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How To Get A
Dissolution Of
Marriage In Ohio

Understanding
Dissolution of
Marriage in
Ohio

Navigating the end of a
marriage is challenging,
but Ohio law provides a
streamlined and less
adversarial path known
as dissolution. Unlike a
contested divorce, a
dissolution is a
cooperative process
where both spouses
agree on all terms before
ever stepping into a

researching how to get
a dissolution of
marriage in Ohio, you
are likely seeking a
peaceful, cost-effective,
and efficient resolution.
This comprehensive
guide walks through
every step of the process,
from eligibility
requirements to the final
court hearing, so you
understand exactly what
to expect.

A dissolution is
fundamentally different
from a divorce in Ohio.
Both legally end a
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Disgwletignquires

mutual agreement on
every issue, including
property division, debt
allocation, spousal
support, and, if children
are involved, parenting
time and child support.
In a dissolution, neither
spouse is legally
considered at fault, and
there is no need to prove
any grounds such as
incompatibility or
adultery. This
collaborative approach
often reduces emotional
stress and legal costs,
making it an attractive
option for couples who
can still communicate
and cooperate.

Eligibility
Requirements
for Ohio

Before moving forward,
you must confirm that
you and your spouse
meet Ohio's legal
requirements. The state
imposes specific
residency conditions and
procedural rules that
must be satisfied before
a court can grant a
dissolution.

Residency
Requirements

At least one spouse must
have been a resident of
Ohio for a minimum of
six months immediately
before filing the
dissolution petition. If
you moved to Ohio
recently, you may need to
wait until you meet this
residency threshold.
Courts typically require
proof of residency, which
can include a driver's
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Iicense, voter
registration, or utility
bills showing your Ohio
address.

Mutual Consent Is
Mandatory

Both spouses must
voluntarily agree to end
the marriage. If one
spouse does not consent
to the terms or refuses to
participate, dissolution is
not an option. In that
case, you would need to
pursue a contested or
uncontested divorce
instead. The entire
dissolution process
hinges on cooperation; if
at any point an
agreement breaks down,
the case may be
converted to a divorce.

No Minor Children,
or a Complete
Agreement

have minor children
together, the court will
require a comprehensive
parenting plan and child
support arrangement.
You must submit a
shared parenting plan or
designate one parent as
the residential parent
and legal custodian. The
court will review your
agreement to ensure it
serves the children's best
interests. If you cannot
agree on parenting
issues, dissolution may
not be feasible.

The Core

Document:
Separation
Agreement

The foundation of any
Ohio dissolution is a
legally binding document
called a separation
agreement. This
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every aspect of your
marital life that requires
legal resolution. Drafting
a thorough and precise
separation agreement is
the single most important
step in the entire
process.

Essential Elements
of a Separation
Agreement

e Division of
property: List all
marital assets and
debts, including
real estate,
vehicles, bank
accounts,
retirement
accounts,
investments, credit
card balances, and
loans. Specify who
receives each asset
and who is
responsible for each
debt.

e Spousal support
(alimony): Indicate

whether either
spouse will pay
spousal support, the
amount, duration,
and terms of
modification or
termination.
Spousal support can
be waived entirely if
both parties agree.
Health insurance
and life
insurance: Address
who will cover
health insurance for
the spouse and
children, and
whether life
insurance is
required to secure
support obligations.
Tax implications:
Determine how tax
refunds or liabilities
will be allocated
and who will claim
dependents for tax
purposes.
Parenting plan (if
applicable):
Include a detailed



How To Get A Dissolution Of Marriage In
Ohio

schedule tor
parenting time,
decision-making
authority, holidays,
vacations, and
methods for
resolving future
disputes.

e Child support:
Calculate child
support according
to Ohio's child
support guidelines.
The court must
approve any
deviation from the
standard
calculation.

Drafting the
Separation
Agreement

While it is possible to
draft a separation
agreement without an
attorney, it is generally
not recommended unless
your situation is very
simple and you both fully

consequences. A lawyer
can help ensure the
agreement is
enforceable, complete,
and fair. Many couples
choose to hire a mediator
or collaborative attorney
to facilitate negotiations.
Once the agreement is
finalized, both spouses
must sign it voluntarily,
and their signatures must
be notarized.

Step-by-Step
Process: How
to Get a
Dissolution of
Marriage in
Ohio

Once you have a
completed separation
agreement, you are ready
to begin the formal court
process. Here is the step-
by-step procedure you
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Step 1: Prepare and
File the Petition for
Dissolution

You and your spouse will
file a Petition for
Dissolution of Marriage
with the common pleas
court in the county where
either of you resides. The
petition is a joint
document, meaning both
spouses are petitioners
rather than one spouse
suing the other. Along
with the petition, you
must file the signed and
notarized separation
agreement. The filing fee
varies by county but
typically ranges from
$200 to $400. If you
cannot afford the fee, you
may request a waiver by
filing an affidavit of
indigency.

Step 2: Submit the

Required
Supporting
Documents

In addition to the petition
and separation
agreement, most Ohio
counties require several
additional forms. These
may include:

1. A summons or
waiver of summons,
where both spouses
acknowledge they
have received
notice of the
proceedings.

2. An affidavit of
property, listing all
assets and debts.

3. Financial disclosure
statements for both
spouses.

4. If children are
involved, a child
support worksheet
and a shared
parenting plan or
parenting time
schedule.
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d5. A judgment entry
decree of
dissolution, which is
the final order the
judge will sign.

Your local court's website
or clerk of courts office
can provide a checklist of
required documents.
Many courts also offer
self-help centers with
forms and guidance for
filers without attorneys.

Step 3: Serve the
Other Spouse (or
Waive Service)

Since a dissolution is a
joint filing, service of
process is typically
handled differently than
in a divorce. Both
spouses usually sign a
waiver of service,
agreeing that they have
received the petition and

process server or sheriit
to deliver the papers. By
signing the waiver, both
parties confirm they are
aware of the court date
and agree to proceed.

Step 4: Attend the
Final Hearing

After filing, the court will
schedule a final hearing,
usually within 30 to 90
days. This hearing is
typically brief and
informal compared to a
divorce trial. Both
spouses must appear in
person before a judge or
magistrate. The court
will ask you questions to
confirm:

e You both voluntarily
agree to end the
marriage.

e You both
understand the

are voluntarily terms of the
participating. This separation
ElIIIIINIates te neea 10r a dJr'eclIIicIIl.

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Alexzander &
Ramos ¢ Knowledge is power. ¢ Page 7



e The separation
agreement is fair
and equitable.

o If children are
involved, the
parenting plan and
child support
arrangement serve
the children's best
interests.

The judge may also ask
whether either spouse
feels pressured or
coerced. If the court is
satisfied that the
agreement is voluntary
and fair, it will sign the
judgment entry decree of
dissolution, officially
terminating the
marriage. The dissolution
is effective immediately
upon the judge's
signature.

Timeline and
Costs for Ohio

Dissolution

One of the main reasons
couples choose
dissolution over divorce
is the speed and
affordability of the
process. Understanding
the typical timeline and
costs can help you plan
accordingly.

How Long Does a
Dissolution Take?

Ohio law requires a
waiting period of at least
30 days from the date of
filing before the court
can grant a dissolution.
This waiting period is
mandatory, even if both
spouses are ready to
proceed immediately. In
practice, most
dissolutions are finalized
within 6 to 12 weeks,
depending on court
scheduling and how
quickly you complete the
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paperwork. Cases
involving complex assets
or child custody
negotiations may take
longer, but the process is
still significantly faster
than a contested divorce,
which can take 6 months
to a year or more.

Average Cost of a
Dissolution

The total cost of a
dissolution varies based
on whether you hire
attorneys and how much
negotiation is required.
Typical expenses include:

e Court filing fees:
$200 to $400

e Attorney fees (if
both spouses hire
separate counsel):
$1,500 to $5,000
total, or more for
complex cases

e Mediation fees:
$100 to $300 per

hour _if vouy use a

mediator to dratt
the separation
agreement

e Optional costs:
Notary fees,
certified copies of
the dissolution
decree, and
parenting class fees
(if required)

Many couples find that
hiring one attorney to
draft the separation
agreement and another
attorney to review it
separately is a cost-
effective approach. Some
law firms offer flat-fee
dissolution packages that
include all paperwork
and one court
appearance.

Dissolution vs.
Divorce in
Ohio: Key
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Differences

If you are deciding
between dissolution and
divorce, understanding
the distinctions is
critical. The right choice
depends on your specific
circumstances and your
relationship with your
spouse.

Fault vs. No-Fault

Dissolution is always no-
fault. Neither spouse
must allege or prove any
wrongdoing. Divorce in
Ohio can be either fault-
based (on grounds such
as adultery, extreme
cruelty, or willful
absence) or no-fault
based on incompatibility
or living apart for one
year. In a dissolution,
fault is never an issue,
which can reduce
conflict.

Level of Conflict

Dissolution requires
cooperation. If you and
your spouse disagree on
significant issues, or if
there is a history of
domestic violence, power
imbalance, or high
conflict, dissolution may
not be appropriate. A
contested divorce
provides a legal
framework for the court
to make decisions when
you cannot agree.

Ability to Modify
the Agreement

Once a dissolution decree
is final, the separation
agreement is
incorporated into the
court's judgment. Many
terms, especially
property division, are
generally not modifiable.
Spousal support and
child support may be
modifiable if there is a
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substantial change in
circumstances, but the
initial agreement is
binding. In a divorce, the
court issues orders that
may also be subject to
modification depending
on the terms.

Common
Challenges and
How to
Overcome
Them

Even in an amicable
dissolution, challenges
can arise. Being
prepared for potential
obstacles can help you
stay on track.

Disagreements
Over Property
Division

Dividing retirement

business interests can be
complex. If you cannot
agree on valuation or
division, consider hiring
a neutral financial expert
or mediator. Sometimes,
trading assets of equal

value simplifies
negotiations. For
example, one spouse

keeps the house while
the other takes a larger
share of the retirement
account.

Child-Related
Disputes

Parenting time schedules
and decision-making
authority can be
emotionally charged.
Focus on creating a plan
that prioritizes stability
and consistency for your
children. Many Ohio
courts require parents to
attend a parenting class
before approving a
dissolution involving
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can provide valuable
tools for co-parenting
after the marriage ends.

Emotional Stress

Even in a friendly
dissolution, ending a
marriage is emotionally
difficult. Consider

working with a therapist
or counselor to process
your feelings.
Maintaining open,
respectful
communication with your
spouse throughout the
process can reduce
stress and prevent
misunderstandings.

When to Hire
an Attorney

While Ohio law allows
you to file a dissolution
without a lawyer, there
are situations where
legal representation is
strongly advised. You

should consider hiring an
attorney if:

* You and your
spouse have
significant assets,
debts, or retirement
accounts.

* You own a business
or professional
practice.

e There is a
substantial disparity
in income between
spouses.

e You have complex
tax considerations.

e You feel unsure
about your legal
rights or the
fairness of the
proposed
agreement.

e There is any history
of coercion,
intimidation, or
domestic violence.

Even if you hire separate
attorneys, a dissolution
remains a cooperative
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process. Your lawyers
can negotiate on your

behalf, ensure the
separation agreement is
legally sound, and

represent you at the final
hearing. Many attorneys
offer free initial
consultations, so you can
explore your options
without committing to
representation.

Conclusion

Learning how to get a
dissolution of marriage
in Ohio is the first step
toward ending your
marriage in a manner

that 1is respectful,
efficient, and cost-
effective. By
understanding the

residency requirements,
drafting a comprehensive
separation agreement,
and following the court
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