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Introduction: The Enduring Power of a Rational Faith

In the landscape of modern Christian thought, few figures stand as tall as C.S. Lewis. A
renowned Oxford and Cambridge scholar, a literary giant, and a former atheist, Lewis
possessed a unique ability to communicate profound spiritual truths in a language that
both the intellectual and the everyday reader could grasp. His radio talks, delivered
during the dark days of World War I, were later compiled into one of the most influential
Christian books of the twentieth century: Mere Christianity. The first section of this
masterpiece, titled "Right and Wrong as a Clue to the Meaning of the Universe," lays the
foundation for his entire argument. It is here that we find the core of Cs Lewis The Case
For Christianity. This case is not a blind leap into the dark but a reasoned, step-by-step
journey from common human experience to the startling claim that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. Today, in an age of skepticism and competing worldviews, Lewis's defense of
the Christian faith remains as fresh, relevant, and intellectually compelling as it was
seventy years ago. He does not ask us to abandon our minds; he asks us to follow the
evidence where it leads.

Foundations of the Argument: The Moral Law

Lewis begins his case by focusing on something universal to the human experience: our
sense of right and wrong. He argues that throughout history and across all cultures, there
exists a consistent standard of behavior that he calls the Moral Law. This is not a set of
rules invented by society, nor is it a product of instinct. Rather, it is a universal standard
by which we judge ourselves and others. When we say a man is "good" or a woman is
"fair," we imply a standard that exists independently of our personal preferences. We all
know, for example, that stealing is wrong, or that helping a person in need is right. Even
those who claim to be relativists often appeal to this standard when they argue that
something is "unfair." Lewis masterfully dismantles the idea that morality is just a
cultural convention.

The Reality of the "Standard"

Lewis challenges the reader to consider a simple observation: we constantly make moral
judgments, and we expect others to live up to them. If someone breaks a promise, we do
not simply say, "That violates my personal code." We say, "That was wrong." This implies
a real standard outside of ourselves. This is the first plank in Cs Lewis The Case For
Christianity. If there is a real Moral Law, there must be a source for that law. A law
implies a lawgiver. Lewis is careful to note that this lawgiver is not simply a "force" or an
impersonal energy. The Moral Law is personal, because it deals with how we treat other
persons. It is about fair play, love, and duty. This points to a personal, moral Being behind
the universe. This is not yet the God of Christianity, but it is a necessary first step. It is
the foundation upon which the later, more specific claims of Christ can be examined.

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Heath & Sheppard « Wisdom is the reward for listening.
Page 1



The Trilemma: Liar, Lunatic, or Lord

Once Lewis has established the existence of a moral creator, he turns to the central
figure of the Christian faith: Jesus Christ. He famously presents his readers with a logical
tool that has become a cornerstone of modern apologetics: the Trilemma. The common
view of Jesus is that he was a great moral teacher. Lewis argues that this option is simply
not available. He states: "l am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish
thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral
teacher, but | don’t accept His claim to be God.' That is the one thing we must not say."

Examining the Options

Lewis systematically outlines the three possibilities for a man who claimed to be God, the
Son of God, and the only way to the Father. The first option is that Jesus was a Liar. He
knew he was not God, but he deliberately deceived his followers. This would make him a
hypocrite and a demonic figure, not a moral teacher. The second option is that he was a
Lunatic. He genuinely believed he was God, but was delusional. His teachings, in this
case, would be the ramblings of a madman, comparable to a man who thinks he is a
poached egg. The third option is that Jesus was telling the truth. He was, and is, Lord.

Why the "Good Teacher" Option Fails

This is perhaps the most famous passage in Cs Lewis The Case For Christianity. Lewis
forces the reader to confront the stark reality of the situation. A man who claims to be
God, forgives sins, and claims to be the judge of all humanity cannot be a "good teacher"
if these claims are false. Lewis concludes: "You must make your choice. Either this man
was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse." This logical
argument does not prove the divinity of Christ in an absolute scientific sense, but it clears
the ground of the convenient, comfortable middle ground. It presents a radical choice, a
challenge to the modern mind that seeks to domesticate Jesus into a harmless moral
philosopher.

Addressing the Problem of Pain and Suffering

No defense of Christianity can ignore the elephant in the room: the existence of pain,
suffering, and evil in a world created by a good and all-powerful God. Lewis, who
experienced profound personal loss with the death of his wife Joy Davidman, was
intimately familiar with this question. In his book The Problem of Pain and later in A Grief
Observed, he tackles the issue head-on. He does not offer a tidy intellectual solution that
banishes the mystery. Instead, he offers a framework for understanding how suffering fits
within the Christian narrative. He begins by dismantling the idea of an omnipotent God
who simply "zaps" suffering away. If God were a loving parent, would he remove every
difficulty from his child's path?

Suffering as a Tool

Lewis argues that pain is God's megaphone to a deaf world. It is the tool by which God
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shatters our self-sufficiency and pride. He writes that God whispers to us in our pleasures,
speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts to us in our pain. It is pain that awakens us to
the reality that we are not in control. Lewis is careful to note that this does not mean God
is the author of evil. Evil is a corruption of good, a choice of the created will to turn away
from the source of life. However, God can use the results of that corruption—pain, loss,
and suffering—to draw us back to himself. This is a crucial element of Cs Lewis The
Case For Christianity. The Christian God is not a distant, detached observer. He is a
God who entered human history and experienced the worst of human suffering on the
cross. He is not a God who gives us an intellectual answer to suffering; he gives us his
presence within it.

Beyond Mere Argument: The Shape of a Transformed Life

For Lewis, the case for Christianity is not merely an intellectual exercise designed to win
an argument. It is the beginning of a new way of living. He believed that the Christian
faith, if true, demands a total transformation of the person. This is not about simply
"being a good person" or following a set of rules. It is about being remade. Lewis often
uses the analogy of a house. Christianity is not a simple bungalow; it is a grand palace, a
mansion with many rooms. You can stand outside and admire the architecture
(apologetics), but you must step inside and live there to truly understand it. This leads to
several practical implications that are central to the Christian life.

The Path of Virtue and Grace

Lewis argues that Christian morality is not a set of burdensome laws designed to crush
us. Instead, it is a blueprint for a well-made human being. He uses the analogy of a ship
at sea. Morality is the rudder and the engine. Without it, the ship (human society and the
individual) will drift onto the rocks. However, the engine alone is not enough. You need
the fuel of Grace. Grace is the power of God working within us to do what we cannot do
on our own. This is a key distinction in Cs Lewis The Case For Christianity. We are not
saved by our good works, but we are saved for good works. The Christian life is a
cooperative venture: we make the effort, we choose the right path, but God provides the
power to walk it. This is not about earning God's favor; it is about becoming the people
we were created to be.

Faith: Beyond Intellectual Assent

Lewis also clarifies what he means by "faith." He distinguishes between the act of
believing something to be true (assent) and the sustained, day-by-day trust in God. He
uses a powerful analogy: the New Testament talks about "putting on" virtues like a
garment. Faith is not a one-time decision; it is a daily activity. It is like holding a belief in
the face of changing moods and feelings. Lewis notes that our feelings are like the
weather; they change constantly. Faith is the act of choosing to hold onto the truth of
Christianity even when the sun is not shining. This is a vital practical component of Cs
Lewis The Case For Christianity. It moves the conversation from the lecture hall to
the living room, from the debate club to the daily struggle of the human heart. It is a faith
that is robust enough to handle doubt, honest enough to admit struggle, and powerful
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enough to offer real hope.

Conclusion: A Case That Still Commands Attention

C.S. Lewis built a massive body of work, but the core of Cs Lewis The Case For
Christianity remains a tour de force of logical argument, moral clarity, and imaginative
power. He begins with the simple fact of the Moral Law, moves to the stunning claims of
Jesus Christ, and faces the hardest questions about pain and suffering. He does not offer
a simplistic faith that ignores the complexities of life. He offers a faith that is intellectually
honest, morally demanding, and spiritually fulfilling. He invites us not to an easy belief,
but to a total commitment. In a world that often feels fragmented and lost, Lewis’s voice
reminds us that the search for truth is the most important journey we can take. His case
for Christianity stands as a monument to the power of reason, the depth of human
experience, and the life-changing reality of Jesus Christ. It is a case that, once heard, is
not easily dismissed. It remains a brilliant, compassionate, and compelling invitation to
consider the possibility that the universe is not empty, that the Moral Law has a source,
and that the door to the great mansion of faith is open for all who will knock.



