
The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Kaitlyn & Carly • Books are a uniquely portable magic. • Page 1

The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran

Introduction: An Unlikely Union of Middle-earth and
Modern Music

When Peter Jackson set out to adapt J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved novel The Hobbit for the big screen,
fans knew they were in for a spectacular journey. The second installment, The Hobbit: The
Desolation of Smaug, took audiences deeper into the world of Middle-earth, culminating in the
terrifying encounter with the great dragon Smaug. But one of the most surprising and memorable
elements  of  the  film  was  not  a  visual  effect  or  a  battle  scene—it  was  the  end  credit  song
performed by a British singer-songwriter  who seemed an unlikely fit  for  Tolkien’s fantasy realm.
That artist was Ed Sheeran, and his contribution, "I See Fire," became an indelible part of the
film's identity. The collaboration between The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran
represents a fascinating intersection of contemporary folk-pop and epic fantasy storytelling. In this
article,  we will  explore how this  partnership came to be,  the meaning behind the song,  its
reception, and its lasting legacy in both music and cinema.

The Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug

Released in December 2013, The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug is the second chapter in
Peter  Jackson's  three-part  adaptation  of  Tolkien's  1937  novel.  The  film  picks  up  where  An
Unexpected  Journey  left  off,  following  Bilbo  Baggins,  Thorin  Oakenshield,  and  the  company  of
dwarves as they continue their quest to reclaim the Lonely Mountain and its treasure from the
dragon Smaug.

The film was praised for its darker tone, more intense action sequences, and the performance of
Benedict  Cumberbatch  as  the  voice  and  motion-capture  of  Smaug.  It  also  introduced  key
characters  such  as  Tauriel,  a  wood-elf  invented  for  the  films,  and  Legolas,  reprised  by  Orlando
Bloom. The narrative builds toward the climactic confrontation between the dwarves and the
dragon inside the mountain, ending on a dramatic cliffhanger as Smaug flies toward Lake-town to
unleash his fury.

For  a  film  so  steeped  in  grand  orchestral  scores  and  sweeping  adventure  music—courtesy  of
composer  Howard  Shore—the  choice  to  end  the  film  with  a  contemporary  folk  song  sung  by  a
modern pop star was a bold and somewhat divisive decision. Yet it worked, largely because of the
emotional weight and thematic resonance of the song itself.

How Ed Sheeran Became Involved with Middle-earth

The story of how The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran came together is one of
timing,  friendship,  and  creative  instinct.  Peter  Jackson  and  producer  Fran  Walsh  had  been

searching  for  a  songwriter  who  could  create  an  end  credit  piece  that  would  capture  the  film's
emotional core. They wanted something that felt  authentic,  grounded, and connected to the
story's themes of home, loss, and resilience.

According to Jackson, the idea of approaching Ed Sheeran came after the director heard Sheeran's
music and felt that his voice and songwriting style had a certain earthiness that would suit the
world of Middle-earth. Sheeran, a longtime fan of Tolkien's works, was reportedly thrilled by the
invitation. In interviews, Sheeran revealed that he had read The Hobbit as a child and was deeply
familiar with the story. He even dressed as a hobbit for Halloween when he was younger—a detail
that endeared him to fans of the franchise.

Sheeran was given a private screening of the film and asked to write a song that would reflect the
journey of the dwarves and the peril they faced. He wrote "I See Fire" the very next day. The
speed and naturalness with which the song came together suggest that the connection between
The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran  was meant to be. Jackson and Walsh
immediately approved the track, and it was recorded and integrated into the film.

The Songwriting Process: A Day in the Studio

Ed  Sheeran  has  often  described  the  writing  of  "I  See  Fire"  as  one  of  the  most  effortless  and
inspired sessions of his career. After watching the film, he sat down with his guitar and began to
translate  the  visuals  and emotions  he had absorbed into  lyrics  and melody.  The song was
recorded in just a few hours at a studio in Los Angeles, with Sheeran playing all the instruments
himself—acoustic guitar,  vocals,  and subtle layers that gave the track its haunting, spacious
quality.

Sheeran's minimalistic approach was intentional. He wanted the song to feel like it belonged in
the world of Middle-earth—timeless, unadorned, and deeply human. The result is a piece that
sounds like it could be sung by a weary traveler at the end of a long journey, or by a bard
recounting a tale of fire and loss.

Analyzing "I See Fire": Lyrics, Themes, and Connection to
the Film

"I See Fire" is more than just a song attached to a movie; it is a narrative extension of the film's
climax. The lyrics vividly describe the chaos and destruction that Smaug unleashes upon Lake-
town, but they also speak to resilience, unity, and the determination to survive.

Key lines such as "If this is to end in fire, then we should all burn together" evoke the collective
struggle of the people of Lake-town as they face the dragon's wrath. The repeated phrase "I see
fire" becomes a mantra of both warning and perseverance. Sheeran's imagery is cinematic in its



own right, painting pictures of "the mountain side" and "the smoke in the sky" that align perfectly
with the visual storytelling of the film.

Thematically, the song touches on ideas of sacrifice, loyalty, and the hope that emerges even in
the darkest moments. It is not about triumph or victory, but about standing together against
overwhelming  odds.  This  aligns  closely  with  the  emotional  arc  of  the  film's  final  act,  where  the
dwarves and the people of Lake-town must confront the terrifying reality of Smaug's wrath.

The Acoustic Quality and Its Effect

One of the reasons the collaboration of The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran
resonated  so  strongly  is  the  acoustic,  organic  nature  of  the  song.  In  a  film  filled  with  digital
effects, massive sets, and complex orchestration, "I See Fire" offers a moment of quiet intimacy.
Sheeran's voice is raw and unprocessed, accompanied only by his guitar and subtle background
harmonies. This stripped-back quality gives the song a timeless feel, as if it could have been sung
a century ago around a campfire.

This acoustic approach also helped bridge the gap between the fantastical world of Middle-earth
and the modern audience. The song does not rely on grandiose production or orchestral bombast;
it speaks directly to the listener, creating an emotional connection that transcends the boundaries
of the screen.

Reception and Impact: How Fans and Critics Responded

The inclusion of an Ed Sheeran song in a Tolkien adaptation was met with mixed reactions initially.
Some purists felt that a modern pop song had no place in Middle-earth, while others were simply
surprised by the choice. However, as audiences heard the song in context, many were won over
by its sincerity and emotional power.

"I See Fire" was praised by critics for its lyrical honesty and for the way it complemented the film's
closing  moments.  It  was  nominated for  several  awards  and became a  commercial  success,
charting in multiple countries. The song also introduced Ed Sheeran to a new audience: fans of
fantasy and epic cinema who might not have listened to his music otherwise.

Conversely, it brought Middle-earth to a younger generation of music fans. The fusion of The
Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran created a cultural crossover that benefited both
the film and the artist. Sheeran's fanbase grew, and the film gained a memorable and emotionally
resonant end credit experience.

Impact on the Soundtrack Industry

The success of "I See Fire" also demonstrated the growing trend of using popular, contemporary
artists  for  film  end  credit  songs—a  trend  that  continues  to  flourish  in  Hollywood.  While  this
practice had been common in smaller films and independent productions, the collaboration of The
Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran showed that even large-scale, epic franchises
could successfully integrate modern music without breaking the spell of the narrative.

The Legacy of "I See Fire" and Its Place in the Hobbit
Trilogy

Years after the release of The Desolation of Smaug, "I See Fire" remains one of the most beloved
songs associated with the Hobbit trilogy. It continues to be streamed millions of times per year
and is frequently performed by Sheeran in his live concerts. For many fans, hearing the song
instantly  brings  back  memories  of  the  film's  emotional  climax  and  the  image  of  Smaug  soaring
above Lake-town.

The song has also appeared in various fan edits, covers, and tributes, further cementing its place
in the cultural landscape of Tolkien's world. It has been performed by orchestras and choirs,
demonstrating its versatility and enduring appeal.

How It Enhanced the Viewing Experience

For viewers, the end credits of The Desolation of Smaug are not a time to rush out of the theater.
Thanks to "I See Fire," audiences stayed in their seats, absorbing the weight of the film's events
while being carried by Sheeran's soothing yet somber voice. The song provided a moment of
reflection before the inevitable wait for the final installment, The Battle of the Five Armies.

Moreover, the song deepened the emotional stakes of the story. It reminded audiences that at the
heart  of  this  epic tale of  dragons and dwarves were human (and hobbit)  experiences—fear,
courage, love, and the will  to endure. The collaboration of The Hobbit The Desolation Of
Smaug Ed Sheeran succeeded because it never lost sight of the story's emotional core.

Ed Sheeran’s Continued Connection to Fantasy and Film

Following his work on The Desolation of Smaug,  Ed Sheeran has been involved in other film and
television projects, but none have captured the same synergy as his contribution to Middle-earth.
He has expressed fondness for  the experience in interviews,  noting that working with Peter
Jackson and being part of the Tolkien legacy was a career highlight.

Interestingly, the songwriting approach he used for "I See Fire"—writing quickly and instinctively
after absorbing the film—has influenced his work on other projects. It reinforced his belief that the
best creative work often comes from a place of emotional authenticity rather than overthinking.

Conclusion: A Harmonious Blend of Two Worlds

The collaboration between The Hobbit The Desolation Of Smaug Ed Sheeran is a remarkable
example of how modern music can enhance and deepen the experience of epic fantasy cinema.
What could have been a jarring or gimmicky choice instead became a touching and integral part
of  the  film's  emotional  landscape.  Ed  Sheeran's  "I  See  Fire"  captured  the  spirit  of  Tolkien's
story—the fire, the fear, the unity, and the hope—while standing on its own as a piece of art.

Years after its release, the song continues to move listeners and remind them of the power of
storytelling,  whether  through  Tolkien's  words,  Jackson's  images,  or  Sheeran's  music.  It  is  a
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testament to the fact that when creativity aligns with genuine emotion, even the most unexpected partnerships can produce something timeless. For fans of the film and of Ed Sheeran alike, "I See
Fire" remains a glowing ember in the heart of Middle-earth that will not be extinguished.


