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Martin Luther King Jr Family Information

The Family Behind the Dream: Understanding Martin Luther King Jr
Family Information

When we reflect on the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we often focus on his soaring oratory, his courageous leadership in
the  Civil  Rights  Movement,  and  his  unwavering  commitment  to  nonviolent  protest.  Yet  behind  the  public  figure  was  a  private  man
deeply shaped by his upbringing, sustained by his wife, and devoted to his children. Exploring Martin Luther King Jr family information
reveals the personal foundation that supported his public mission. Understanding his family origins, his marriage to Coretta Scott King,
and his role as a father provides essential context for appreciating the full scope of his life and work.

King did not emerge from a vacuum. He was born into a family with a strong tradition of ministry, activism, and community leadership.
His immediate family—his parents, siblings, wife, and children—were not merely bystanders to his historic role; they were active
participants in the struggle for justice. This article provides an in-depth look at the King family, honoring the individuals who shaped
Dr. King and those who carried his torch forward after his assassination in 1968.

Early Family Life: Parents and Siblings

Father: Martin Luther King Sr.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born Michael King Jr. on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. His father, Michael King Sr., was a powerful
influence on his life.  King Sr.  was a Baptist pastor who served as the pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, one of the most
prominent Black congregations in the city. A forceful and outspoken leader, King Sr. led a successful campaign for equal pay for Black
teachers in Atlanta and was a key figure in the local civil rights struggle.

In 1934, King Sr. traveled to Germany for the World Baptist Alliance and was deeply inspired by the legacy of the Protestant reformer



Martin Luther. Upon his return, he changed both his own name and his son's name to Martin Luther King. This decision reflected King
Sr.’s admiration for the reformer’s courage and his hope that his son would become a bold leader for justice. King Sr. instilled in his
children a strong sense of racial pride, religious faith, and the importance of education.

Mother: Alberta Williams King

Alberta Williams King was the daughter of Reverend Adam Daniel Williams, who preceded King Sr. as pastor of Ebenezer Baptist
Church. She was a well-educated woman who attended Spelman Seminary (now Spelman College) and later taught at the Atlanta
University Laboratory School. Alberta was a devoted mother and a skilled musician who served as the church organist at Ebenezer.

Her gentle yet firm influence balanced King Sr.’s more intense personality. She taught her children the values of dignity, service, and
peaceful resistance. Tragically, Alberta Williams King was shot and killed in 1974 while playing the organ at Ebenezer Baptist Church, a
devastating loss for the family that came just six years after Dr. King’s own assassination.

Siblings

Martin Luther King Jr. had two siblings:

Willie Christine King Farris (1927–2023): The eldest child, Christine, became an educator and a civil rights activist. She
taught at Spelman College for many years and served as a tireless keeper of her brother’s legacy. She was the last surviving
sibling of Dr. King and remained active in educational and civil rights work until her passing.
Alfred Daniel Williams King (1930–1969): Known as A.D., he followed his father and brother into the Baptist ministry. He was
a pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church and was deeply involved in the Civil Rights Movement, participating in marches and
supporting his brother. His death by drowning in 1969, less than a year after Martin’s death, was a profound tragedy for the
family.

The King household was one of relative economic stability compared to many Black families in the segregated South. This stability
gave Martin Jr. the security to pursue higher education and develop his leadership potential, but it also meant he was exposed to the
harsh realities of racism from a young age, experiences that shaped his worldview.
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The Partnership: Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King

Any discussion of Martin Luther King Jr family information must center on his marriage to Coretta Scott King. Their partnership was not
merely a personal union but a strategic alliance in the fight for civil rights and later human rights.

Meeting and Marriage

Coretta Scott was born in 1927 in Heiberger, Alabama. She was an accomplished student with a strong voice and a passion for music.
She attended Antioch College in Ohio on a scholarship and later studied at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. It was in
Boston that she met a young doctoral student named Martin Luther King Jr.

Coretta was initially hesitant about marrying a minister, but she was drawn to Martin’s intellect, passion, and commitment to justice.
They married on June 18, 1953, at the Scott family home in Marion, Alabama. The ceremony was performed by Martin Sr. Coretta soon
stepped into a role that was both supportive and demanding. She was expected to be a pastor’s wife, a mother, and a partner in
activism.

Coretta’s Role in the Movement

Coretta Scott King was far more than a supportive spouse. She was a committed activist in her own right. She participated in the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, organized freedom concerts, and spoke widely on issues of racial and economic justice. After her husband’s
assassination, she took on the monumental task of preserving his legacy and advancing his unfinished work.

She founded The King Center in Atlanta, which became the official memorial dedicated to the life and work of Dr. King. She was also
instrumental in the long campaign to establish Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a federal holiday, a goal finally achieved in 1986. Coretta
later  expanded her activism to include LGBTQ+ rights,  global  peace,  and women’s rights.  She passed away in 2006,  but  her
contributions are inseparable from the King family story.



The King Children: Growing Up in the Spotlight

Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King had four children. Growing up as the children of a global icon brought unique privileges
and immense pressures. Each child has navigated their father’s legacy in their own way.

Yolanda Denise King (1955–2007)

Yolanda, known as Yoki, was the eldest child and only daughter. She was born just one month before the Montgomery Bus Boycott
began. As a child, she experienced the terror of having her family’s home bombed. Yolanda grew up to be an actress, an activist, and a
motivational speaker. She used the arts as a tool for social change and served for many years as the chair of The King Center. She
passed away unexpectedly in 2007.

Martin Luther King III (born 1957)

The eldest son, Martin Luther King III, was born in Montgomery, Alabama. He has been the most publicly engaged of the King children
in continuing his father’s work. He served as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and has been a
prominent advocate for voting rights, economic justice, and nonviolence. He has also spoken out on contemporary issues such as
police brutality and poverty.

Dexter Scott King (1961–2024)

Named after the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, where his father had served as pastor, Dexter Scott King was born in
Atlanta. He followed a different path, working as a businessman, attorney, and activist. He served as chairman of The King Center at
various times and was deeply involved in protecting his father’s intellectual property and legacy. He passed away in January 2024 after
a battle with prostate cancer.

Bernice Albertine King (born 1963)

The youngest child, Bernice Albertine King, was born in Atlanta. She was only five years old when her father was assassinated. Like her
father and grandfather, Bernice became a Baptist minister. She is a powerful preacher in her own right and currently serves as the
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CEO of The King Center. She has focused much of her ministry on promoting nonviolence and healing racial divides.

The King children have faced the challenge of living under the shadow of an extraordinary legacy. While they have pursued different
careers, each has contributed to keeping their father’s dream alive in their own way.

Extended Family and Connections

The King family tree includes other notable figures who contributed to civil rights and community leadership.

Grandparents

Martin Luther King Jr.’s maternal grandfather, Reverend Adam Daniel Williams, was a pioneering pastor who led Ebenezer Baptist
Church through a period of significant growth. He was an early civil rights activist who led a boycott against a local newspaper that had
insulted the Black community. His example of combining ministry with activism was a direct inspiration to King Jr.

On his father’s side, the family included sharecroppers and farmers, representing the working-class roots that kept King connected to
the struggles of ordinary people.

The King Family and the Civil Rights Movement

The King family home in Atlanta, where Martin Jr. grew up, was a hub of activity. The family frequently hosted visiting activists,
scholars, and religious leaders. The sense of purpose and service was woven into the fabric of the household. After Dr. King’s death,
the extended family, including cousins and in-laws, continued to participate in civil rights organizations and community initiatives.

Preserving the Legacy: The King Center and Beyond

The King family’s work did not end with Dr. King’s assassination. Coretta Scott King established The Martin Luther King Jr. Center for
Nonviolent Social Change (The King Center) in 1968, just months after his death. The King Center is located in the Sweet Auburn
district of Atlanta, adjacent to Ebenezer Baptist Church, and serves as a living memorial to Dr. King’s life and teachings.



The  center  houses  a  vast  archive  of  King’s  papers,  speeches,  and  personal  effects.  It  offers  educational  programs  that  train  young
leaders in nonviolent conflict resolution. The King children have served on the board and in leadership roles, working to ensure that
their father’s philosophy of nonviolence remains relevant for new generations.

Another key part of preserving Martin Luther King Jr family information is the King National Historical Park, which includes King’s birth
home, Ebenezer Baptist Church, and the King Center. This park attracts millions of visitors each year and stands as a testament to the
family’s enduring impact on American history.

Conclusion

Understanding Martin Luther King Jr family information provides a deeper, more human perspective on one of history’s most revered
figures. He was shaped by the love and discipline of his parents, sustained by the partnership with his remarkable wife Coretta, and
inspired to build a better world for his children and all children. The King family’s story is one of resilience, faith, and an unwavering
commitment to justice. From the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist Church to the halls of power in Washington, D.C., the King family has left
an indelible mark on the world. Their legacy is not just a historical artifact but a living call to continue the unfinished work of building
the Beloved Community that Martin Luther King Jr. dreamed of so passionately.


