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Kappa Alpha Psi Scrollers Club Manual

Understanding the Kappa
Alpha Psi Scrollers Club
Manual

The  journey  to  becoming  a  member  of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated is
a path rich with tradition, discipline, and
personal  growth.  For  those  who  have
accepted  a  bid  to  join  a  specific  chapter,
the  first  formal  step  into  this  brotherhood
is through the Scrollers Club. At the heart
of this transformative experience lies one
essential document: the Kappa Alpha Psi
Scrollers Club Manual. This guide is far
more than a simple booklet of rules; it is
the blueprint for a structured, educational,
and reflective process designed to prepare
individuals for a lifetime of commitment to
the fraternity's principles of achievement,
service, and brotherhood.

For anyone considering membership, or for
those  simply  curious  about  the  rigorous
standards  of  this  historic  organization,
understanding the manual  provides deep
insight into what it truly means to earn the
right to wear the Crimson and Cream. This
article  explores  the  manual’s  purpose,
critical components, and the lasting impact
it has on an aspiring brother’s journey.

What is the Kappa Alpha Psi
Scrollers Club Manual?

The  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Scrollers  Club
Manual  serves  as  the  official  guide
governing the probationary period known
as  the  Scrollers  Club.  This  period  is  a
cornerstone of the fraternity's membership
intake  process  (MIP).  It  is  not  a  hazing

document or a list  of meaningless tasks.
Instead, it is a carefully crafted educational
curriculum  that  outlines  the  history,
structure, bylaws, and expectations of the
fraternity.  The  manual  is  designed  to
transform  a  prospective  member,  or
"Scroller," into a well-informed Kappa man
who understands the weight of the letters
he seeks to wear.

Every  chartered  undergraduate  and
graduate  chapter  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi
adheres to the guidelines set forth in this
manual,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the
fraternity’s  national  headquarters.  It
ensures standardization across all chapters
while allowing for the unique character of
each  local  organization.  The  manual
emphasizes that membership is not a right
but  a  privilege  earned  through  study,
dedication, and service.

The Purpose and Philosophy
Behind the Manual

The primary purpose of the Kappa Alpha
Psi Scrollers Club Manual is to educate.
It  moves  the  intake  process  away  from
ambiguity and toward a clear, consistent,
and positive experience. The philosophy is
rooted  in  the  belief  that  a  man  must  first
understand the foundation of the fraternity
before he can contribute to its future. Key
objectives include:

Historical Education: Ensuring
every Scroller knows the founders,
the founding date (January 5, 1911),
and the challenges overcome by the
fraternity’s pioneers at Indiana
University Bloomington.
Value Alignment: Instilling the



cardinal principles of Kappa Alpha
Psi: Achievement in every field of
human endeavor, Brotherhood as a
lifelong bond, and Service to the
community and the nation.
Expectation Management: Clearly
outlining the responsibilities of a
Kappa man, including academic
excellence, financial obligations, and
a commitment to upholding the
fraternity's good name.
Structuring Growth: Providing a
roadmap for personal development
during the probationary period,
focusing on time management,
discipline, and teamwork.

The  manual  is  a  tool  for  the  Scroller
Advisor  and  the  chapter  leadership  to
facilitate discussions, assign projects, and
evaluate the progress  of  each candidate
fairly  and  consistently.  It  replaces
confusion with clarity and rumor with fact.

Key Components of the
Scrollers Club Manual

A  thorough  examination  of  the  Kappa
Alpha Psi Scrollers Club Manual reveals
several  distinct  sections,  each  critical  to
the  holistic  development  of  the  Scroller.
While  the  specific  contents  may  vary
slightly by edition and chapter supplement,
the core components remain consistent.

Historical Foundations of Kappa
Alpha Psi

One  of  the  first  and  most  substantial
sections of the manual is dedicated to the
fraternity's  history.  Scrollers  are required
to memorize and understand the names of
the  ten  founders,  also  known  as  the
"Jewels."  They  learn  about  the  first
chapter, Alpha, and the expansion of the
fraternity to become a global organization.

This  section  often  includes  detailed
readings on the fraternity's role during the
Civil  Rights  Movement  and its  continued
advocacy  for  social  justice.  The  manual
emphasizes that a Kappa man must be a
student  of  history  to  be a  leader  in  the
present.

The Membership Intake Process
(MIP) Protocol

The manual provides a clear, step-by-step
overview of the entire intake process, from
the  moment  a  prospective  member
receives a bid to the day of initiation. This
transparency is vital. It outlines the rules
regarding:

Probationary Status: Defining the1.
rights and limitations of a Scroller.
Meeting Attendance: Stating the2.
requirements for mandatory
educational sessions.
Financial Obligations: Explaining3.
the schedule for fees and dues.
Code of Secrecy: Emphasizing the4.
importance of discretion regarding
the fraternity's private ceremonies
and rituals.

This section serves as a contract between
the Scroller and the chapter, ensuring that
the process is conducted with integrity and
honor.

Code of Conduct and
Expectations

A  significant  portion  of  the  Kappa  Alpha
Psi Scrollers Club Manual is devoted to
conduct.  The  fraternity  demands  the
highest  standard  of  behavior  from  its
members,  and  th is  begins  dur ing
membership intake. The manual explicitly
prohibits hazing in all forms, aligning with
the  fraternity’s  national  zero-tolerance
policy.  It  details  expectations  for:
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Academic Standing: Scrollers must
maintain a minimum GPA, as the
fraternity was founded on the
principle of achievement.
Professionalism: Demeanor in
dress, speech, and interaction with
faculty, community members, and
fellow students.
Respect for Brotherhood: How
Scrollers are to interact with active
members and each other, fostering a
spirit of unity rather than division.

The Educational Curriculum

Beyond  history  and  rules,  the  manual
contains  an  educational  curriculum.
Scrollers  are  often  required  to  complete
specific  projects  and  assignments.  These
might  include:

Written Examinations: Testing
knowledge of the fraternity’s history,
songs, and handshake.
Community Service: Participating
in chapter service projects to
demonstrate a commitment to the
"Service" pillar.
Oral Presentations: Presenting
reports on the founders, prominent
alumni, or the fraternity’s guide right
motto, "Training for Leadership."

This curriculum ensures that the Scroller is
not a passive recipient of information but
an active participant in his own education.

Scroller Duties and
Responsibilities

This practical  section of the manual lists
the day-to-day responsibilities of a Scroller.
It  covers  how to  show respect  to  active
members,  how  to  properly  care  for  any
property  o f  the  chapter ,  and  the
importance  of  punctual ity.  I t  also
establishes the chain of command within

the club, usually led by a Scroller President
and Vice President elected from within the
group.  This  structure  helps  develop
leadership skills from the very beginning of
the fraternity experience.

The Role of the Scroller
Advisor and Guide

The  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Scrollers  Club
Manual is not intended to be a self-study
document. It is a tool used by the Scroller
Advisor—a  senior  act ive  member
appointed to oversee the development of
the Scrollers. The manual gives the advisor
the  framework  to  conduct  meaningful
meetings,  counsel  Scrollers  on  their
progress,  and  serve  as  a  mentor.  The
advisor uses the manual to:

Facilitate Discussions: Leading
conversations on the moral and
ethical challenges of brotherhood.
Evaluate Candidates: Using the
manual's criteria to make fair
assessments of each Scroller's
readiness.
Maintain Order: Ensuring the
process remains educational and
aligned with national policy.

The  relationship  between  the  Scroller
Advisor  and  the  Scroller  is  often  the  first
deep bond formed in the fraternity, setting
the  tone  for  the  entire  membership
experience.

How the Manual Shapes
Brotherhood

Reading and studying the Kappa Alpha
Psi Scrollers Club Manual  is  a  shared
experience  that  forges  a  powerful  bond
among  the  Scrollers  themselves.  They
study  together,  struggle  through  the



material  together,  and  take  their  exams
together. This shared challenge creates a
sense of camaraderie that is foundational
to  the  concept  of  brotherhood.  When  a
Scroller ultimately becomes an initiate, he
does so with a group of  men who have
traveled the same arduous but rewarding
path. The manual is the common text that
unites all Kappa men, regardless of which
chapter they join. A Kappa man from New
York  can  meet  a  Kappa  man  f rom
California, and they both share the deep
knowledge  acquired  from  the  same
manual.

Common Misconceptions
About the Scrollers Club
Manual

There are often misconceptions about what
the manual contains. Some outsiders may
assume it is a book of secrets or a list of
hazing activities. This is entirely false. The
Kappa Alpha Psi Scrollers Club Manual
is  a public-facing document in the sense
that its content is about education, history,
and ethics. It is designed to be a positive
resource.  Key misconceptions  cleared up
by the manual include:

Hazing: The manual explicitly
forbids hazing, focusing instead on
educational achievement.

Secrecy: While rituals are kept
secret, the manual focuses on
general knowledge and fraternity
history.
Exclusivity: The manual promotes
inclusivity based on merit and
character, not on social status alone.

Conclusion

The  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Scrollers  Club
Manual  is  far  more  than  a  procedural
document. It is the literary foundation upon
which  a  man’s  fraternal  life  is  built.  It
represents a promise from the chapter to
the  Scroller:  "We will  teach  you  what  it
means  to  be  a  Kappa  man."  And  i t
represents a promise from the Scroller to
the  fraternity:  "I  will  dedicate  myself  to
learning and living these principles."  For
over  a  century,  this  manual  has  guided
countless  men  through  the  doorway  of
brotherhood, ensuring that when a man is
finally  welcomed  as  a  lifetime  member  of
Kappa Alpha Psi, he is truly prepared for
the journey ahead. It remains a powerful
tool  for  developing  leaders  and  building
brothers  who  will  positively  impact  their
communities and the world. To approach
the  Scrollers  Club  without  understanding
the manual is to miss the very essence of
the  fraternity's  sacred  trust.  To  engage
with it  fully  is  to  step confidently  onto the
path of achievement.


