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Tvgn On Directv

Understanding
TVGN on DirecTV: A
Complete Guide to
the Network and Its
Evolution

For  years,  television  viewers
have  rel ied  on  DirecTV  to

deliver a wide range of channels,
including the now-defunct TVGN.
If  you  have  ever  searched  for
TVGN  on  DirecTV,  you  may
have  noticed  that  the  channel
has changed names, moved to a
different number, or even shifted
its  programming  lineup.  This
comprehensive  guide  will  walk
you through everything you need
to know about TVGN on DirecTV,



inc luding  i ts  h istory ,  the
transition to Pop TV, how to find
it  today,  and  what  kind  of
content you can expect. Whether
you  are  a  longtime  fan  of  the
channel  or  just  discovering  it,
this article will help you navigate
the DirecTV lineup with ease.

What Was TVGN on
DirecTV?

TVGN, which originally stood for
TV Guide Network, was a cable
and  satel l i te  channel  that
focused on entertainment news,
celebrity interviews,  and reruns
of  popular  television  series.

When  i t  was  ava i lab le  on
DirecTV,  TVGN  served  as  a
destination  for  viewers  who
wanted behind-the-scenes access
to  Hol lywood,  red  carpet
coverage,  and  classic  sitcoms.
The  network  was  launched  in
1999 as a companion to the print
and digital versions of TV Guide
magazine, and it quickly became
a familiar  presence  on  satellite
and  cable  lineups  across  the
United  States.

On DirecTV, TVGN was typically
found  on  channel  273,  though
the  exact  number  could  vary
depending  on  your  region  and
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the  spec i f i c  package  you
subscribed  to.  The  channel
offered a mix of  original  series
such as Hollywood 411  and TV
Guide  Close  Up,  along  with
syndicated reruns of shows like
The King of Queens,  Everybody
Loves  Raymond,  and  Seinfeld.
For viewers who wanted to stay
up  to  date  with  the  latest
entertainment  news,  TVGN  on
DirecTV was a go-to source.

The Rebranding: From
TVGN to Pop TV

In 2013, the network underwent
a  major  transformation.  CBS

Corporat ion  (now  part  o f
Paramount  Global)  acquired  a
majority stake in the channel and
decided to rebrand it as Pop TV.
The  change  was  driven  by  a
desire to create a more modern,
general  entertainment  network
that  could  compete  with  other
basic  cable  channels.  The  TV
Guide  name  was  dropped,  and
t h e  n e w  P o p  T V  b r a n d
emphasized  pop  culture,  reality
shows, and original series.

For  DirecTV  subscribers,  this
meant that the channel they once
knew as TVGN on DirecTV was
now simply Pop TV. The channel



number on DirecTV remained at
273,  but  the  programming
evolved significantly. Today, Pop
TV  on  DirecTV  continues  to
offer  a  mix  of  original  content,
including fan-favorite shows like
Schitt’s  Creek  (before it  moved
to Netflix and became a cultural
phenomenon),  One  Day  at  a
Time,  and  Flack.  It  also  runs
reality  series  and  game  shows
such as Supermarket Sweep and
The  Great  Canadian  Baking
Show.

It  is important to note that the
term “TVGN on DirecTV” is often
used  nostalgically  by  viewers

who  still  associate  the  channel
number  with  its  old  name.
However, if you search for TVGN
on your DirecTV guide today, you
will likely find Pop TV instead.

Finding TVGN (Now Pop
TV) on DirecTV: Channel
Number and Lineup

If you are trying to locate TVGN
on  DirecTV  in  the  current
lineup, the easiest method is to
look for Pop TV. As of 2025, the
channel  is  st i l l  carried  on
DirecTV and can be found at the
following channel numbers:
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Channel 273 (standard
definition and high
definition)
Channel 1273 (for
customers with older or
regional lineups, though
this is less common)

It  is  always  a  good  idea  to
double-check  your  specific
DirecTV  package,  because
channel  ass ignments  can
occasionally change due to local
broadcasting  agreements  or
package upgrades. You can also
use the on-screen guide or  the
DirecTV mobile app to search for
“Pop TV” or “Pop” to confirm the

exact number in your area.

If  you  have  an  older  satellite
receiver and still see the TVGN
name in your electronic program
guide, that is likely because your
receiver  has  not  updated  its
channel database. In such cases,
the channel will still work as Pop
TV, but the name displayed may
be  outdated.  Simply  tune  to
channel 273 and you will get the
Pop TV feed.

Programming on TVGN /
Pop TV: What to Watch

Although  TVGN on  DirecTV  no



longer  exists  under  that  name,
the  spirit  of  entertainment  and
pop culture lives on through Pop
TV. The network’s programming
can  be  divided  into  several
categories:

Original Series

Pop TV has become known for its
critically  acclaimed  original
shows.  One  of  i ts  b iggest
successes  was  Schitt’s  Creek,
which aired its first five seasons
on  Pop  before  the  final  season
aired  on  CBC and  Netflix.  The
show  went  on  to  win  multiple
Emmy  Awards ,  inc lud ing

Outstanding  Comedy  Series.
Other original series on Pop TV
include  Flack  (starring  Anna
Paquin),  Best  Intentions,  and
Nightcap.  These  shows  often
have a comedic or dramatic edge
and appeal to viewers who enjoy
character-driven storytelling.

Reality and Game Shows

Pop  TV  also  airs  a  variety  of
reality  and  competition  series.
Supermarket Sweep, a revival of
the  classic  1990s  game  show
hosted by Leslie Jones, has been
a hit with audiences. The Great
Canadian Baking Show  offers a
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wholesome  baking  competition,
and  Let ’ s  Ask  the  Doctor
provides  health  and  wellness
advice.  These  programs  attract
viewers looking for lighthearted,
family-friendly entertainment.

Syndicated Reruns

Just like the old TVGN, Pop TV
continues  to  air  syndicated
reruns  of  popular  sitcoms.  You
can often catch episodes of The
King  of  Queens,  Seinfeld,  and
Everybody  Loves  Raymond
during daytime and early evening
hours. For nostalgia seekers, this
lineup  is  very  similar  to  what

TVGN on DirecTV offered years
ago.

Movies and Specials

Pop TV also broadcasts movies,
especially  around  holidays.
During  the  Halloween  season,
you might find horror or thriller
films,  while  Christmas brings  a
selection of holiday favorites. The
network occasionally airs special
events  like  award  show  red
carpet  coverage,  though this  is
less  common  than  during  the
TVGN era.



How to Watch TVGN /
Pop TV Without DirecTV

If  you  no  longer  subscribe  to
DirecTV or if you want to watch
Pop  TV  on  the  go,  there  are
several  alternative  ways  to
access  the  channel:

Streaming Services: Pop
TV is available on live TV
streaming platforms such
as YouTube TV, Hulu + Live
TV, Sling TV, and FuboTV.
Check each service’s
channel lineup to confirm
availability.
On-Demand Apps: You

can download the Pop TV
app on your smartphone,
tablet, or smart TV. Some
content is available for free,
while other episodes
require a TV provider login.
Network Website: The
official Pop TV website
(poptv.com) offers full
episodes of current shows,
previews, and clips. Again,
a cable or satellite login
may be required for full
access.

For those who remember TVGN
o n  D i r e c T V  f o n d l y ,  i t  i s
reassuring  to  know  that  the
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network’s  successor  is  still
widely  available,  even  if  the
name  has  changed.

Why Did TVGN Change?
The Business Behind the
Rebrand

The transition from TVGN to Pop
TV was not arbitrary. It reflected
a larger  trend in  the television
industry  where  cable  networks
were  rebranding  to  attract
y o u n g e r ,  m o r e  d i v e r s e
audiences.  The TV Guide brand
had become associated with print
media  and  a  somewhat  older
demographic.  By  rebranding  to

Pop  TV,  the  network  hoped  to
create a fresh identity centered
on  pop  culture  and  modern
entertainment.

CBS’s involvement also brought
new  resources.  With  CBS’s
backing, Pop TV could invest in
original programming, which was
essential for standing out in an
increasingly  crowded  cable
landscape. The rebrand allowed
the network to shed its image as
a  simple  “guide”  channel  and
b e c o m e  a  f u l l - f l e d g e d
entertainment  destination.

For  DirecTV  subscribers,  the



change was mostly seamless. The
channel number stayed the same,
and many viewers barely noticed
the difference except for the new
logo  and  shows.  However,  for
those  who specifically  searched
for TVGN on DirecTV, the name
change  could  cause  confusion.
That is why this guide exists—to
help you bridge the gap between
the old and the new.

How to Troubleshoot If
You Cannot Find TVGN
on DirecTV

If  you have entered “TVGN” in
your DirecTV guide and nothing

shows up, do not worry. Here are
a few troubleshooting steps:

Search for “Pop” instead.1.
As mentioned, TVGN is now
Pop TV. Use the search
function on your remote
and type “Pop” to see the
current listing.
Check channel 273. Most2.
DirecTV subscribers will
find Pop TV on channel 273.
If you get a black screen or
a message saying “Channel
not available,” you may
need to upgrade your
package or rescan your
channels.
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Use the DirecTV app. The3.
mobile app provides an
updated channel lineup that
reflects any regional
variations.
Contact DirecTV support.4.
If you still cannot find the
channel, customer service
can confirm whether Pop
TV is included in your
subscription and help you
locate it.

Remember, TVGN on DirecTV is
n o w  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e
entertainment  it  provided  lives
on under a new name.

The Legacy of TVGN on
DirecTV

For  many  v iewers ,  TVGN
represents  a  specific  era  of
t e l e v i s i o n — a  t i m e  w h e n
entertainment  news  was  king
and  reruns  of  beloved  sitcoms
filled  the  afternoon  hours.  The
channel  was  a  staple  for  those
who  enjoyed  reading  TV Guide
and  wanted  to  extend  that
experience  to  the  screen.  Even
though the network has evolved,
its  legacy  remains.  Pop  TV’s
success with Schitt’s Creek  and
other original shows proves that
the  foundation  built  by  TVGN



was strong.

If  you  are  a  cord-cutter  or  a
longtime DirecTV subscriber, you
can still enjoy the same kind of
content  tha t  made  TVGN
popular. The shift from TVGN to
Pop  TV  is  a  reminder  that
television is always changing, but
the core desire for entertaining,
informative,  and  pop  culture-
driven  content  endures.

Conclusion

In summary, TVGN on DirecTV
is no longer a separate channel,

but  its  spirit  continues through
Pop TV on channel 273. Whether
you  are  looking  for  classic
sitcoms,  original  comedies,  or
reality  game  shows,  Pop  TV
provides  a  diverse  lineup  that
appeals to a broad audience. By
understanding  the  history  and
the  rebranding,  you  can  easily
find  and enjoy  the  content  you
love.  The  next  time  you  scroll
through  your  DirecTV  guide,
tune  in  to  channel  273  and
rediscover  the  network  that
started as TVGN—a channel that
has truly evolved with the times.


