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Where Is Lake
Garda In Italy Map

Discovering the Pearl of
Northern Italy: Lake
Garda’s Exact Location on
the Map

Italy is a country of mesmerizing landscapes, but few
places capture the imagination quite like Lake Garda.
Stretching across the northern Italian countryside,
this stunning lake is a favorite destination for
travelers seeking a blend of alpine beauty,
Mediterranean climate, and rich cultural heritage. If
you have ever typed the question “Where is Lake
Garda in Italy map?” into a search engine, you are
not alone. Understanding its precise location is the
first step to planning an unforgettable visit. Let’s dive
deep into the geography, regions, and nearby
landmarks that define this natural wonder.

An Overview of Lake Garda’s Geographic



Position

Lake Garda, or Lago di Garda in Italian, is the largest
lake in Italy. It sits in the northern part of the country,
nestled between the Po Valley and the foothills of the
Alps. The lake is approximately 370 square
kilometers (143 square miles) in size, stretching
about 51 kilometers (32 miles) from north to south.
Its width varies from around 17 kilometers (10.5
miles) at its widest point to just a few kilometers at
its narrowest.

To answer the core question: where is Lake Garda
in Italy map? It straddles three distinct Italian
regions: Lombardy to the west, Veneto to the east,
and Trentino-Alto Adige/Südtirol to the north. This
tri-regional location makes it a crossroads of cultures,
cuisines, and landscapes. On a map of Italy, you will
find it roughly mid-way between the cities of Milan
and Venice, about 25 kilometers (15.5 miles) east of
Brescia and 30 kilometers (18.6 miles) west of
Verona. The northern tip of the lake touches the town
of Riva del Garda, while its southern shore reaches
the plains near Peschiera del Garda.

Understanding Lake Garda’s Shape and
Surrounding Terrain

One of the most distinctive features of Lake Garda is
its shape. Looking at a map of Lake Garda Italy,
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you will notice that the northern part is narrow and
fjord-like, surrounded by towering mountains,
including the Monte Baldo range to the east. As you
move south, the lake widens and the terrain softens
into rolling hills and fertile plains. This unique
topography influences everything from local weather
to the types of activities available.

The lake’s northern end is entirely within the
Trentino-Alto Adige region, known for dramatic
cliffs, olive groves, and lemon houses. The eastern
shore belongs to Veneto, home to famous towns like
Malcesine and Bardolino. The western shore is part
of Lombardy, featuring resorts such as Gardone
Riviera and Salò. The southernmost shores, around
Peschiera and Desenzano, act as the gateway to the
lake for many travelers arriving from the A4
motorway.

How to Read a Map of Lake Garda: Key
Reference Points

When you look at a detailed map of Lake Garda
Italy, several reference points help you orient
yourself. The lake is often divided into three main
areas: the upper lake (Alto Garda), the middle lake
(Centro Garda), and the lower lake (Basso Garda).
The upper lake, from Riva del Garda south to
Malcesine, is the most dramatic in terms of scenery.
The middle stretch, from Torri del Benaco towards



Garda town, offers a mix of mountains and gentle
hills. The lower lake, from Bardolino and Lazise
down to Peschiera, is flatter and more populated.

Major towns that appear prominently on any Lake
Garda Italy map include:

Riva del Garda – the northernmost town,
famous for its medieval fortress and
windsurfing.
Arco – just inland from Riva, known for rock
climbing and a castle.
Limone sul Garda – a charming village on
the western shore, famous for lemons.
Malcesine – on the eastern shore, with a cable
car to Monte Baldo.
Bardolino – known for its wine and olive oil
production.
Desenzano del Garda – a busy port town on
the southern shore.
Peschiera del Garda – a historic fortified
town at the lake’s outlet.
Salò – a western town with a beautiful
promenade and a large piazza.
Gargnano – a quieter western resort with
lemon groves.

The Three Regions That Share Lake
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Garda

Knowing that Lake Garda touches three different
administrative regions is crucial for any traveler.
Each region has its own character, tourist offerings,
and even local gastronomy. Let’s explore them in
more detail.

Lombardy’s Western Shore

The Lombardy side of Lake Garda includes the towns
of Salò, Gardone Riviera, Toscolano-Maderno, and
Limone sul Garda. This area is often called the
“Riviera of the Cedars” because of the citrus trees
that thrive in the mild microclimate. The Lombardy
shore is easily accessible from Brescia and Milan. On
a map of Lake Garda Italy, you will see the
SS45bis road hugging the western coastline, offering
breathtaking views. This side is less crowded than the
eastern shore and is known for its elegant villas and
gardens.

Veneto’s Eastern Shore

The Veneto region claims the eastern side of the lake,
from Malcesine down to Peschiera. This includes
popular towns like Torri del Benaco, Garda,
Bardolino, and Lazise. Veneto is famous for its
vineyards, especially the Bardolino wine region. The
eastern shore is also where you will find the Monte



Baldo massif, which offers hiking, paragliding, and
the famous cable car. Many visitors choose this side
for its lively resorts and proximity to Verona. If you
are looking for Lake Garda Italy map with tourist
attractions, the Veneto shore is densely dotted with
points of interest.

Trentino-Alto Adige’s Northern Tip

The northernmost part of the lake belongs to the
province of Trentino, within the autonomous region
of Trentino-Alto Adige/Südtirol. This area centers
around Riva del Garda, Arco, and Nago-Torbole. The
landscape here is more alpine, with steep mountains
plunging into the lake. The region is a paradise for
outdoor sports, including sailing, windsurfing,
mountain biking, and climbing. Because of its
northern latitude, the climate is slightly cooler, and
the scenery is more dramatic. On any clear map of
Lake Garda in Italy, you can spot the lake’s narrow
northern arm ending at Riva.

Using a Map to Plan Your Journey to
Lake Garda

Now that you know where is Lake Garda in Italy
map, you can plan your route accordingly. The lake
is well connected by major highways, railways, and
even international airports. For those driving, the A4
(Turin–Trieste) motorway runs just south of the lake,
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with exits at Desenzano, Sirmione, and Peschiera.
From the north, the A22 (Modena–Brennero)
motorway has exits at Rovereto and Avio, from
which you can reach the lake via secondary roads.

Train service is also excellent. The main railway line
connecting Milan and Venice stops at Desenzano and
Peschiera. From there, buses and ferries connect to
other towns around the lake. If you are flying, the
nearest airports are:

Verona Villafranca Airport – about 30
minutes from the southern shore.
Brescia Montichiari Airport – about 30
minutes from the western shore.
Milan Bergamo Airport – about 1 hour from
the southern shore.
Milan Malpensa and Linate – about 1.5–2
hours away.

A detailed map of Lake Garda Italy will show you
the ferry routes, which are one of the best ways to
explore the lake. The ferry service connects most
towns, making it easy to hop from one village to
another without a car. Some ferries also carry
vehicles.

Topographical Features Visible on a Lake



Garda Map

Beyond the towns and roads, a good map reveals the
natural wonders of the area. The Monte Baldo range
on the eastern shore is a prominent feature. Because
of its height, it creates a rain shadow effect, resulting
in a milder climate on the western shore. The lake’s
deepest point, about 346 meters (1,135 feet), is
located in the northern basin. The only outflow is the
Mincio River, which begins at Peschiera and flows
into the Po River.

The map also highlights several protected areas, such
as the Parco Naturale Regionale dell'Alto Garda
Bresciano on the western side and the Parco del
Mincio near the southern outlet. These parks offer
hiking trails, bird watching, and pristine landscapes.

Why Lake Garda’s Location Makes It a
Perfect Travel Destination

One of the greatest advantages of Lake Garda’s
location is its accessibility to other Italian highlights.
On a map of Lake Garda in Italy, you can see it is
just a short drive from Verona (home of Romeo and
Juliet), Venice (about 1.5 hours), Milan (about 1.5
hours), and even the Dolomites (about 2 hours north).
This makes it an ideal base for a multi-center holiday.
You can spend a few days exploring the lake, then
venture out to other iconic destinations.
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The lake’s microclimate is another benefit of its
geographical position. Sheltered by the Alps to the
north, Lake Garda enjoys mild winters and warm
summers,  a l lowing for  the cul t ivat ion of
Mediterranean plants like olive trees, lemons, and
cypresses. This is unusual so far north in Italy. The
lake itself moderates the temperature, creating
pleasant conditions year-round.

Practical Tips for Using a Lake Garda
Map

When you study a Lake Garda Italy map, keep
these practical points in mind:

Scale and detail: Choose a map that includes1.
local roads, hiking trails, and ferry stops.
Online maps like Google Maps or
OpenStreetMap are excellent for real-time
navigation.
Regional differences: Notice that the road2.
network on the eastern shore is generally more
developed than on the western side, which has
fewer, narrower roads.
Ferry lines: The map should clearly mark the3.
main ferry terminals. Major ports include
Riva, Limone, Malcesine, Garda, Bardolino,
Lazise, Peschiera, Desenzano, Salò, and
Toscolano-Maderno.
Parking: Many historic town centers restrict4.



vehicle access, so look for parking zones
(often blue lines) outside the center. Ferry
maps help you avoid driving entirely.
Altitude markers: The northern part of the5.
lake is at a higher elevation than the south, but
the difference is minimal (about 65 meters
above sea level at the northern end vs. 64
meters at the south). The lake is essentially
level, but the surrounding mountains rise
sharply.

Interactive vs. Printed Maps for Lake
Garda

In the digital age, you have many options for
visualizing where is Lake Garda in Italy map.
Interactive maps allow you to zoom in on specific
towns, look at street views, and even check real-time
traffic. However, a printed map can be invaluable for
areas with weak mobile signal, such as the northern
mountain trails. Many tourist information offices in
towns like Riva, Malcesine, and Desenzano provide
free paper maps with highlights of attractions.

For a comprehensive overview, consider a map that
includes both the lake and its surroundings, maybe at
a scale of 1:100,000. That will show you the
connections to Verona, Brescia, Trento, and the
highways.


