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Standard Catalog Of Smith Wesson

Introduction: The Essential Guide for
Smith & Wesson Enthusiasts

For  generations,  Smith  &  Wesson  has  stood  as  an  iconic
American  firearms  manufacturer,  producing  revolvers,  pistols,
and  rifles  that  have  shaped  history,  defended  lives,  and
become  cherished  collector’s  items.  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  collector,  a  gunsmith,  a  law  enforcement  officer,  or
simply  a  fascinated  enthusiast,  having  a  rel iable,
comprehensive  reference  is  paramount.  The  Standard
Catalog  Of  Smith  Wesson  is  widely  regarded  as  the
definitive  guide  to  understanding  the  vast  and  intricate  world
of S&W firearms. This article explores what makes this catalog
indispensable, how to use it effectively, and why it remains the
gold  standard  for  identification,  valuation,  and  historical
research.

What Is the Standard Catalog Of
Smith Wesson?

First published in the early 2000s and now in its fourth edition,
the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson is a meticulously
researched reference book authored by Jim Supica and Richard

Nahas.  It  provides  a  detailed  breakdown  of  virtually  every
firearm  produced  by  Smith  &  Wesson  from  the  company’s
founding in 1852 through modern times. The catalog is not a
simple price list; it is an encyclopedia of models, variations,
engineering  changes,  serial  number  ranges,  and  market
values.  Each edition builds on previous research,  correcting
errors  and incorporating  newly  discovered  information  from
factory records and collector reports.

Because  Smith  &  Wesson  produced  thousands  of  distinct
variations—including  different  barrel  lengths,  finishes,  sight
configurations,  and  special  orders—the  catalog  serves  as  a
roadmap.  Without  it,  identifying  an  old  S&W  revolver
accurately can be nearly impossible. With it, a collector can
determine  exactly  which  model  they  hold,  what  factory
features it should have, and what its approximate value is in
the current market.

Why a Standard Catalog Matters for
Collectors and Owners

Firearm collecting  is  as  much  about  history  as  it  is  about
mechanics.  Smith & Wesson models such as the Model  10,
Model  29,  Model  686,  and the vintage “pre-model  number”



revolvers each have rich stories. The Standard Catalog Of
Smith Wesson helps collectors:

Identify unknown models: Using serial numbers,
barrel markings, and other physical clues, the catalog
guides you to the exact model and variant.
Determine authenticity: Many S&W firearms have
been refinished, modified, or assembled from parts. The
catalog highlights original features and marking styles.
Understand rarity: Not all Smith & Wessons are equal.
Some “transitional” models or scarce barrel lengths
command premium prices.
Establish provenance: Knowing when a gun was made
and its original configuration adds to its historical
significance.
Appraise value: The catalog includes graded pricing
(poor, fair, good, very good, fine, excellent) based on
market data at the time of publication, though users
should always check current trends.

A Deep Dive into the Structure of the
Catalog

Chapter Organization by Model Series

The book is logically divided into sections that cover all major
S&W product lines: top-break revolvers, hand ejector revolvers
(including the famous “Military & Police” family), N-frames, K-
frames, J-frames, semi-automatic pistols (from the Model 39 to
the  modern  M&P series),  and  long  guns  (rifles  and  shotguns).
Each  section  begins  with  an  overview  of  the  development

history and key engineering changes.

Detailed Model Entries

For each model, the catalogs provides:

Production timeline: The years a particular model was
manufactured.
Caliber options: From .22 Long Rifle to .44 Magnum
and beyond.
Barrel lengths and variants: Including rare options
like 3-inch barrels on L-frames.
Finish and grip information: Blued, nickel, stainless,
with wood, rubber, or target grips.
Serial number ranges: Perhaps the most critical tool
for dating a gun.
Changes and “dash” numbers: Smith & Wesson uses
engineering changes (e.g., Model 66-1, 66-2) to denote
minor updates. The catalog lists all known engineering
changes with their approximate introduction dates.

Serial Number Lookup Tables

One of the most frequently used features is the extensive serial
number charts. For example, if you own a Smith & Wesson .38
Military & Police revolver with serial number C123456, you can
cross-reference it to determine it was likely shipped in the early
1950s. The catalog explains how S&W serial numbers evolved
over time, including the use of letter prefixes and suffixes. This
section  alone  can  save  hours  of  online  searching  and
guesswork.
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Valuation Guidance

Every model  entry includes a price grid with values for  six
condition grades. While these prices are snapshots from the
market  at  the  time  of  publication,  they  provide  a  reliable
baseline.  The catalog also includes tips on what affects value,
such as original box and papers, rare factory engraving, or law
enforcement agency markings.  It  cautions that  a “wartime”
finish or a “non-factory” refinish can drastically reduce value.

How to Use the Catalog Effectively

Newcomers sometimes feel overwhelmed by the sheer volume
of data. Here is a simple step-by-step approach to identifying
your Smith & Wesson using the Standard Catalog Of Smith
Wesson:

Locate the serial number: Usually found on the1.
bottom of the grip frame (on revolvers) or on the frame
under the barrel (on semi-automatics). For older top-
break models, it may be on the cylinder crane.
Determine the model number (if any): After 1957,2.
S&W stamped model numbers inside the yoke area
(where the cylinder swings out). For pre-1957 guns, you
must identify by frame size and features.
Use the serial number charts: Find the appropriate3.
section in the catalog. Match the serial number prefix or
range to estimate the year of manufacture.
Identify the exact variation: Compare barrel length,4.
number of screws on the side plate, type of hammer
(spur, bobbed, or spurred), and any special markings
(e.g., “U.S. Navy” or “Victory” model).

Check the condition: Evaluate your firearm honestly5.
against the catalog’s condition definitions. Factor in
original finish, mechanical function, and bore condition.
Consult the pricing table: With the condition grade6.
and variation identified, look up the value range.
Remember that regional markets and recent auctions
may shift prices.

Special Editions and Updates Over
Time

The  Standard  Catalog  of  Smith  &  Wesson  has  seen
multiple editions, each expanding and refining the information.
The first  edition (2001) was revolutionary but  contained gaps.
The second edition added many previously unrecorded models,
particularly  from  the  early  20th  century.  The  third  edition
(2006)  included  more  semi-automatic  pistol  details  and
corrected  serial  number  data.  The  fourth  edition  (2016)
brought the most comprehensive update, with new models like
the M&P Shield, M&P 2.0, and Performance Center variants,
plus expanded coverage of commemoratives and special runs.

Collectors often wonder if a new fifth edition is on the horizon.
Given  the  pace  of  new  product  introductions  by  Smith  &
Wesson (including the recent surge in revolver sales and new
SHOT Show releases),  an  update  would  likely  be  welcome.
However,  the  fourth  edition  remains  entirely  relevant  for
firearms produced up to around 2015.



The Role of the Catalog in the Digital
Age

With  internet  forums,  online  databases,  and  social  media
groups  dedicated  to  Smith  &  Wesson,  some may  ask  if  a
printed catalog is still necessary. The answer is a clear yes—for
several reasons:

Curated accuracy: Online information can be posted by
anyone. The catalog is peer-reviewed and fact-checked
against factory archives.
Breadth of data: No single website compiles all the
engineering changes, variations, and serial number
ranges in one place as thoroughly as the catalog.
Portable and offline: When at a gun show or estate
sale with limited internet access, a spiral-bound or
hardcover catalog is invaluable.
Context and history: The catalog includes narratives
about S&W’s business decisions, patents, and wartime
production, providing context that raw data cannot.

That said,  savvy collectors use the catalog alongside online
tools. For instance, verify a serial number against the catalog’s
charts, then cross-check with online forums to see if there are
known anomalies  in  that  range.  The two methods together
provide more confidence than either alone.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid

Them

Even with the best reference, mistakes happen. Here are some
traps the Standard Catalog Of Smith Wesson helps you
avoid:

Misidentifying a model by barrel length: Some
models had both standard and optional barrel lengths.
The catalog lists each length with its rarity.
Confusing pre-model-number and post-model-
number guns: A pre-Model 10 (Military & Police) looks
similar to a later one, but prices differ significantly. The
catalog clarifies the transition year (1957).
Overvaluing a refinished gun: Many old Smith &
Wessons have been commercially blued or nickeled after
leaving the factory. The catalog emphasizes that
refinishing reduces value by 30–50% unless done by the
factory (rare).
Ignoring “dash” numbers: A Model 66 no-dash is
different from a Model 66-2 in terms of strength and
engineering changes. The catalog explains these
differences.

Where to Find the Standard Catalog

The  Standard  Catalog  of  Smith  &  Wesson  is  widely
available  through major  booksellers,  gun stores,  and online
retailers like Amazon, Brownells, and direct from the publisher
(Gun  Digest  Books).  Prices  typically  range  from $30  for  a
softcover to $50 for hardcover. Used copies can be found at a
discount, but ensure you get the fourth edition for the most up-
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to-date information. Some libraries also carry reference copies.

Additionally,  digital  versions  exist  for  Kindle  and  other  e-
readers,  but  many  collectors  prefer  print  for  easy  flipping
between  sections.  The  spiral-bound  version  lays  flat  on  a
workbench—an  excellent  feature  for  hands-on  identification.

Conclusion: An Indispensable
Resource

Whether you are evaluating a family heirloom, searching for a
specific variant to complete a collection, or preparing to sell a
firearm, the Standard Catalog Of Smith Wesson is the most
trusted single-volume reference available. It combines rigorous
historical research with practical valuation data, presented in
an accessible format. By mastering its use, you deepen your
appreciation  for  the  engineering  and  heritage  of  Smith  &
Wesson. As the company continues to innovate, the catalog
remains a sturdy bridge between past and present—a must-
have for anyone serious about S&W firearms.


