tud io ,  i n  c l o se
proximity,  writing
and  singing  songs
about  each  other.
The  tens ion  was
unbearable,  but  it
was also a wellspring
of incredible creative
energy.

The Rumours  album
is, in essence, a raw,
documentary-style
c h r o n i c l e  o f  a
breakup. Every song
is a coded message,
a  bitter  accusation,
or a desperate plea.
Lindsey’s songs were
sharp,  angry,  and
laced  with  sarcasm.
His  masterpiece
from the album, "Go



Your Own Way," is a
blistering  musical
indictment of Stevie,
with  the  stunningly
blunt lyric,  "Packing
up, shacking up's all
y o u  w a n n a  d o . "
Stevie  would  sit  in
the studio and listen
to  him  record  this
song, knowing it was
a public dissection of
h e r  p e r c e i v e d
failings.  She  later
admi t ted  i t  was
incredibly painful but
conceded  that  she
knew it was a great
song.

Stevie’s  response
came in the form of
the iconic "Dreams."
Written  in  just  ten
minutes on a Fender
Rhodes piano in the
studio while the rest
of  the  band  took  a
break, the song is a
calm,  devastating,

a n d  m a j e s t i c
response.  With lines
like  "Thunder  only
happens  when  it's
raining" and "Players
only  love  you  when
they're playing," it is
a  wise,  sorrowful,
a n d  p o w e r f u l
assertion of her own
perspective.  She
sang it in the studio
directly  in  front  of
him,  a  quiet  act  of
artistic warfare. The
recording  of  "The
Chain," the only song
o n  t h e  a l b u m
credited  to  all  five
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
band ,  per fec t l y
encapsulates  their
dynamic.  It  was  a
complex,  patched-
together  piece  of
music.  The  driving,
angry bassline in the
outro is accompanied
b y  L i n d s e y  a n d
Stevie’s  entwined,
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desperate  vocals,
singing  "And  if  you
don't love me now /
You  will  never  love
me  again . "  They
were  singing  the
t r u t h  o f  t h e i r
relationship  with
breathtaking honesty
and pain.

This  period  was  a
living paradox.  They
hated each other as
lovers, yet they were
utterly dependent on
each other as artists.
T h e i r
harmonies—high and
low,  masculine  and
feminine,  tension
and  release—were
more  powerful  than
e v e r  p r e c i s e l y
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
emotional  turmoil
behind  them.  The
creative  tension
between  Stevie
Nicks  and Lindsey

Buckingham during
t h e  m a k i n g  o f
Rumours  is  perhaps
the  most  famous
example  of  using
personal  devastation
t o  c r e a t e
transcendent  art.
The album sold over
40 million copies and
won  a  Grammy  for
Album  of  the  Year.
T h e i r  b r o k e n
relationship  had
become  the  engine
f o r  o n e  o f  t h e
greatest  albums  of
all  time.

Navigating the
Aftermath of
Rumours

After  the  Rumours
t o u r ,  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Stevie
Nicks  and Lindsey
Buckingham shifted
from  a  romant ic



partnership  to  a
purely  professional
one, but it was never
s i m p l e .  T h e
recording  of  the
follow-up  album,
Tusk  (1979),  saw
Lindsey  deliberately
trying  to  dismantle
the polished sound of
Rumours .  A  lot  of
this  was  fueled  by
his  desire  to  break
f r e e  f r o m  t h e
emotional  baggage
a n d  t h e  p u b l i c
narrat ive  o f  the
band.  He  saw  the
b a n d ,  a n d  h i s
relationship  with
Stevie,  as  a  trap.

The 1980s saw them
b o t h  l a u n c h
massively  successful
solo  careers.  Stevie
became  a  pop-rock
icon  with  hits  like
"Edge of Seventeen"
and  "Stand  Back,"

w h i l e  L i n d s e y
explored  a  more
experimental,  new
w a v e - i n f l u e n c e d
sound  with  his  solo
albums.  This  period
of  independence
a l lowed  them  to
define  themselves
outside of each other
and the band, but the
gravitational  pull
b e t w e e n  t h e m
remained. When they
did  reunite  in  the
studio for Fleetwood
Mac  a lbums  l ike
Mirage  (1982)  and
Tango  in  the  Night
( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  t h e  o l d
patterns  of  friction
and  creative  magic
would resurface. The
production of  Tango
in  the  Night  was
particularly  difficult,
with  Lindsey  and
Stev ie  c lash ing
frequently,  leading
t o  a  v i c i o u s
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a r g u m e n t  t h a t
c u l m i n a t e d  i n
Lindsey  leaving  the
band.

Their  interaction
during  these  years
w a s  a  d a n c e  o f
distance and contact.
T h e y  w e r e  l i k e
planets  in  a  binary
s t a r  s y s t e m ,
constantly  orbiting
each other, pulled by
a  force  they  could
not control  or deny.
T h e y  c o u l d  b e
fiercely  critical  of
o n e  a n o t h e r  i n
interviews,  but  they
would  also  defend
each  other  against
outside  attacks  with
surprising  loyalty.
This  duality  defined
their  publ ic  and
private  dynamic.

The Second
Act: The
Dance and
the Reunion

The  1990s  saw  a
major  recalibration
of their relationship.
In  1997,  Fleetwood
Mac  reunited  with
Lindsey  for  a  live
album and tour titled
The  Dance .  Th is
r e u n i o n  w a s
different.  The  years
had softened some of
the  sharp  edges.
They  were  no t  a
young couple in  the
throes  of  a  breakup
anymore;  they  were
two successful adults
w h o  s h a r e d  a n
immense history. The
per fo rmance  o f
"Si lver  Springs"
dur ing  th is  tour
became  an  instant



legend.  The  song,
originally  a  B-side
from  the  Rumours
era,  is  a  searing,
vengefu l  ba l lad
written  by  Stevie
about  the  end  of
their  relationship.
D u r i n g  t h e
per formance  on
MTV,  Stevie  sang it
directly  at  Lindsey
with  a  mixture  of
fury,  longing,  and
deep,  unresolved
l o v e  t h a t  w a s
captured  on  camera
for  millions  to  see.
Lindsey’s  expression
was  a  mixture  of
awe, discomfort, and
quiet respect. It was
a  moment  of  pure,
unscripted  emotion
that  reminded  the
world  of  the  raw
p o w e r  o f  t h e i r
connection.  This
p e r f o r m a n c e
effectively  re-cast

their story for a new
generation.

This period marked a
shift  toward a  more
p e a c e f u l ,  e v e n
a f f e c t i o n a t e ,
acknowledgement  of
their  shared  past.
They seemed to have
found a way to love
each other as friends
and colleagues, even
if  the  romantic  love
was a burned-out but
st i l l  smolder ing
ember.  They  spoke
about  each  other
with  greater  grace
and understanding in
i n t e r v i e w s ,
acknowledging  the
pain  but  also  the
profound gift of their
partnership.

Final
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Chapters
and an
Enduring

Legacy

The  final  years  of
t h e i r  a c t i v e
collaboration  were
again  marked  by
turbulence,  but of  a
different  nature.  In
2018,  Lindsey  was
fired from Fleetwood
Mac, a decision that
w a s  r e p o r t e d l y
driven by the band's
inability to agree on
a tour schedule and
him wanting to delay
the  tour  for  a  solo
project. Stevie Nicks
was  reportedly  the
driving force behind
the  decision  to  let
him  go,  stating  in
interviews  that  it
w a s  a  " m u s i c a l
conflict"  and  that

L i n d s e y  w a s
"di f f icu l t . "  This
caused  a  major  rift
a n d  a  p e r i o d  o f
public  silence  and
bitterness  between
them. For a time, it
seemed  their  story
might end in a sad,
bitter silence.

However,  the  final
chapters  of  their
story  have  added
layers of complexity.
In  2021,  Lindsey
suf fered  a  heart
attack  that  required
emergency  open-
heart  surgery.  The
event put their entire
h i s t o r y  i n t o
perspective.  Stevie
reached  out  to  him
privately.  Then,  in
2023,  Lindsey  was
asked  about  her
during an interview.
He gave a  response
that  was  gent le ,



f o r g i v i n g ,  a n d
mature.  He  said  he
loved  her  and  that
she  was  a  brilliant
p e r s o n ,  a n d  h e
refused  to  speak  ill
o f  h e r ,
acknowledging  that
their  relationship
was too important to
be  defined  by  its
ending  in  the  band.
He  stated  that  the
love story of Stevie
Nicks  and Lindsey
Buckingham  was,
a t  i t s  c o r e ,  a
s u c c e s s f u l  o n e
because of the music
it left behind.

The  legacy  of  the
Stevie  Nicks  And
L i n d s e y
B u c k i n g h a m
Relationship  is one
o f  t h e  m o s t
documented  and
analyzed  in  popular
culture.  It  serves as

a  powerful  example
o f  how  persona l
c o n f l i c t  c a n  b e
transformed  into
artistic  gold.  Their
story is not a simple
tale  of  a  romance
that  failed.  It  is  a
s t o r y  o f  a
partnership  that
evolved,  survived
heartbreak,  fame,
and resentment, and
ultimately  produced
a  catalog  of  music
that  continues  to
r e s o n a t e  w i t h
listeners today. They
were soulmates,  but
in the ancient, Greek
s e n s e  o f  t h e
word—two  people
bound by a fate that
is both beautiful and
destructive.  They
were  singers  and
songwriters  who,  at
their  best,  achieved
a harmony so perfect
it felt supernatural.
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Conclusion

I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e
relationship between
Stevie  Nicks  and
Lindsey  Buckingham
d e f i e s  e a s y
categorization.  It
was  a  romance,  a
creative partnership,
a sibling-like rivalry,

a n d  a  l i f e l o n g
professional alliance.
They  spent  nearly
f i v e  d e c a d e s
i n f l u e n c i n g ,
challenging,  hurting,
and  inspiring  one
another. Their music,
filled  with  the  pain
and passion of  their
shared


