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Superman Batman Vol 01 Public
Enemies

A Landmark Tale of Trust:
Revisiting Superman
Batman Vol 01 Public
Enemies

In the pantheon of comic book storytelling,
few pairings are as iconic as the Man of
Steel and the Dark Knight. When these two
titans  of  the  DC  Universe  join  forces,
readers  expect  nothing  short  of  an  epic.
Yet,  even  by  those  high  standards,
Superman  Batman  Vol  01  Public
E n e m i e s  s t a n d s  a s  a  t o w e r i n g
achievement.  Written  by  Jeph  Loeb  with
breathtaking  art  by  Ed  McGuinness,  this
2003 storyline remains a seminal work that
redefined the  dynamic  between Clark  Kent
and  Bruce  Wayne.  But  what  makes  this
particular volume so special, and why does
it continue to resonate with fans nearly two
decades after its release? More than just a
superhero  slugfest,  this  narrative  is  a
profound  examination  of  loyalty,  sacrifice,
and the fragile nature of public trust in a
world of absolutes.

The Premise: A World Against
Earth's Mightiest Heroes

The genius of Superman Batman Vol 01
Public Enemies lies in its high-stakes, no-
win  scenario.  The  story  kicks  off  with  a
chilling national broadcast. Lex Luthor, the
archenemy  of  Superman  and  a  man  of
immense  corporate  and  political  influence,
has been elected President of  the United

States. Capitalizing on a post-9/11 climate
of  fear  and uncertainty,  Luthor  leverages
his perceived brilliance and wealth to win
the highest office in the land.

Luthor’s  first  major  act  is  to  declare
Superman and Batman illegal vigilantes. He
publicly claims that a massive, Kryptonite-
based meteorite is  hurtling toward Earth.
Rather than uniting humanity, he uses the
crisis  to  scapegoat  the  two  heroes,
branding them as national security threats.
A one-billion-dollar bounty is placed on their
heads, turning every costumed hero, villain,
and mercenary in the country against them.
The  premise  is  brutally  simple:  the  two
most  powerful  and  trusted  protectors  of
Earth are now its most wanted fugitives.

The Central Conflict: More Than
Just a Bounty

While  the external  plot  involves a  globe-
trotting chase to evade capture and stop
the  meteor,  the  core  of  Superman
Batman  Vol  01  Public  Enemies  is  a
deeply  personal  battle  of  wil ls  and
convictions. Loeb masterfully contrasts the
fundamental philosophies of his two leads.
Superman,  the  incorruptible  beacon  of
hope,  believes  in  the  system  and  the
inherent goodness of people. He struggles
with the idea of fighting against the United
States  government,  even  under  the
tyrannical  rule  of  Luthor.  Batman,  the
ultimate pragmatist and cynic, trusts only
his own judgment. He has no illusions about
Luthor’s character and is ready to operate
entirely  outside  the  law from the  very  first



page.

This ideological friction is the engine of the
narrative.  Watching  them  navigate  this
precarious trust, bickering in the middle of
a  firefight  or  making split-second decisions
to save one another, is what elevates the
story.  Key  moments,  such  as  a  tense
standoff with the Justice League, force them
to make choices that blur the lines between
hero, outlaw, and savior. The volume excels
in showing that their partnership works not
because  they  are  alike,  but  precisely
because  they  are  so  different.

Key Characters and Their Arcs

Superman  Batman  Vol  01  Public
Enemies features a rich cast, but the focus
remains squarely on its two leads.

Superman (Clark Kent): He is the
emotional core. His idealism is
constantly tested. He wants to
expose Luthor’s lies through truth
and justice, but the bureaucracy of
the Presidency makes this nearly
impossible. His strength lies not just
in his Kryptonian power, but in his
unwavering belief that he can win
back the trust of the people. His
vulnerability, both physical
(Kryptonite) and emotional (his love
for his adoptive home), is on full
display.
Batman (Bruce Wayne): He is the
strategic mind. Batman is in his
element. He has been preparing for a
scenario where his government turns
against him for years. His paranoia is
validated, and his detective skills are
sharpened to a fine point.
McGuinness’s art portrays a Batman
who is agile, brutal, and intensely
focused. He is the perfect foil to
Superman’s moral compass,
providing the tactical ruthlessness
needed to survive.

President Lex Luthor: This is
perhaps the most terrifying version of
Luthor. He is not just a criminal
mastermind; he is the President. He
has the full power of the United
States military, the Justice League (in
some capacity), and public opinion.
His motivation is chillingly simple: he
wants to prove he is superior to
Superman by saving the world from a
threat he may have manufactured, all
while eliminating his greatest enemy
legally.

Thematic Depth: Trust, Paranoia,
and Sacrifice

Beyond the  explosive  action,  the  volume
explores heavy, resonant themes. The title,
"Public Enemies," is  a direct reference to
the 1930s gangster era, framing Superman
and Batman as outlaws. This speaks to a
powerful narrative about trust. The public,
easily swayed by Luthor’s rhetoric, turns on
the  heroes  they  once  worshipped.  The
storyline  asks  a  difficult  question:  how
fragile is hero worship? If the government
calls  your  protector  a  criminal,  do  you
believe them?

Furthermore, the story is a masterclass in
exploring  sacrifice.  Neither  hero  hesitates
to risk their  life for  the other,  or  for  the
planet,  even  when  the  world  is  actively
trying to kill them. A particularly poignant
moment  involves  a  character  willingly
subjecting  themselves  to  a  Kryptonite-
induced coma to save Superman. This act
of  selflessness  in  the  face  of  global
condemnation  underscores  the  central
theme:  true  heroism is  not  about  public
approval,  but  about  doing  what  is  right,
even when you are hated for it.

Artistry and Visual Storytelling

Ed McGuinness’s art is a perfect match for
the bombastic narrative. His style is highly
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s ty l i zed ,  featur ing  exaggerated
musculature and dynamic, powerful poses
that  make  every  punch  feel  earth-
shattering.  The  visual  set  pieces  are
unforgettable.  From an underwater  battle
against  a  giant  shark-like  creature  to  a
brutal  fight  against  Metallo  in  a  Yukon  ice
field, the sense of scale is enormous.

What  makes  the  art  truly  effective,
however,  is  i ts  emot ional  c lar i ty .
McGuinness  captures  the  weariness  in
S u p e r m a n ’ s  e y e s  a n d  t h e  g r i m
determination in Batman’s scowl. The color
palette,  by Dave Stewart,  shifts from the
bright, hopeful blues and reds of Metropolis
to the dark, oppressive shadows of Gotham
and the cold,  sterile  whites of  the White
House. This visual  contrast reinforces the
central  conflict  between  light  and  dark,
hope and cynicism. The volume is a visual
feast  that  makes  the  unbelievable
believable.

Impact and Legacy in the DC
Universe

Superman  Batman  Vol  01  Public
Enemies was not just a successful story; it
l a u n c h e d  t h e  l o n g - r u n n i n g
Superman/Batman  comic  series.  It  set  a
high  benchmark  for  the  partnership,
establishing  a  template  for  how  their
relationship  should  feel:  a  grudging,
necessary  respect  that  deepens  into  a
profound brotherhood. The volume was so
popular  that  it  was  adapted  into  an
animated  film  in  2009,  which  remains  one
of the more faithful and well-regarded DC
animated original movies.

Furthermore,  the story has had a lasting
influence  on  how  writers  portray  the
dynamic between the two heroes in other
media,  including  video  games  like  the
Injustice  series,  which  explores  a  similar
theme of a corrupted Superman. The idea

of Superman and Batman as fugitives from
the law has been revisited multiple times,
but rarely with the same narrative precision
and  emotional  weight  as  this  original
volume.

Why Read or Re-Read This
Volume Today?

In an age of increasing political polarization
and  distrust  of  institutions,  Superman
Batman  Vol  01  Public  Enemies  feels
remarkably  prescient.  It  is  a  story  about
see ing  th rough  p ropaganda  and
maintaining one’s moral compass when the
entire  world  is  screaming  at  you  to
compromise your values. It is a fast-paced,
action-packed  thriller,  but  it  also  offers  a
quiet,  thoughtful  meditation  on  friendship.

For  new readers,  it  is  an excellent  entry
point. You do not need years of backstory
to  understand  the  characters.  Their
essences are laid bare on every page. For
seasoned fans, it is a rewarding classic that
holds  up  incredibly  well.  The  dialogue  is
sharp,  the  stakes  are  personal,  and  the
resolution  is  earned.  It  is  a  story  that
reminds us why we love these characters:
not because they are perfect, but because
they try to be good.

Conclusion

Superman  Batman  Vol  01  Public
Enemies  is  far  more  than  a  simple  fight
comic.  It  is  a  definitive  statement  on  the
nature of heroism when the world turns its
back on its protectors.  Jeph Loeb and Ed
McGuinness  crafted  a  narrative  that
perfectly  balances  cosmic  threats  with
intimate character drama. It  explores the
beautiful,  difficult  tension  between
Superman’s  boundless  optimism  and
Batman’s  deep-seated  skepticism.  In  the
end, it  is  a story about two friends who,
despite their differences, will stand back-to-
back against  any army,  any god,  or  any



government.  It  remains  an  essential
cornerstone of the DC library and a thrilling

read that earns its place among the all-time
greats.


