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Who Is Rab In Half Blood
Prince

Introduction:
The Mysterious
Initials in the

Half-Blood
Prince

When readers  first
encounter the initials
R.A.B. in Harry Potter
and the Half-Blood
Prince, the reveal comes
as a shock. After a
harrowing journey into
the sea cave with
Professor Dumbledore,
Harry reaches the locket
Horcrux only to find it
missing. A note left
behind reads: "To the
Dark Lord. | know | will

be dead long before you
read this, but | want you
to know that it was |
who discovered your
secret. | have stolen the
real Horcrux and intend
to destroy it as soon as |
can. | face death in the
hope that when you
meet your match, you
will be mortal once
more. R.A.B."

This single note
becomes one of the
most pivotal mysteries
in the series, setting
Harry on a new path in
Deathly Hallows and
revealing a character
whose quiet defiance
changed the course of
the wizarding war. So
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who is R.A.B. in Half
Blood Prince? The
answer is Regulus
Arcturus Black, a Death
Eater who had a
dramatic change of
heart and sacrificed his
life to try and bring
down Lord Voldemort.
This article delves deep
into his identity, his
motivations, his
connection to the Black
family, and his lasting
impact on the Harry
Potter story.

The Identity of
R.A.B.: Regulus
Arcturus Black

The initials R.A.B. stand
for Regulus Arcturus
Black, the younger
brother of Sirius Black
and the second son of
the pure-blood obsessed
Black family. Born in
1961, Regulus was a

Slytherin at Hogwarts,
like most of his family,
and was known to be a
quiet, obedient student
who followed the pure-
blood doctrine preached
by his parents. Unlike
his rebellious brother
Sirius, who ran away
from home at age
sixteen, Regulus
remained loyal to his
family’s values and
became a Death Eater
while still a teenager.

Regulus’s Early
Life and Family
Background

To understand R.A.B.,
one must understand
the oppressive
environment of 12
Grimmauld Place. The
Black family was
fanatically pure-blood,
and Walburga and Orion
Black raised their
children to despise
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Muggle-borns and blood
traitors. Sirius often
described Regulus as
“soft” and
impressionable, easily
swayed by the family’s
propaganda. While
Sirius rejected all of it,
Regulus absorbed it,
eventually joining the
Death Eaters around
age sixteen—right after
Voldemort's first rise to
power. He proudly
showed off the Dark
Mark to his family, and
Walburga considered
him the “true heir” of
the Black name.

The Transition
from Believer to
Defector

Many fans wonder: how
did a loyal Death Eater
become the person who
stole a Horcrux? The
turning point came
when Voldemort asked

to borrow Kreacher, the
Black family’s house-elf,
to test the protective
enchantments around
the locket Horcrux.
Regulus, who had a
surprisingly close bond
with Kreacher (quite
unusual for a pure-blood
wizard), eventually
learned the terrifying
truth—Voldemort had
taken Kreacher to the
sea cave, forced him to
drink a deadly potion,
and left him to die.
Kreacher only survived
because Voldemort did
not intend for the elf to
die immediately, but
Regulus was horrified.

Learning that his master
was willing to sacrifice
innocent beings—even
those considered
“lower”

creatures—opened
Regulus’s eyes. He
realized the Dark Lord
was far from the noble

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Rojas & Foley
* Read more, learn more. ¢ Page 3



dark wizard he had
imagined. Regulus
resolved to betray
Voldemort and destroy
the Horcrux. This was
not about saving
himself; he knew from
the cave’s protective
enchantments that
facing the potion would
mean death. Yet he
went anyway.

The Plan to Steal
the Horcrux

The careful planning of
Regulus is a testament
to his intelligence and
bravery. He likely spent
weeks studying
Voldemort’s movements
and the cave’s
defenses. Using the
information Kreacher
provided, Regulus
designed a counter-
plan. He would take
Kreacher back to the

sea cave, have the elf
vanish him—and the
locket—away once the
potion was drunk,
leaving a fake locket in
its place with a note
addressed to the Dark
Lord.

The Role of
Kreacher

Kreacher’s part in this
story is crucial. After
Regulus’s death,
Kreacher carried out his
master’s final orders: to
keep the locket safe and
try to destroy it. The elf
tried

everything—stabbing it,
burning it—but the
Horcrux was immune to
such simple methods.
Kreacher eventually
stole the locket back
from Mundungus
Fletcher, who had looted
12 Grimmauld Place
after Sirius’s death, and
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then hung onto it for
years, consumed by
guilt and grief. It is only
when Harry earns
Kreacher’s loyalty later
in Deathly Hallows that
the elf reveals the true
story of Regulus’s
sacrifice. This revelation
transforms the way
readers see both
Kreacher and the entire
Black family.

Regulus’s plan was
nearly perfect, but it
failed in one vital way:
he did not account for
the difficulty of
destroying a Horcrux.
Simply dying near the
locket did not harm it,
and no one—except
perhaps

Dumbledore—knew that
basilisk venom or
Fiendfyre was required.
Still, Regulus succeeded
in removing the locket
from Voldemort’s grasp,
buying the Order of the

Phoenix time and
ultimately ensuring that
Harry could finish the
job.

Why Is Regulus
Called R.A.B.
and Not R.B.?

One question that arises
is why Regulus used his
middle initial. The
answer lies in his name:
Regulus Arcturus
Black. “Arcturus” is a
star and the name of his
grandfather, a
respected pure-blood
wizard. The Black family
tradition involved
naming children after
stars and
constellations—Regulus
is the name of the
brightest star in the
constellation Leo. By
including the “A.”,
Regulus perhaps
signaled his family pride
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even as he betrayed
Voldemort. J.K. Rowling
has confirmed in
interviews that the
initial “A.” was
necessary to
differentiate him from
other Black family
members and that
Regulus chose to sign
his note with full initials
to give it an air of formal
defiance.

Parallels to the
Half-Blood
Prince Theme

The book Half-Blood
Prince deals with
identity, secrets, and
the idea that people are
not always what they
seem. The Half-Blood
Prince itself is revealed
to be Severus Snape, a
man with a foot in both
the wizarding and
Muggle worlds.

Similarly, Regulus
Arcturus Black is a
character defined by
hidden depths. On the
surface, he was a
privileged pure-blood
Death Eater;
underneath, he was a
young man who found
the courage to disobey
the most dangerous
wizard of all time. Both
characters serve as
mirrors to Harry: Snape
as a flawed hero
working in the shadows,
and Regulus as a fallen
hero who acted alone,
without recognition, and
died to undo his
mistakes.

R.A.B.’s Impact on
the Horcrux Hunt

Without Regulus’s
intervention, the heroes
of the series would have
faced a much steeper
challenge. The locket
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Horcrux would have
remained in the cave,
protected by the potion
and the Inferi. Even if
Dumbledore had
survived (which,
tragically, he did not),
retrieving the locket
would have meant
another dangerous
expedition. Instead, the
locket was already
removed, hidden at 12
Grimmauld Place, and
later tracked down
through Kreacher.
Regulus’s sacrifice
directly led to the
discovery that
Horcruxes could be
stolen and that
Voldemort’s secrets
were not impenetrable.

Moreover, the story of
R.A.B. provides a moral
dimension to the epic:
even a Death Eater can
repent. Regulus’s
redemption is not about
seeking forgiveness—he

never expects to be
forgiven, and indeed,
Sirius never knew the
truth. But the story
shows that courage and
goodness can exist in
the most unlikely
places, a theme
throughout the series.

The Significance
of R.A.B. in the
Overall Series

When readers  first
asked “Who is R.A.B.
in Half Blood
Prince?”, the answer
seemed simple: a dead
brother of Sirius. But as
Deathly Hallows unfolds,
Regulus becomes
symbolic of the war’s
true cost. He was
young, barely into his
twenties when he died.
He made terrible
choices, but he died
trying to make amends.
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His story also
humanizes the Death
Eaters—not excusing
their crimes, but
reminding us that some
joined for misguided
loyalty or fear, rather
than pure evil.

Furthermore, Regulus’s
narrative thread ties
together family legacy,
sacrifice, and the power
of love—all central to
the series. The locket
Horcrux feeds on the
emotions of its owner,
showing Ron his
deepest fears in Deathly
Hallows. Yet Regulus, in
a way, conquered that
Horcrux by refusing to
be controlled by it; he
prioritized its
destruction over his own
survival.

Conclusion

The mystery of R.A.B. in

Half-Blood Prince is one
of the most rewarding
reveals in the Harry
Potter saga. Regulus
Arcturus Black, the
often-overlooked
brother of Sirius,
emerges as a tragic
hero whose quiet
defiance helped bring
down Voldemort. From
his loyal Death Eater
origins to his moment of
horrifying
clarity—learning that his
master would sacrifice
even the faithful elf
Kreacher—Regulus
chose the path of
resistance and self-
sacrifice. He left behind
a message that echoed
through the years,
guiding Harry in the
final quest to destroy all
Horcruxes.
Understanding who is
R.A.B. in Half Blood
Prince is not just about
solving a puzzle; it is
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about recognizing that and that sometimes the

even the darkest paths smallest acts of

can lead to redemption, rebellion can reshape
the fate of the world.
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