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Elizabeth Lowell Donovan Series

Introduction to the
Elizabeth Lowell
Donovan Series

If you are a fan of romantic suspense novels
that blend high-stakes intrigue with deep
emotional connections, the Elizabeth Lowell
Donovan series is a must-read. Elizabeth
Lowell, a New York Times bestselling author,
has crafted a world where family loyalty,
hidden treasures, and dangerous secrets collide.
The Donovan series follows the members of

the Donovan family as they unravel mysteries
involving rare gems, ancient artifacts, and
corporate espionage, all while finding love in
the most unexpected places. Each book stands
alone but shares a rich family history and
recurring themes of trust, betrayal, and
redemption. Whether you are new to Lowell’s
work or a longtime reader, this series offers an
immersive experience that keeps you turning
pages late into the night.

In this article, we will explore the Elizabeth
Lowell Donovan series in depth, discussing



the author, the individual novels, the series’
appeal, and why it remains a favorite among
romantic suspense enthusiasts. Let us dive into
the world of the Donovans and discover what
makes this series so captivating.

Who Is Elizabeth Lowell?

Elizabeth Lowell is the pseudonym of Ann
Charters Maxwell, an American author known
for her gripping romantic thrillers. She began
her career writing historical romances but soon
transitioned into contemporary romantic
suspense, where she found her greatest success.
Her novels are celebrated for their fast-paced
plots, well-researched settings, and complex
characters. The Donovan series is one of her
most beloved collections, showcasing her talent
for weaving romance into heart-pounding

adventures.

Lowell’s writing style is characterized by vivid
descriptions of exotic locations, from the
Caribbean to the Pacific Northwest, and a keen
attention to detail in gemology, archaeology,
and marine biology. This expertise adds
authenticity to the Donovan novels, making
readers feel as though they are right alongside
the characters as they decode ancient riddles or
dive for lost treasures.

Overview of the
Donovan Series

The Elizabeth Lowell Donovan series
consists of several interconnected novels, each
focusing on a different member of the
Donovan family. The Donovans are a wealthy,
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powerful clan with a history of adventure and
secrecy. The patriarch, Archer Donovan, built
the family empire through gem trading and
exploration. His descendants carry on his
legacy, often finding themselves embroiled in
dangerous quests that test their courage and
their hearts.

The series is known for its strong romantic
elements, but the suspense is equally
compelling. Each book involves a mystery — a
missing gem, a stolen artifact, or a hidden
document — that forces the protagonists to
work together, often against ruthless
adversaries. The romance develops naturally as
the characters confront danger, and the
emotional stakes are as high as the physical
ones.

The Complete List of Books in the
Donovan Series

The Donovan series includes the following
novels, listed in order of publication:

Amber Beach (1997)
Jade Island (1998)
Pearl Cove (1999)
Midnight in Ruby Bayou (2000)

Later, Lowell wrote additional books that
expand the family saga, such as Only Love
(2001) and Only His (2002), though these are
sometimes grouped under the Donovan series
umbrella. For clarity, the core four novels are
the heart of the series.



Detailed Look at Each
Novel

Amber Beach (Book 1)

The series begins with Amber Beach ,
introducing readers to the Donovan family
through the character of Honor Donovan.
Honor is a geologist who discovers that her
beloved brother, Kyle, has disappeared during
a business trip to the Baltic. His last known
location is near the amber-rich shores of
Lithuania. To find him, she must rely on Jake
Mallory, a mysterious man with a shadowy past
who may hold the key to Kyle’s disappearance.

The plot centers on a rare piece of amber
containing an ancient fossil, which various
parties are willing to kill for. As Honor and

Jake journey through the rugged Baltic coast,
they face dangerous enemies, treacherous
landscapes, and a growing attraction that
neither can deny. Amber Beach sets the tone
for the series: a perfect blend of high-tech
intrigue, natural beauty, and smoldering
romance.

Jade Island (Book 2)

Jade Island shifts the focus to Kyle Donovan,
who was rescued in the first book. Now back
home, Kyle embarks on a new mission
involving jade smuggling in the Pacific
Northwest. He meets Lianne Blakely, a woman
who is trying to reclaim her family’s stolen
jade collection. But Lianne is not what she
seems — she has ties to the underworld, and
Kyle must decide whether to trust her or walk
away.
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The novel delves into the world of jade carving
and the cultural significance of this precious
stone. The suspense escalates as Kyle and
Lianne race against time to prevent a violent
criminal syndicate from obtaining a priceless
jade artifact. Their relationship is fraught with
tension and passion, making Jade Island a
standout in the series.

Pearl Cove (Book 3)

The third installment, Pearl Cove, features
Archer Donovan’s niece, Hannah. She owns a
pearl farm off the coast of Australia, but a
devastating storm and a suspicious death
plunge her life into chaos. When she receives a
cryptic message from her deceased husband,
she turns to a former navy SEAL, John “Jack”
O’Brian, for help. Together, they must uncover
the truth about a legendary black pearl that

could ruin Hannah’s business — or save it.

Lowell’s deep knowledge of pearl cultivation is
on full display here, and the Australian setting
provides a breathtaking backdrop. The
romance between Hannah and Jack is both
tender and fiery, built on mutual respect and a
shared determination to survive. Pearl Cove is
often praised for its emotional depth and nail-
biting climax.

Midnight in Ruby Bayou (Book 4)

The series concludes (in its core form) with
Midnight in Ruby Bayou, which brings the
family back to the United States. The story
follows Faith Donovan, an artist who creates
stunning jewelry from natural gems. She is
commissioned to create a necklace for a
wealthy, reclusive heiress, but the project



becomes dangerous when she discovers that
the rubies she is using are linked to a century-
old murder.

Faith teams up with Owen Walker, a man with
a background in security and a personal
connection to the mystery. As they dig deeper,
they uncover a web of greed, deception, and
hidden identities. The Southern Gothic
atmosphere of the bayou adds a layer of eerie
beauty to the story. Midnight in Ruby Bayou
is a satisfying conclusion that ties together
many family threads while delivering a
powerful love story.

Why Readers Love the

Donovan Series

Memorable Characters and Family
Dynamics

One of the strongest draws of the Elizabeth
Lowell Donovan series  is  the richly
developed Donovan family. Each sibling or
cousin has a distinct personality, yet they all
share a fierce loyalty and a knack for finding
trouble. The interactions between family
members feel authentic, whether they are
bickering over business decisions or risking
their lives to protect one another. Readers
become invested not only in the romantic
pairings but also in the fate of the entire clan.
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Exotic Settings and Intriguing
Professions

Lowell takes readers to stunning locations —
the Baltic Sea, the coast of Australia, the lush
Oregon woods, and the misty bayous of the
South. She also gives her characters fascinating
occupations: gemologist, geologist, pearl
farmer, jeweler, and security expert. This
unique blend of profession and place makes
each novel feel fresh and educational. You
learn about amber, jade, pearls, and rubies
while being swept up in a thrilling adventure.

Perfect Balance of Romance and
Suspense

Unlike many romance novels where the
mystery feels secondary, the Donovan series

gives equal weight to both elements. The
suspense is genuinely gripping, with villains
who are cunning and dangerous. The romance
evolves naturally from the characters’ forced
proximity and shared dangers. The love scenes
are passionate but not gratuitous, and the
emotional connection between the protagonists
drives the story forward.

Reading Order and Tips
for New Readers

While each novel in the Elizabeth Lowell
Donovan series can be read as a standalone,
reading them in publication order enhances the
experience. You get to meet the characters in
sequence, understand the family history, and
see references to events from earlier books.
Here is a suggested reading order:



Amber Beach1.
Jade Island2.
Pearl Cove3.
Midnight in Ruby Bayou4.

After these four, you may want to explore
Only Love and Only His, which feature
secondary characters from the series.
However, the core Donovan saga is complete
with the above titles. If you prefer audio
books, the series is available on Audible with
excellent narration that brings the characters to
life.

Conclusion

The Elizabeth Lowell Donovan series
remains a shining example of romantic
suspense at its best. With its compelling family
saga, immersive settings, and heart-stopping
plots, it has earned a devoted following over
the years. Whether you are in the mood for a
treasure hunt, a slow-burn romance, or a fast-
paced thriller, these books deliver on every
front. Elizabeth Lowell’s ability to weave love
and danger into a seamless narrative is
unmatched, and the Donovan novels are a
testament to her talent. If you have not yet
visited the world of the Donovans, now is the
perfect time to start your journey. Pick up
Amber Beach and prepare to be hooked.


