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Lj Smith Night World
Strange Fate

The Enduring
Allure of
Destiny:
Exploring L.J.
Smith's Night
World and the
Concept of
Strange Fate

For  a  generation  of
readers who grew up
in the late 1990s and
early  2000s,  young
adult  paranormal
romance  was  defined
by  a  specific  kind  of
magic.  Before  the
dawn  of  the  Twilight

era,  before  urban
fantasy  dominated
the  bestseller  lists,
there  was  L.J.  Smith.
While many know her
f o r  T h e  V a m p i r e
D i a r i e s  a n d  i t s
subsequent  television
empire,  there  is  a
particular  corner  of
her  bibliography  that
h o l d s  a  s p e c i a l ,
a lmos t  myth i ca l
status:  the  Night
World  series.  At  the
heart  of  this  hidden
s o c i e t y  o f
supernatural  beings
lies a single, powerful,
and  o f ten  t rag i c
concept  that  binds
the  entire  narrative
together:  Lj  Smith



N i g h t  W o r l d
Strange  Fate.  This
idea  is  not  merely  a
plot  device;  it  is  the
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e
ser ies ,  a  force  of
nature  that  dictates
love,  loyalty,  and
u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e
survival  of  an  entire
world.

This  article  delves
d e e p  i n t o  t h e
intr icacies  of  L. J .
Smith's  Night  World,
exploring the rules of
her  universe  and,
most  importantly,
d i s s e c t i n g  t h e
profound  implications
of  the  Strange  Fate.
We will examine how
this  theme  elevates
the series from simple
teen  romance  into  a
compelling meditation
on  free  will,  destiny,
and  the  lengths  one
will  go  to  for  a  love

that is written in the
stars.

Who is L.J.
Smith? The
Architect of
Supernatural
Teen Drama

L i sa  J ane  Smi th ,
known  professionally
as  L.J.  Smith,  carved
out a unique space in
young adult literature.
Her  writing  style  is
character ized  by
intense  emotional
stakes,  atmospheric
settings,  and  a  deep
focus on romantic and
familial bonds. Before
t h e  m a i n s t r e a m
exp los i on  o f  the
g e n r e ,  s h e  w a s
craft ing  complex
s u p e r n a t u r a l
h i e r a r c h i e s  a n d
mythologies.  Her
most  famous  works
include  The  Vampire
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Diaries series and The
Secret Circle, both of
wh ich  were  la ter
a d a p t e d  i n t o
television  series.
However,  for  many
dedicated  fans,  the
Night  World  series
represents  her  most
a m b i t i o u s  a n d
c o h e s i v e  w o r l d -
building.  The  series,
originally  intended to
be nine books (though
only seven were fully
c o m p l e t e d  a n d
r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e
original run), presents
a  s e c r e t  w o r l d
operating  parallel  to
our own, governed by
its own strict laws. It
i s  w i t h i n  t h i s
framework  that  the
concept  of  Lj  Smith
N i g h t  W o r l d
S t r a n g e  F a t e
becomes  the  central
axis  around  which
every  story  turns.

Entering the
Night World: A
Hidden Society
of Power

To  understand  the
gravity  of  a  Strange
Fate,  one  must  first
understand the world
it  governs. The Night
World is a clandestine
s o c i e t y  o f
s u p e r n a t u r a l
creatures—vampires,
werewolves,  witches,
shapeshifters,  and
other  soul-eating
entities.  They  live
among  humans,  but
their  existence  is  a
c l o se l y  gua rded
secret .  The  most
important  law  of  the
Night World is simple,
absolute,  and  brutal:
Do not fall  in love
with a human.  This
law exists to maintain
the secrecy and purity
of their species. Inter-



species  relationships,
e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h
h u m a n s ,  a r e
c o n s i d e r e d  a
dangerous  weakness
that  could  expose
t h e i r  e n t i r e
civi l ization.

The Night World is not
a  democracy;  it  is
ru led  by  ancient ,
powerful families and
a  c o u n c i l  t h a t
enforces its laws with
lethal  prejudice.  The
atmosphere is one of
c o n s t a n t  p e r i l ,
political  intrigue,  and
the looming threat of
discovery.  Into  this
h i g h - s t a k e s
environment walk L.J.
S m i t h ' s
protagonists—typicall
y young women (and
sometimes men) who
discover  their  own
supernatural  heritage
or  stumble  into  the
world  by  accident.  It

is  in  this  context  of
forbidden  love  and
societal  danger  that
the  St range  Fate
makes  its  presence
known.

Defining the
Strange Fate:
More Than
Just Soulmates

The  term  "Strange
Fa te "  i s  a  d i r ec t
translation  of  a  core
concept  in  the  Night
World  mythos.  While
i t  i s  t empt ing  to
s i m p l y  c a l l  i t
"soulmates,"  the
Strange  Fate  is  far
more  specific  and
consequential.  It  is  a
cosmic,  unbreakable
bond  that  connects
two individuals—often
a  supernatural  being
and  a  human,  but
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s o m e t i m e s  t w o
supernatural beings of
different  kinds.  This
bond is  not  a  gentle
pull;  it  is  a  violent,
instantaneous,  and
u n d e n i a b l e
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f
absolute belonging.

When a Strange Fate
i s  t r iggered ,  the
individuals  involved
e x p e r i e n c e  a
powerfu l ,  a lmost
psychic  connection.
They  are  drawn  to
one  another  against
all  logic,  reason,  and
self-preservation.  The
c o n n e c t i o n  i s
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a
phys ica l  force ,  a
burning awareness of
the  other  person's
presence,  emotions,
and  even  thoughts.
This is where the title
" S t r a n g e  F a t e "
becomes  deep ly
poignant.  It  is  not  a

happy accident; it is a
s t r a n g e ,  o f t e n
inconvenient,  and
even dangerous twist
of  destiny.  It  forces
characters to confront
their deepest loyalties
and  defy  the  most
fundamental  laws  of
their society.

The Rules of
Engagement:
How a Strange
Fate Works

L.J.  Smith established
a  c l e a r  s e t  o f
characteristics for the
Strange  Fate,  which
are  cons i s tent ly
r e f e r e n c e d
throughout the series.
Understanding  these
rules  is  essential  to
grasping the narrative
tension.

Instant
Recognition: It



is never a slow
burn. The
connection is
instantaneous.
The moment
the two
destined
individuals
meet, they
know. It is often
described as a
shock, a flash of
light, or a
physical jolt.
Time seems to
stop.
Irresistible
Pull: The
characters
cannot stay
away from each
other. Even
when they know
it is dangerous,
even when
people are
dying around
them, they are
physically and
emotionally

compelled to be
together. This
creates a
constant
conflict
between logic
and emotion.
Shared
Strength and
Senses: As the
bond solidifies,
the pair often
shares abilities.
A human might
gain temporary
strength or
heightened
senses, while
the
supernatural
partner might
find their
powers
amplified or
focused. They
can often feel
each other's
pain and read
each other's
surface
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thoughts.
The "Binding":
The relationship
can be
consummated
and finalized
through a
specific ritual or
act, which
solidifies the
bond
permanently.
This often has
specific
consequences
for their power
and lifespan.
Inevitability
and Tragedy:
The most
defining
characteristic of
a Strange Fate
in the Night
World is its
connection to
prophecy and
apocalypse. The
bonds are not
random; they

are created for
a specific
purpose. The
"Strange Fate"
is the key to the
"Strange
Power," the
ultimate force
that will either
save or destroy
the Night World.
This elevates a
personal
romance into a
world-saving (or
ending) mission.

Key Examples
of Strange Fate
in the Night
World Series

The  most  powerful
way  to  understand
the concept is to look
at the central couples
in  the  series.  Each
b o o k  e x p l o r e s  a



different  facet  of  the
Strange  Fate.

Poppy and
James: The
Foundational
Pairing

In Secret Vampire, the
first  book  of  the
s e r i e s ,  w e  m e e t
Poppy,  a  human  girl
dying  of  cancer,  and
James, her best friend
who  is  a  vampire.
Their  Strange Fate is
triggered  by  James's
desperate  need  to
save  her.  The  bond
here is one of rescue
and  sacrifice.  James
breaks  the  ultimate
law to turn Poppy into
a vampire, saving her
life but damning them
both  in  the  eyes  of
the Night World. Their
story  establishes  the
primary  conflict:  love
versus  the  law.  The

s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r
relationship is entirely
dependent  on  hiding
their true nature and
their bond, a recurring
theme throughout the
series.

Jez and
Morgead:
Enemies Bound
by Blood

D a u g h t e r s  o f
Darkness  and  i t s
continuation  in  the
series, but particularly
the  storyline  of  Jez
and Morgead in Dark
Ange l  ( o r  as  i t  i s
sometimes  compiled,
Spellbinder),  presents
a  different  type  of
Strange Fate. Jez is a
witch, a "wild power"
of  the  Night  World,
while  Morgead  is  a
vampire hunter. They
are  born  enemies,
members  of  r iva l
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f a c t i o n s .  T h e i r
Strange Fate is one of
hostile  reconciliation.
They  are  forced  to
work together, initially
fighting  their
attraction  every  step
o f  t h e  w a y .  T h i s
pairing  demonstrates
that the Strange Fate
does  not  care  about
personal animosity or
political allegiances. It
is a force that breaks
down barriers, forcing
former  enemies  into
an  al l iance  of  the
heart.

Rashel and
Quinn: The
Hunter and the
Hunted

In The Chosen, Rashel
is  a  human  vampire
hunter,  a  member of
a  sec re t  soc i e t y
d e d i c a t e d  t o
eradicating  the  Night

Wor ld .  Quinn  is  a
powerful  vampire.
Their  Strange Fate is
perhaps  the  most
b r u t a l  a n d
paradoxical. They are
literally  designed  by
their lives to kill each
o t h e r .  T h e i r
c o n n e c t i o n  i s  a
constant  source  of
pain  and  conflict.  It
f o r ces  Rashe l  t o
question  everything
she  believes.  Their
story  is  a  powerful
exploration  of  how
love  can  challenge
deeply  ingrained
prejudice and hatred.
The Strange Fate here
is a crucible, burning
away false  beliefs  to
reveal a deeper truth.

Why the
Concept of



Strange Fate
Resonates

T h e  e n d u r i n g
popularity of Lj Smith
N i g h t  W o r l d
Strange Fate  lies in
its  emotional  and
philosophical depth. It
is  not  just  a  simple
fantasy trope;  it  is  a
metaphor for some of
the  most  powerful
human  experiences.

1.  The  Fear  and
Excitement of Love:
The  Strange  Fate
c a p t u r e s  t h e
o v e r w h e l m i n g ,
i r r a t i o n a l ,  a n d
sometimes  terrifying
feeling  of  meeting
someone and knowing
they  are  the  most
important  person  in
the world. It validates
the  idea  of  love  at
first  sight  and  the

f e e l i n g  o f  a
c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t
transcends  logic.  It
gives  a  name and  a
framework  to  the
f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g
"meant  to  be."

2.  Free  Wi l l  vs .
Destiny:  The central
conflict  of  every  book
i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e
b e t w e e n  t h e
characters'  free  will
and  the  pull  of  their
destiny.  They  are
f o r c e d  t o  m a k e
cho ices .  Do  they
embrace the fate that
has  been  chosen  for
them, or do they fight
it?  Do  they  sacrifice
their  own  lives  and
the lives of others for
t h i s  b o n d ?  T h i s
creates  incredibly
high  stakes.  It  asks
the  reader:  i f  you
knew your love would
cause  a  catastrophe,
would you still pursue
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it?

3 .  T h e  C o s t  o f
Belonging:  Night
World  characters  are
o f ten  ou ts ide rs ,
struggling  with  their
nature  or  their  place
in  the  wor ld .  The
Strange  Fate  offers
t h e m  a  s e n s e  o f
belonging  that  is
a b s o l u t e  a n d
unconditional.  For  a
moment, they are no
l o n g e r  a l o n e .
H o w e v e r ,  t h i s
belonging comes at a
cost—it isolates them
from  their  families,
their  societies,  and
sometimes even their
own  species.  It  is  a
powerful  commentary
on  how  great  love
o f t e n  d e m a n d s
sacrifice.

4.  The  Power  of
Forbidden Love:  At
its  core,  the  Night

Wor ld  ser ies  i s  a
masterclass  in  the
" forb idden  love"
trope.  The  Strange
Fate  is  the  ultimate
source  of  conflict
because it makes the
forbidden  inevitable.
This  resonates  with
readers  because  it
mirrors the feeling of
l o v i n g  s o m e o n e
society,  family,  or
circumstance tells you
should not love.

The Legacy of
the Night
World and the
Unfinished
Saga

Part  of  the  mystique
of  the  Night  World
s e r i e s  i s  i t s
incompleteness.  The
final  book,  Strange
Fate,  was  meant  to



bring the entire series
together,  revealing
the ultimate prophecy
and  the  final
showdown.  However,
due  to  a  ser ies  of
publishing issues and
disagreements,  the
final  book  was  never
r e l e a s e d  i n  i t s
intended  form.  For
years,  fans  were  left
with a cliffhanger that
spanned  mult iple
books,  a  final,
unresolved note in the
e p i c  s a g a  o f  t h e
Strange  Fate.

In  2015,  L.J.  Smith
se l f -pub l i shed  a
version  of  the  final
book,  titled  Strange
F a t e :  T h e  F i n a l
C h a p t e r ,  w h i c h
concluded  the  series
for  many  fans.  This
event revived interest
in  the  ser ies  and
b r o u g h t  a  n e w
generation of readers

t o  t h e  w o r l d .
However,  even  with
the release, the series
retains  a  cult-classic
status. The pursuit of
the  conclusion  itself
became a part of the
story  of  the  Strange
Fate—a long, winding,
and difficult  path  to  a
dest iny  that  was
always meant to be.

The  influence  of  the
Night  World  can  be
seen  in  countless
l a t e r  w o r k s  o f
paranormal  young
adult  fiction.  The idea
o f  a  h i d d e n
s u p e r n a t u r a l
government ,  the
focus on a prophesied
ultimate  power,  and
t h e  c e n t r a l ,
unbreakable  soul-
bond  have  become
staples of  the genre.
L.J.  Smith's  specific
terminology  and  the
gravity  she  gave  to
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the  bond  is  a  direct
p recurso r  to  the
mate-bonds and soul-
marks  that  populate
so  many  modern
books.

Conclusion:
The Strange
Fate and the
Human Heart

The  concept  of  Lj
Smith  Night  World
S t r a n g e  F a t e
remains  a  powerful
and  evocative  idea
because it speaks to a
deep, universal desire
fo r  a  l ove  tha t  i s
certain  and absolute.
I n  a  w o r l d  o f
uncer ta in ty ,  the
Strange  Fate  offers  a
g u a r a n t e e .  I t  i s
terrifying


