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How To Make A
Cat Tree

Introduction: Why Build
Your Own Cat Tree?

Cats are natural climbers, explorers, and observers.
A cat tree offers them a dedicated space to satisfy
these instincts, providing exercise, mental
stimulation, and a safe retreat from the household
hustle. While pet stores offer a wide array of cat
trees, building your own can be a rewarding project
that saves money, allows for customization, and
results in a sturdier, more durable structure tailored
to both your cat's needs and your home's decor.

This guide will walk you through the entire process
of how to make a cat tree from start to finish.
Whether you are a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a
complete beginner, you will find practical advice,
material lists, and step-by-step instructions to create
a feline-friendly masterpiece. By building it
yourself, you ensure the use of safe, non-toxic
materials and the ability to design a tree that fits
perfectly in your available space.



Understanding Your Cat's
Needs and Your Space

Assess Your Cat's Personality

Before gathering materials, consider your cat's
habits. Does your cat love to perch high and survey
the room? Do they prefer cozy, enclosed spaces for
napping? Do they scratch vertically or horizontally?
Observing these behaviors will help you decide on
the features to include, such as platforms, cubbies,
hammocks, or dangling toys. A DIY cat tree can be
customized to match your cat's unique preferences,
making it a more valuable addition to their
environment.

Measure Your Available Area

Determine where the cat tree will be placed.
Measure the floor space, ceiling height, and consider
nearby furniture. A tall, narrow tree works well in a
corner, while a shorter, wider model might be better
against a long wall. Ensure the tree will not block
doors, vents, or walkways. Planning the dimensions
early will prevent costly mistakes later.

Materials and Tools for
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Your Cat Tree Project

Essential Materials

Wood: Plywood (at least ¾-inch thick for
stability) for the base and platforms. Pine or
birch are good choices. Avoid pressure-
treated wood as the chemicals can be harmful
to cats.
Carpet or Sisal Rope: Carpet provides soft
surfaces for perching and napping, while sisal
rope is ideal for scratching posts. Use a low-
pile carpet that is easy to clean and less likely
to snag claws.
PVC Pipe or Wooden Posts: These form the
vertical supports. PVC pipe is lightweight and
easy to wrap with sisal, while wooden posts
are sturdier but heavier. For a natural look,
consider birch logs or branches.
Hardware: Screws, bolts, L-brackets, and
wood glue are necessary for assembly. Ensure
all hardware is secure and does not leave
sharp edges exposed.
Optional Add-ons: Fleece fabric for
hammocks, small wooden boxes for cubbies,
and cat-safe felt for added texture.

Recommended Tools

Measuring tape



Pencil and paper for sketching
Circular saw or jigsaw (or have wood cut at
the hardware store)
Drill with assorted bits and screwdriver bits
Staple gun with staples
Sandpaper or an electric sander
Hot glue gun (for securing rope ends)
Safety glasses and work gloves

Designing Your Custom Cat
Tree: A Step-by-Step
Blueprint

Sketch Your Vision

Draw a rough sketch of your cat tree, including all
levels, posts, and features. A simple design might
include a large base, one or two platforms at
different heights, and a scratching post. A more
complex tree could have multiple levels, a cubby
house, and a dangling toy. Label the dimensions on
your sketch to guide your cuts.

Determine the Number of Levels

Most cat trees have between two and four levels. The
lowest level should be close to the ground for easy
access, especially for senior cats. The highest perch
should be tall enough to give your cat a good vantage
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point but stable enough not to wobble. A good rule
of thumb is to keep the total height under 6 feet to
prevent tipping.

Plan for Stability

A wobbly cat tree is a dangerous cat tree. The base
must be wide and heavy enough to support the entire
structure. A base that is at least 24 inches by 24
inches is recommended for tall trees. You can also
secure the tree to the wall using brackets for added
safety, particularly if you have a large or energetic
cat.

Building the Base and
Posts

Cut and Prepare the Base

Cut your plywood to the desired base dimensions.
Sand all edges and surfaces to remove splinters. If
you plan to carpet the base, do this now. Apply
carpet to the top surface using a staple gun, folding
the edges neatly and stapling them underneath. For a
cleaner look, you can also paint or stain the base
before adding carpet.

Attach the Vertical Posts

Determine the placement of your vertical posts. For



a standard tree, you might have one central post or
two side posts. Drill pilot holes through the base and
into the bottom of the post. Secure with wood glue
and screws or bolts. Use L-brackets at the base for
additional support. If using PVC pipe, you can attach
a wooden flange to the bottom for easier mounting.

Wrap the Posts with Sisal Rope

Apply a line of hot glue to the bottom of the post and
attach the end of the sisal rope. Wrap the rope tightly
around the post, keeping each coil snug against the
previous one. Apply glue every few wraps to keep
the rope in place. Continue until the post is fully
covered. For a multi-level tree, you may want to
leave some sections of the post unwrapped for
attaching platforms.

Adding Platforms and
Perches

Cut and Prepare Platforms

Cut your plywood into the desired shapes for
platforms. Round, square, or rectangular platforms
all work well. Sand the edges thoroughly. Carpet the
top surface of each platform, ensuring the carpet is
tight and free of bubbles. You can also add a sisal
scratching surface to the edge of some platforms for
variety.
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Secure Platforms to the Posts

Decide the height for each platform and mark the
post. Drill pilot holes through the platform and into
the post. Use wood glue and screws to attach the
platform. For added stability, use L-brackets
underneath the platform where it meets the post.
Always check for level before the glue sets. Allow
each level to dry completely before adding the next.

Incorporating Scratching
Posts and Sisal Features

Vertical Scratching Posts

The wrapping technique described earlier is the
standard method for creating vertical scratching
surfaces. Ensure the sisal rope is tight and secure.
Cats love the texture and will often prefer sisal over
carpet for scratching. You can also purchase pre-
wrapped scratching posts and attach them to your
tree.

Angled and Horizontal Scratch Pads

Some cats prefer to scratch at an angle or
horizontally. You can attach a small piece of
plywood to the side of a platform at a 45-degree
angle and wrap it with sisal. Alternatively, create a
low-level box or ramp covered in sisal for cats who



scratch while lying down.

Creating Cozy Hideaways
and Cubbies

Building a Cubbie Base

A cubby provides a safe, enclosed space for your cat
to nap. You can use a pre-made wooden crate or
build a simple box from plywood. Cut a circular or
arched opening in the front large enough for your cat
to enter easily. Sand all edges thoroughly. Carpet the
interior and exterior of the box or paint it with cat-
safe paint.

Attaching the Cubbie to the Tree

Place the cubbie on a large platform or attach it
directly between two posts. Secure it with wood glue
and screws from the inside or underneath. Ensure the
cubbie is stable and does not rock. You can add a
soft cushion or a piece of fleece inside for extra
comfort.

Adding Fun Accessories:
Hammocks, Toys, and
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Ramps

Making a Fleece Hammock

Cut a rectangle of fleece fabric twice the desired
size. Fold it in half and sew or pin the sides, leaving
the top open. You can also use a no-sew method by
cutting fringe along the edges and tying them
together. Attach the hammock to the tree using snap
hooks or by tying it securely to wooden pegs.

Dangling Toys

Attach a length of sturdy string or elastic cord to a
high platform or branch. On the other end, attach a
small toy, feather, or bell. Ensure the toy is securely
fastened and cannot be easily pulled off and ingested.
Monitor the toy for wear and tear and replace it as
needed.

Building a Ramp

A ramp is a great addition for senior cats or kittens.
Cut a piece of plywood at a gentle angle. Carpet the
ramp or cover it with sisal for traction. Attach the
top of the ramp to a low platform and let the bottom
rest on the floor or base. Secure the ramp with
brackets and screws.



Assembling Multi-Level
Structures

Stacking Levels

For a tall cat tree, you will build each level separately
and then stack them. Start with the base and lowest
posts. Add the lowest platform. Then, attach the
second set of posts to that platform, followed by the
next platform. Continue this process for each level.
Test stability after each addition and reinforce
with brackets if needed.

Final Assembly and Tightening

Once all levels are assembled, go back and tighten
every screw and bolt. Check for any wobbles or
loose connections. Add additional screws or glue
where necessary. If the tree feels top-heavy, consider
adding weight to the base or securing the top to the
wall.

Safety Checks and Cat-
Proofing Your Creation

Inspect for Sharp Edges and Loose Parts

Run your hands over every surface of the cat tree.
Sand down any sharp edges or rough spots. Ensure
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all staples are flush with the carpet. Check that no
screws are protruding. Cats can injure themselves on
exposed hardware, so cover all screw heads with
carpet or felt patches.

Test for Stability and Tip-Over
Resistance

Apply gentle pressure to the top of the tree from
different angles. It should not rock or tip. If it does,
reinforce the base or add wall anchors. A cat tree
that tips over can seriously injure your cat or damage
your home. Never skip this step.

Choose Non-Toxic Materials

Use only cat-safe materials. Avoid glues, paints, or
stains that contain volatile organic compounds
(VOCs). Water-based, non-toxic finishes are best.
Ensure the carpet is free of harmful chemicals and
does not have loops that can catch claws.

Introducing Your Cat to the
New Tree

Placement is Key

Put the cat tree in a location your cat already enjoys,
such as near a window with a view. If your cat is shy,
place the tree in a quiet corner initially. You can also



sprinkle catnip on the platforms or hang a favorite
toy to attract your cat.

Encourage Exploration

Let your cat approach the tree on their own terms.
Do not force them onto it. You can place treats on
the lower platforms to encourage climbing. Praise
and reward your cat when they use the tree. With
time, most cats will adopt the tree as their own
special territory.

Maintenance and Long-Term Care

Vacuum the carpet regularly to remove fur and dirt.
Check the sisal rope for fraying and replace it when
it becomes worn. Tighten screws and bolts
periodically, as cats can loosen them with vigorous
scratching. With proper care, your handmade cat
tree can provide years of joy for your feline friend.

Conclusion: The Reward of
a Custom-Built Cat Tree

Learning how to make a cat tree is a fulfilling DIY
project that directly benefits your cat


