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2012 Ap English Literature Multiple Choice
Answers

Mastering the 2012 AP
English Literature Multiple
Choice Section: A
Comprehensive Guide

The AP English Literature and Composition
exam has long been a milestone for high
school  students  aiming  to  demonstrate
their  analytical  reading  skills.  Among  its
components,  the  multiple  choice  section
often presents the greatest challenge—not
because the questions are impossible, but
because  it  demands  precision,  patience,
and  a  deep  understanding  of  literary
techniques.  For  students  and  educators
revisiting the 2012 AP English Literature
multiple choice answers, the exam offers
a valuable window into the College Board’s
testing  logic  and  the  kinds  of  passage-
based  questions  that  have  shaped  the
current format. In this article, we’ll explore
the  structure  of  the  2012  exam,  break
down the types of multiple choice questions
you can expect, share proven strategies for
selecting correct answers, and discuss how
analyzing  past  answer  keys  can  elevate
your overall AP Lit preparation.

Overview of the 2012 AP English
Literature Exam

The  2012  AP  English  Literature  exam
followed  the  traditional  blueprint:  a  one-
hour multiple choice section (45 questions)
and a two-hour free-response section (three
essays).  The  multiple  choice  portion
accounted  for  45%  of  the  total  score,
making it crucial for achieving a high mark.
In  2012,  the  passages  selected  for  the

multiple choice section drew from a range
of  periods  and  genres—including  prose
fiction,  poetry,  and  drama—similar  to
exams  from  other  years.  However,  the
2012  AP  English  Literature  multiple
choice  answers  reflect  a  particular
emphasis on inferential reasoning and the
ability  to  identify  figurative  language  in
context.  Understanding  the  exact
distribution  of  question  types  from  that
year can help students predict what they
might encounter on test day.

Anatomy of the Multiple Choice
Questions in 2012

Each multiple choice question in the 2012
exam  was  tied  to  a  specific  passage.  The
questions  fell  into  several  recognizable
categories:

Literal comprehension: These
asked students to recall or locate
explicitly stated information (e.g.,
who said what or what a character
did).
Inference and interpretation: The
most common type. You had to
determine implied meanings, the
speaker’s tone, or the effect of a
particular word choice.
Literary device identification:
Questions required spotting
metaphors, similes, alliteration, irony,
or symbolism and explaining their
function.
Structure and organization: Why
did the author arrange the passage in
a certain way? What effect does a
shift in point of view create?
Vocabulary in context: Defining an



unfamiliar word based on surrounding
clues.

By  studying  the  2012  AP  English
Literature  multiple  choice  answers
alongside  the  original  passages,  students
can  see  how  the  College  Board  crafted
wrong  answer  choices—often  using
plausible  but  incorrect  interpretations  or
focusing on minor  details.  That  insight  is
invaluable for avoiding traps.

Why the 2012 Answers Matter
for Your Preparation

Many students treat past exams as mere
practice  tests.  However,  systematically
rev iew ing  the  2012  AP  Engl ish
Literature  multiple  choice  answers
serves a deeper purpose. The answer key
doesn’t  just  tell  you  what  is  correct;  it
reveals  the  reasoning  the  test  makers
consider  valid.  For  instance,  a  question
about the effect of a metaphor might have
a correct answer that links the metaphor to
a  broader  theme,  while  the  distractors
might  describe  the  metaphor  literally  or
attribute an emotion not supported by the
text. By dissecting these patterns, you train
your  brain  to  think  the  way  the  exam
expects.

Moreover,  the  2012  exam  provides  a
baseline for comparing later tests. Has the
difficulty  shifted?  Are  certain  literary
periods  more  heavily  tested?  (In  2012,
Romantic poetry and Victorian prose were
well represented.) Using the 2012 answers
as  a  reference  point  helps  you  calibrate
your pace and confidence.

Strategies for Approaching
Passage-Based Multiple Choice

Let’s move from theory to practice. To get
the  most  out  of  analyzing  the  2012 AP
English  Literature  multiple  choice
answers, you need a methodical approach
to  the  passage  itself.  Here  are  proven

steps:

1. Read Actively, Not Passively

Before looking at the questions, read the
passage carefully—but efficiently. Underline
or  mentally  note  key  shifts  in  tone,
repeated images, and structural breaks. In
2012,  the  passages  often  contained  a
turning  point  or  a  surprising  revelation.
Being  alert  to  such  moments  makes  it
easier to answer inference questions.

2. Preview the Questions (Skip the
Answer Choices)

Quickly  scan  the  questions  for  keywords
like “primarily,” “best,” “most likely.” This
primes your brain to look for specific details
as  you  re-read  relevant  parts.  Avoid
reading the answer choices at this stage;
they can bias your reading.

3. Use the Process of Elimination

When  you  sit  down  with  the  2012  AP
English  Literature  multiple  choice
answers  as  a  study  guide,  notice  how
many wrong answers are “too extreme” or
“too narrow.” Practice eliminating options
that are factually wrong, out of scope, or
contradict the passage’s tone. Usually, you
can weed out two or three options, leaving
a 50/50 guess—much better than random
guessing.

4. Look for the “Best” Answer, Not the
“Perfect” One

The College Board designs multiple choice
so that only one answer is fully supported
by  the  text.  However,  sometimes  two
answers  seem  plausible.  The  correct
answer will  be the one that  the passage
supports  most  directly  and completely.  If
you’re stuck, ask yourself: “Which answer
could  I  defend  using  a  specific  line?”  The
2012 answer key routinely favored answers
that  tied  evidence  to  a  larger  thematic
point.
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Common Pitfalls and How to
Avoid Them

Even strong readers slip up on AP English
Literature  multiple  choice.  By  examining
mistakes made by students who took the
2012 exam, we can identify frequent traps:

Reading too quickly: The 2012
passages contained subtle irony and
complex syntax. Rushing leads to
misinterpretation. Practice pacing
yourself so you have about 12–13
minutes per passage.
Overrelying on outside
knowledge: A question about a
poem by John Donne might tempt you
to recall his biography. But the 2012
answers are always based solely on
the text provided. Keep your focus on
the passage itself.
Second-guessing without
evidence: If you’ve eliminated three
answers confidently, stick with the
remaining one. Changing your answer
later often hurts your score unless
you find a clear error.
Ignoring context: Some questions
ask about a single line, but the
correct answer requires
understanding the line’s role in the
whole passage. The 2012 AP
English Literature multiple choice
answers frequently rewarded
readers who considered context over
isolated words.

Using the 2012 Answer Key for
Focused Review

Instead of just checking whether you got an
answer right, use the 2012 answer key to
create a personalized study plan. For each
question you missed, write down why the
correct  answer  is  correct  and  why  your
chosen answer is wrong. Is it because you
misread the tone? Because you confused a
simile  with  a  metaphor?  Categorize  your
errors—comprehension,  inference,  literary

terms, etc.—and target your weakest areas.
The 2012 exam is especially useful because
it  contains  a  balanced  mix  of  question
types, making it a reliable diagnostic tool.

Expanding Your Practice Beyond
2012

While  the  2012  AP  English  Literature
multiple  choice  answers  are  a  great
starting point,  combine them with exams
from other years to see how question styles
evolve.  For  example,  later  exams
sometimes  include  more  graphic  or
contemporary  literature.  The  2012  exam
leans  heavily  on  canonical  texts,  so
supplementing  with  passages  from  more
diverse  authors  can  broaden  your
readiness.  Additionally,  use  the  2012
answers to test your ability to explain your
reasoning  out  loud—this  solidifies
understanding.

Final Thoughts on the 2012
Multiple Choice Section

The  2012  AP  English  Literature  multiple
choice section is not just a relic from a past
exam; it remains a powerful teaching tool.
Its  questions  challenge  readers  to  think
both  critically  and  creatively  about
literature.  When you study the 2012 AP
English  Literature  multiple  choice
answers ,  you  are  not  memoriz ing
answers—you  are  learning  a  method  of
careful,  evidence-based  analysis  that
applies  equally  to  college-level  English
courses and beyond.  Approach the exam
with  curiosity  rather  than  fear.  Each
passage is an opportunity to sharpen your
interpretive  skills.  By  mastering  the
strategies we’ve discussed,  you can walk
into  any  AP  Literature  multiple  choice
section—whether modeled after 2012 or a
newer version—with confidence and clarity.

Remember: The answer is almost always
in the text. Your job is to find it, trust it, and
move on. Good luck!


