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Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide

Mastering Survival: Your Ultimate
Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide

Welcome to Raccoon City, a place now synonymous with biological
disaster,  relentless  monsters,  and  pure,  unfiltered  survival  horror.
Whether you are a seasoned veteran of the survival horror genre or a
newcomer  stepping  into  Jill  Valentine’s  boots  for  the  first  time,
navigating the chaos of the 2020 remake of Resident Evil 3 can be a
daunting task. Unlike its predecessor, which emphasized slow-burn
tension  and  labyrinthine  exploration,  Resident  Evil  3  offers  a  more
action-oriented,  streamlined  experience.  It  swaps  some  of  the
claustrophobic  dread  for  high-octane  chases  and  explosive  set-
pieces. However, do not be fooled by the increased mobility and
firepower. This city is still a deathtrap, and every bullet counts. This
comprehensive Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide is designed to help
you survive the outbreak, conserve your resources, and ultimately,
escape the city with your skin intact. We will cover everything from
core  mechanics  and  resource  management  to  advanced  combat
tactics  and  boss  fight  strategies,  ensuring  you  are  prepared  for  the
horrors that await.

Getting Started: The First Steps to
Survival

The opening moments of your playthrough set the tone for the entire
experience. You wake up in Jill’s apartment with a limited inventory
and a city that is already collapsing. Before you even step out the
door, there are critical choices to make regarding difficulty and your
initial approach to the game. This Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide
recommends  that  newcomers  select  "Standard"  difficulty.  While
"Assisted" mode offers auto-healing and easier aiming, it can create
bad  habits.  Standard  mode  provides  a  balanced  challenge  that
teaches you the importance of every action.

Understanding the Three Core Resources

Your survival hinges on the management of three key resources:
Health,  Ammunition,  and Inventory Space.  Unlike a traditional
first-person  shooter,  you  cannot  afford  to  go  in  guns  blazing.  Every
time  you  take  damage,  you  are  depleting  a  finite  resource:  green
herbs and first aid sprays. Every missed shot is a bullet you will not
have for the next zombie. And every item you carry is a slot you
cannot use for a key item or a grenade. The golden rule of this
Resident Evil  3 Strategy Guide  is  simple:  only take fights you
can win efficiently, and run from the ones you cannot.



The Art of Movement: The Dodge
Mechanic

The single most important skill to master in Resident Evil 3 is the
dodge. This is not just a cosmetic evasion; it is a tactical tool that
can literally mean the difference between life and death. The dodge
allows you to quickly sidestep or backflip away from enemy attacks,
creating a window for counter-attacks.

Timing is Everything: The dodge is not invincible at all
frames. You must time it so that you press the button just as
the enemy is about to land a hit. Practice this against the first
few zombies outside your apartment. Mastering the "perfect
dodge" (activating the dodge at the last possible moment)
triggers a slow-motion effect, allowing you to line up a critical
headshot or quickly reposition yourself.
Direction Matters: Dodging toward an enemy is often safer
than dodging backward, as it can put you behind their attack
hitbox. Dodging to the side is your safest bet for avoiding
lunging attacks from creatures like the Hunter.
When NOT to Dodge: Dodging consumes stamina and can
leave you vulnerable if you mistime it. In tight corridors, it is
often better to stand your ground with a shotgun blast or a
flash grenade than to risk a failed dodge that lands you in a
corner.

Weaponry and Upgrades: Choosing Your
Tools of Destruction

Raccoon City is littered with weapon pickups, but not all firearms are

created equal. Your strategy should evolve as you acquire new tools.
This section of the Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide will help you
prioritize which weapons to upgrade and how to use them effectively.

The Handgun: Your Silent Partner

Jill’s starting G19 handgun is deceptively weak, but it  becomes a
powerhouse once you find the Tactical Stock  and Red Dot Sight.
Prioritize headshots with the handgun to conserve precious shotgun
shells and grenade rounds. A single headshot will not kill a standard
zombie, but it will stun them for several seconds, allowing you to run
past.  The  fully  upgraded  handgun  (the  "Samurai  Edge")  offers  high
critical hit rates, making it a viable weapon for the entire game, even
against tougher foes.

The Shotgun: The Crowd Controller

When  you  find  the  shotgun  in  the  Kendo  Gun  Shop,  your  survival
odds  increase  significantly.  The  shotgun  excels  at  close  range,
dealing massive damage to multiple enemies at once. It is your go-to
weapon for dealing with zombie groups and stunning larger enemies
like  Hunters.  However,  it  is  loud and attracts  attention.  Use the
shotgun sparingly; save it for emergency situations or when you are
cornered.  The  Shotgun  Shells  are  one  of  the  most  valuable
resources in the game.

The Grenade Launcher: The Heavy Hitter

Found in the Downtown area, the grenade launcher is your key to
dealing with the Nemesis and other major threats. It uses several
ammo types, including explosive, flame, and acid rounds. Explosive
rounds are your best bet for staggering Nemesis and dealing area
damage. Flame rounds are excellent against the plant-like Drain
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Deimos and can stun-lock hunters.  Acid rounds  offer high damage
over time but are less versatile. Always try to carry at least two types
of rounds for different scenarios.

Enemy Encounters: Combat Strategies
for Every Foe

Understanding your enemies is half the battle. This Resident Evil 3
Strategy Guide breaks down the most common threats and how to
handle them efficiently.

Standard Zombies: The Undead Horde

Zombies are slow but relentless. A single bite can take a chunk of
your health, and they often come in groups. Strategy: Aim for the
knees. A shot to the leg will cripple a zombie, causing it to crawl.
Crawling zombies are far less threatening than standing ones and
can be easily  avoided.  If  you must  kill  them, a headshot with a
handgun or a single shotgun blast  to the torso will  do the trick.
Remember, killing is not always required. Running past a zombie
is often the smarter resource management choice.

Hunters: The Agile Predators

Hunters are fast, aggressive, and can leap across large gaps to close
distance. They have a devastating claw swipe that can kill you in two
hits on higher difficulties. Strategy: The Hunter is the perfect enemy
to practice your dodge against. Lure them into a pounce, dodge at
the last second, and then unload a shotgun blast into their chest. A
single well-placed shotgun blast can stun them. Grenade rounds are
also highly effective. Never fight a Hunter in a narrow hallway if you
can help it; retreat to open ground where you can maneuver.

The Nemesis: The Tyrant of Raccoon City

The Nemesis is the star of the show. He is fast, relentless, and armed
with  a  variety  of  weapons.  He  appears  throughout  the  game in
scripted encounters and chases. Strategy: You do not have to kill
the Nemesis  in  every encounter.  Your  primary goal  is  usually  to
escape the area or complete an objective. In his standard form, use
the grenade launcher with explosive rounds to stagger him, then run.
When  he  arms  his  flamethrower  or  rocket  launcher,  keep  your
distance and use the environment to break his line of sight. The best
strategy is to avoid direct confrontation unless you are forced into
a  boss  arena.  When  you  do  fight  him,  aim  for  the  chest  (his  weak
point) to trigger a stagger, then unload everything you have.

Item Management: The Tetris of Survival

Your inventory is a constant source of tension. You will always feel
like you do not have enough space. This Resident Evil 3 Strategy
Guide recommends a strict inventory hierarchy.

Weapons: Carry one handgun and one heavy weapon1.
(shotgun or grenade launcher). A third weapon is often overkill
and eats space.
Ammunition: Stack ammo vertically when possible. Carry no2.
more than two stacks of handgun ammo and one stack of
shotgun/grenade launcher ammo.
Healing: Always carry one green herb or a mixed herb. First3.
Aid Sprays are precious; save them for emergencies.
Utility: Flash grenades (for stunning enemy groups and4.
Nemesis) and a single lockpick or bolt cutter (if you are in an
area with many locked items).
Key Items: These cannot be discarded. Plan your route so you5.



are not backtracking endlessly.

Use the Item Box at every safe room. Do not hoard resources. If you
have three handgun magazines, combine them into a higher stack. If
you find a weapon upgrade, equip it immediately. The key to success
is adaptability. If you see a dangerous room ahead, switch your
loadout to prepare for close-quarters combat.

Exploration and Puzzle Solving:
Efficiency is Key

Resident Evil 3 is more linear than its predecessor, but it still rewards
thorough exploration. Every room, alley, and shop in Raccoon City
contains either  resources,  lore,  or  progress items.  Use your map
frequently.  A  red  door  signifies  that  it  is  locked  or  inaccessible  for
now. A blue door means you have been there. Check your map for
blue markers. These indicate puzzles or locked doors that you have
interacted with.

Puzzles in this game are generally straightforward, involving fuse
boxes, circuit boards, and code pads. If you get stuck, look around
the room for a document or a hint. For the train puzzle (the battery
connection),  write  down  the  number  of  connections  on  the
whiteboard. For the hospital safe, the code is hidden in the director’s

office.  Patience  and  observation  will  solve  99% of  the  puzzles.  This
Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide advises against using guides for
puzzles unless you have been stuck for more than 10 minutes; the
satisfaction  of  figuring  them  out  on  your  own  is  part  of  the
experience.

Advanced Tips: For the Completionist
and the Speedrunner

Once you have beaten the game once, you will  unlock additional
content  and  higher  difficulties.  Here  are  some  advanced  strategies
from this Resident Evil 3 Strategy Guide to help you master the
game.

Inferno Difficulty: The True Test

Inferno mode is brutally difficult. Enemies are faster, hit harder, and
have more health. The Nemesis will one-shot you with his charge
attack if  you are not at full  health. To survive Inferno, you must
master the perfect dodge. Practice it on standard difficulty until it is
muscle  memory.  Additionally,  prioritize  the  Assault  Coin  and
Recovery Coin from the shop (if you have the DLC or points). These
items provide passive damage and defense boosts, turning the tide
in impossible fights. Use


