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How Do You Make
A Spiral Staircase

In Minecraft

Introduction: Elevate Your
Builds with a Spiral
Staircase in Minecraft

Building in Minecraft is as much about function as it
is  about  form.  Whether  you  are  constructing  a
towering wizard’s tower, a compact underground
bunker, or a modern minimalist villa, the way you
connect  different  levels  can  define  the  entire
aesthetic of your creation. While regular staircases
are  practical,  a  spiral  staircase  offers  a  unique
blend  of  space  efficiency  and  visual  flair.  It  can
become the centerpiece of your build, drawing the
eye upward and adding a  sense of  elegance or
medieval charm. But many players wonder, “How
do you make a spiral staircase in Minecraft?”
At first glance, the curved, twisting structure seems
difficult  to  replicate  in  a  blocky  world.  The  good
news is that with a few simple techniques and a bit
of  planning,  you  can  build  a  stunning  spiral



staircase  that  fits  perfectly  into  any  architectural
style. In this guide, we will walk you through step-
by-step  methods,  from  the  simplest  one-wide
design to more advanced double-spiral and floating
versions.  By  the  end,  you  will  have  all  the
knowledge  you  need  to  add  that  iconic,  space-
saving staircase to your next project.

Why Build a Spiral
Staircase Instead of a
Regular One?

Before diving into the building process, it helps to
understand the advantages of a spiral staircase. In
Minecraft, space is often at a premium, especially
inside  towers,  lighthouses,  or  small  houses.  A
regular staircase requires a straight run of blocks,
often  taking  up  a  significant  footprint.  A  spiral
staircase,  on  the  other  hand,  uses  a  compact,
circular  pattern,  allowing  you  to  ascend  many
blocks within a 3x3 or even 2x2 area. Additionally,
spiral  staircases look more dramatic and can be
decorated  with  fences,  slabs,  or  different  block
types to create a stunning visual centerpiece. They
also  feel  more  natural  in  fantasy  or  medieval
builds,  mimicking  the  spiral  stairs  found  in  real
castles and towers. Learning how do you make a
spiral staircase in Minecraft will open up many
creative possibilities for your worlds.
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Materials You Will Need

The  beauty  of  spiral  staircases  is  their  flexibility.
You can use almost any full block for the steps and
any slab or stair block for the treads. However, for
the most common and easy-to-follow design, we
recommend the following:

Full blocks (stone, wood planks, quartz,
etc.) for the central column or support
beams.
Slabs (matching your block choice) for the
actual steps. Half-slabs work best because
they allow you to create a smooth stepping
surface while keeping the gap small.
Stairs (optional) – you can use Minecraft
stairs instead of slabs for a more traditional
staircase look, but they require more
planning for the turning corners.
Fences or walls (optional) for railings or a
central pole if you want an open design.
Torches – spiral staircases can be dark, so
you may want to place light sources along
the way.

For the purpose of this guide, we will  use stone
bricks (full blocks) and stone brick slabs. You can
easily substitute these for any material you prefer,
such as oak planks, spruce, or even Nether blocks.



Step-by-Step Guide: How to
Build a Simple 3x3 Spiral
Staircase

This  is  the  most  common  and  reliable  method,
perfect for towers and compact builds. It  uses a
central  column  (or  an  open  center)  and  slabs
placed in  a  rotating  pattern.  Follow these  steps
carefully.

Step 1: Mark the Center

Choose a location for your staircase. For a 3x3 size,
mark a 3-block by 3-block area on the ground. The
center of this square (the second block in on both
axes) will be your central anchor point. If you want
a central column (which makes the staircase easier
to climb and very stable), place a full block at the
center. If you prefer an open center (more airy, but
trickier to navigate), leave that block empty. For
this  tutorial,  we  will  create  a  staircase  with  a
central column of stone bricks.

Step 2: Place the First Step

Starting  from  the  ground  level,  decide  which
direction you want the spiral to turn. For a right-
handed  spiral  (going  upward  counterclockwise),
you will place your slabs in a clockwise fashion as
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you  ascend.  On  the  ground  floor,  place  a  slab  on
top of the block directly north of the center column
(assuming the center is at coordinates 0,0). This
slab should be on the top half of the block (or lower
half, depending on your preference). For standard
stepping, using a bottom slab makes the step half
a block high, which is easier to walk up. But for a
spiral  staircase,  we want each step to be a full
block higher than the previous one. So, we use a
top slab (or a full block alternative). Actually, for
simplicity,  we  will  build  the  staircase  using  full
blocks for  the structural  support  and then place
slabs on top of them at each level. Let me clarify
the most common method.

Step 3: The One-Block-at-a-Time
Method

The most intuitive way to build a spiral staircase is
to  create  a  series  of  horizontal  platforms  that
rotate around a central point. For a 3x3 spiral:

Place a full block (the riser) at the center of1.
one side of the 3x3 square (say, north side,
at ground level). This block will support the
first step.
On top of that block, place a slab (or a stair2.
block) facing upward. This is your first step.
Go up one block (you can jump or use a3.
temporary ladder). Now, place another full
block on the next side of the center square



(moving clockwise: east side). Place a slab on
top of it. This is your second step, which
should be one block higher than the first.
Continue rotating: third step on the south4.
side, fourth on the west side.
After completing one full rotation (4 steps),5.
you will have ascended 4 blocks. Note that
the first step is at height 1, second at height
2, third at height 3, fourth at height 4. For
the next cycle, you will need to place the fifth
step on the north side again, but this time
two blocks higher than the previous north
step (which was at height 1, so the new north
step goes at height 5). To do this, you need
to build up the support: place a column of full
blocks from the ground up to the desired
height, then place the slab on top.

This method is straightforward but requires careful
counting and can be tedious for tall towers. Many
builders prefer to use a central pillar to simplify the
process.

Step 4: Using a Central Pillar

Place a full block at the center of your 3x3 square.
This pillar will rise as high as your staircase goes.
Now,  each step can be attached directly  to  the
pillar. Build the pillar up one block at a time. At
each level, place a slab on one of the four sides of
the pillar, rotating as you go. For example:
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At ground level, place a slab on the north
side of the pillar (attached to the pillar's
north face, at the base level – but you
actually want the step to be at height 1, so
you place the slab on top of a block that is
adjacent to the pillar at height 1. The easiest
way: place a full block adjacent to the pillar
at ground level, then place a slab on top of
that block. Or simply place the slab directly
on the side of the pillar? Actually, slabs
placed on the side of a block do not stay
unless you use a different orientation. Let’s
use a more straightforward technique: the
“floating slab” method.

A better approach: Create a central column of full
blocks.  Then,  around  that  column,  build  a
continuous  spiral  using  slabs  placed  on  top  of
blocks that are one lower. For each step, you need
a support block placed at the same height as the
previous  step’s  support,  but  offset  one  block
horizontally.  The  cleanest  method  is  to  use  the
“stair block” placement.

Advanced Method: Using
Stairs Blocks for a Smooth



Spiral

If you want a truly seamless spiral staircase, using
actual stair blocks (like oak stairs) can give you a
more polished look. This method does not require a
central  column,  but  it  does  require  precise
placement. The idea is to place stair blocks in a
circle, each one rotated 90 degrees from the last,
and each one one block higher. Start by placing a
stair block on the ground (facing north). Next, go
one block up and place another stair block facing
east, adjacent to the first (or offset by one block to
create  the  spiral).  Continue  in  this  pattern.  The
result is a beautiful, compact spiral that looks like a
real staircase. However, you must ensure the stairs
are placed on solid blocks underneath, so you will
need  to  fill  in  the  ground  or  build  a  structure
underneath as you go. This method works best for
a  2x2 spiral  (using corner  stairs)  or  a  3x3 with
stairs placed around a central air gap.

Design Variations and Tips

Open Center vs. Closed Center

An open-center spiral (no central pillar) looks more
elegant and allows light to pass through, but it can
be tricky to climb because you might fall through
the hole. You can place a fence or glass pane in the
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center to prevent falls while maintaining visibility.
A closed-center  spiral  (with a pillar)  is  easier  to
build and very stable, but it can feel bulky. You can
use a pillar of fences or iron bars to make it look
lighter.

Adding Railings

For  safety  (and  aesthetics),  add  railings  on  the
outer side of the spiral. Use fences, walls, or even
slabs placed vertically. Railings become especially
important if your staircase is high. You can also add
a railing around the inner hole if you have an open
center.

Lighting the Staircase

Spiral staircases can become dark caves. Be sure
to place torches, lanterns, or glowstone along the
outer walls or even embedded in the steps (using
slabs with light sources underneath). Alternatively,
you  can  use  a  central  pillar  of  sea  lanterns  or
shroomlights for a dramatic effect.

Using Different Block Palettes

Don’t  limit  yourself  to  stone.  A  wooden  spiral
staircase  (oak  or  spruce)  fits  perfectly  in  rustic
builds.  A quartz and white concrete combination
gives a modern, clean look. For nether fortresses,
use nether bricks and crimson planks. The spiral



shape  itself  remains  the  same  regardless  of
material.

Double Spiral Staircases

If you have a wide tower (5x5 or larger), you can
build two interlocking spiral staircases, one going
up  and  one  going  down (or  both  going  up  but
alternating).  This  is  more  complex  but  looks
incredible.  Search  for  tutorials  on  “double  helix
staircase Minecraft” for detailed patterns.

Common Mistakes and How
to Avoid Them

Not leaving enough headroom: When
building a spiral inside a confined shaft,
make sure there is at least two blocks of
vertical space between steps. If your steps
are placed too close together, players might
get stuck.
Forgetting to rotate consistently: A spiral
staircase needs a consistent turn direction. If
you reverse the rotation halfway up, you’ll
create a zigzag, not a spiral. Always move in
one direction (clockwise or
counterclockwise).
Using slabs incorrectly: A bottom slab
(lower half of the block) acts as a step that is
only half a block high. This means you would
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need to jump or walk up a half-step, which is
okay but can feel awkward. Using a top slab
(or a full stair block) gives a proper full-block
height step. If you use bottom slabs, your
staircase will be half as steep, requiring twice
as many steps to reach the same height.
Ignoring the surrounding structure: A
spiral staircase looks best when integrated
into a cylindrical tower or a square shaft. If
you build it in an open field, it will seem
disconnected. Plan your staircase as part of


