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Ac Delco Battery
Application Guide

Introduction

When  your  vehicle
refuses  to  start  on  a
co ld  morning,  the
c u l p r i t  i s  o f t e n  a
b a t t e r y  t h a t  h a s
reached the end of its
service  life.  Choosing
the  right  replacement
battery is not simply a
matter  of  picking  one
that fits into the tray; it
is  about  matching
power,  size,  terminal
configuration,  and
chemistry  to  your
specific  vehicle.  For
decades, AC Delco has
been a trusted name in

the automotive battery
industry,  supplying
original  equipment  to
many  of  the  world's
l e a d i n g  c a r
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .
Understanding  how to
navigate the AC Delco
battery  application
guide  is  essential  for
both  profess ional
mechanics  and  DIY
enthusiasts  who  want
to  ensure  rel iable
starting  power,  long
b a t t e r y  l i f e ,  a n d
optimal  electr ical
system  performance.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you
through everything you



need  to  know  about
using  the  AC  Delco
battery  application
g u i d e  t o  f i n d  t h e
perfect battery for your
car, truck, or SUV.

The  AC  Delco  battery
appl icat ion  guide
serves as a critical tool
that translates complex
battery  specifications
into  a  simple,  vehicle-
s p e c i f i c
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .
Instead  of  guessing
which  battery  group
size  or  cold  cranking
amp  rating  you  need,
the  application  guide
does  the  heavy  lifting
for  you.  However ,
understanding  what
l i e s  beh ind  those
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
empowers you to make
an  informed  decision,
especially  if  you  have
modified  your  vehicle
or  drive  in  extreme

conditions.  Whether
you  are  replacing  a
worn-out  battery  or
u p g r a d i n g  f o r
additional  electrical
accessories, this article
w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e
knowledge you need to
select  the  right  AC
Delco  battery  with
confidence.

What Is the
AC Delco
Battery
Application
Guide?

The  AC  Delco  battery
application  guide  is  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
database that matches
spec i f i c  AC  Delco
bat tery  models  to
virtually  every  vehicle
make ,  mode l ,  and
engine  configuration.
This guide is available
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in  several  formats,
including  a  printed
c a t a l o g ,  a
downloadable PDF, and
an  interactive  online
tool  on  the  AC  Delco
website.  The  primary
purpose of the guide is
t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e
g u e s s w o r k  f r o m
battery  selection  by
providing  a  direct
recommendation based
on  the  vehicle's  year,
make ,  mode l ,  and
sometimes engine size.

Each  en t ry  i n  the
appl icat ion  guide
i n c l u d e s  t h e
recommended  AC
Delco  battery  part
number,  the  Battery
Council  International
(BCI)  group  size,  the
Cold  Cranking  Amps
(CCA)  rating,  and  the
Reserve Capacity (RC).
The  guide  also  notes
important  physical

characteristics such as
terminal  location,
overall dimensions, and
whether the battery is
a conventional  flooded
design or an absorbed
glass mat (AGM) type.
By  consu l t ing  the
application  guide,  you
can  be  confident  that
t h e  b a t t e r y  y o u
p u r c h a s e  w i l l  f i t
securely ,  connect
p r o p e r l y  t o  y o u r
vehicle's  cables,  and
deliver  the  necessary
power  to  start  your
engine  reliably.

One of the strengths of
the  AC  Delco  battery
application guide is its
c o v e r a g e  o f  b o t h
current  and  o lder
v e h i c l e  m o d e l s .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
working  on  a  classic
car from the 1970s or
the latest 2025 model,
the  guide  typically



includes  the  correct
b a t t e r y
recommendation.  This
extensive  coverage
makes  the  AC  Delco
guide  an  invaluable
r e s o u r c e  f o r
independent  repair
shops,  fleet  managers,
and  car  enthusiasts
who work on a variety
of vehicles.

Understandin
g AC Delco
Battery Types
and Series

Before  diving  into  the
application guide, it  is
helpful  to  understand
the  different  battery
series  that  AC  Delco
offers.  Each  series  is
des igned  to  mee t
different  performance
levels,  budgets,  and
vehicle  requirements.

The  application  guide
will  direct  you  to  the
appropriate  series
based on your vehicle's
needs, but knowing the
differences  can  help
you decide if you want
t o  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e
recommended series or
upgrade  for  additional
performance.

AC Delco
Professional
Series

The Professional series
is AC Delco's premium
offering,  designed  for
vehicles  that  demand
the  highest  level  of
starting  power  and
re l iab i l i ty .  These
batteries  typically
feature  higher  CCA
ratings  and  longer
reserve  capacities
compared  to  standard
b a t t e r i e s .  T h e
Professional  series  is
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an excellent choice for
full-size  trucks,  SUVs,
and  luxury  vehicles
t h a t  h a v e  h i g h e r
electrical  demands.
Many batteries  in  this
series  uti l ize  AGM
technology,  which
provides  superior
vibration  resistance,
longer  life,  and  the
ability  to  handle  deep
discharges better than
conventional  flooded
b a t t e r i e s .  I f  t h e
appl icat ion  guide
recommends  a  battery
from  the  Professional
series,  it  is  because
your  vehicle  requires
t h a t  l e v e l  o f
performance.

AC Delco Gold
Series

T h e  G o l d  s e r i e s
represents  a  strong
mid-range  option  that
balances  performance

with  va lue .  These
batteries  are  suitable
for  a  wide  range  of
p a s s e n g e r  c a r s ,
crossovers,  and  light
trucks.  Gold  series
batteries typically offer
reliable starting power
and  good  reserve
capacity  for  standard
electrical  loads.  They
are  available  in  both
f l o o d e d  a n d  A G M
designs,  depending  on
the specific application.
For  most  drivers,  the
Gold  series  provides
more  than  enough
power  and  durability,
often at  a lower price
p o i n t  t h a n  t h e
Professional  series.

AC Delco Silver
Series

The  Silver  series  is
designed  for  budget-
conscious  consumers
who still want a quality



AC  Delco  bat tery .
These batteries meet or
exceed  the  original
e q u i p m e n t
specifications for  most
standard  vehicles.
While  they  may  have
slightly lower CCA and
RC  ratings  compared
t o  t h e  G o l d  o r
Professional  series,
they  are  perfect ly
adequate  for  dai ly
driving  in  moderate
climates.  The  Silver
series  is  a  popular
c h o i c e  f o r  o l d e r
vehicles or second cars
that  are  not  driven
heavily.

AC Delco Battery
Application Guide
for AGM vs.
Flooded Batteries

The  application  guide
c lear l y  i nd i ca tes
whether  your  vehicle
requires an AGM or a

conventional  flooded
b a t t e r y .  T h i s
distinction  is  crucial
because the two types
a r e  n o t
interchangeable  in  all
v e h i c l e s .  A G M
batteries  are  sealed,
maintenance-free,  and
designed to handle the
h igher  e lec t r i ca l
demands  of  modern
vehicles equipped with
start-stop  systems,
advanced infotainment,
a n d  n u m e r o u s
electronic  modules.  If
y o u r  v e h i c l e  w a s
originally  equipped
with an AGM battery, it
is highly recommended
to  rep lace  i t  w i th
another  AGM  battery.
T h e  A C  D e l c o
application guide takes
this  into  account  and
will  only  recommend
an appropriate battery
type  for  your  specific
application.
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How to Use
the AC Delco
Battery
Application
Guide

Using  the  AC  Delco
battery  application
g u i d e  i s  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
process,  whether  you
are  using  the  online
t o o l  o r  a  p r i n t e d
catalog.  Below  is  a
step-by-step  guide  to
finding  the  correct
b a t t e r y  f o r  y o u r
vehicle.

Step 1: Gather
Your Vehicle
Information

Before  you  open  the
application  guide,  you
will need to know your
vehicle's  year,  make,

and  model.  For  many
vehicles,  especially
newer  ones,  you  may
also  need  the  engine
size or the specific trim
level.  This  information
is  typically  found  on
t h e  v e h i c l e
reg i s t ra t i on ,  the
owner's manual, or on
a  sticker  inside  the
driver's side door jamb.
Having this information
ready will  ensure that
y o u  g e t  t h e  m o s t
a c c u r a t e
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
possible.

Step 2: Access the
AC Delco Battery
Application Guide

The  easiest  way  to
access  the  guide  is
through the official AC
Delco website. Look for
the  "Battery  Lookup"
or  "Application  Guide"
tool.  Alternatively,  you



can  download  a  PDF
version  of  the  catalog
from  the  website  or
visit  an authorized AC
Delco  dealer  who  will
have the printed guide
available.  The  online
tool is usually the most
up-to-date and includes
the  la test  veh ic le
models.

Step 3: Enter
Your Vehicle
Details

In the online tool, enter
the  year,  make,  and
model of  your vehicle.
Some  tools  may  also
ask for the engine size
or the vehicle's specific
options. After entering
the  information,  the
tool will generate a list
of  recommended  AC
Delco batteries that are
compatible  with  your
vehicle.

Step 4: Review
the
Recommended
Batteries

The  application  guide
wil l  display  one  or
more  battery  options
for  your  vehicle.  For
each  option,  you  will
see the AC Delco part
number, the BCI group
size,  the  CCA  rating,
the RC rating, and the
battery type (flooded or
AGM).  I f  mul t ip le
options are listed, they
may represent different
series  (Silver,  Gold,
P r o f e s s i o n a l )  o r
different battery types.
Pay  attention  to  the
specifications to ensure
that the battery meets
your needs. If you live
in  a  co ld  c l imate ,
prioritize  a  battery
with  a  h igher  CCA
r a t i n g .  I f  y o u
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f r e q u e n t l y  u s e
electrical  accessories
when the engine is off,
l o o k  f o r  a  h i g h e r
reserve  capacity.

Step 5: Verify
Physical Fitment

While  the  application
g u i d e  i s  h i g h l y
accurate, it is always a
good practice to verify
t h e  p h y s i c a l
d imensions  o f  the
recommended  battery
against  your  vehicle's
battery tray. The guide
will list the dimensions
o f  e a c h  b a t t e r y ,
including length, width,
and  height.  Measure
your current battery or
the  tray  to  ensure  a
proper fit.  Also,  check
the  terminal  location:
some  vehicles  require
top  terminals,  while
o t h e r s  u s e  s i d e
t e r m i n a l s  o r  a

combination  of  both.
The  application  guide
w i l l  s p e c i f y  t h e
terminal  configuration
for each recommended
battery.

Key Factors
in Battery
Selection:
Beyond the
Application
Guide

While  the  AC  Delco
battery  application
guide  provides  an
excel lent  start ing
p o i n t ,  t h e r e  a r e
additional  factors  to
c o n s i d e r  w h e n
choosing  a  battery.
Understanding  these
factors  will  help  you
decide  whether  to
fol low  the  guide's
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n



exactly  or  to  adjust
based on your specific
circumstances.

Cold Cranking
Amps (CCA)

C C A  m e a s u r e s  a
battery's ability to start
an  eng ine  i n  co ld
temperatures.  The
higher the CCA rating,
the  more  s tar t ing
power  the  battery
prov ides  in  f r ig id
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e
application  guide  will
recommend  a  battery
with sufficient CCA for
your  vehicle's  engine.
However, if you live in
an area with extremely
cold  winters,  you may
w a n t  t o  c h o o s e  a
battery  with  a  higher
CCA  rating  than  the
m i n i m u m
recommended.  The
guide  often  l ists  a
range  of  acceptable

CCA values for a given
vehicle, allowing you to
select a more powerful
option if needed.

Reserve Capacity
(RC)

Reserve  capac i t y
measures  how  long  a
b a t t e r y  c a n  r u n
essential  electrical
s y s t e m s  i f  t h e
alternator  fai ls .  A
higher  RC  rating  is
beneficial  if  you  often
use  your  vehicle 's
electronics  while  the
engine is off or if  you
drive  in  conditions
where  the  alternator
may  be  under  stress.
The  application  guide
provides the RC rating
for each recommended
battery,  and  you  can
use this information to
choose a battery with a
h igher  RC  i f  your
driving  habits  demand
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it.

BCI Group Size

The  BCI  group  size
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
battery  fits  physically
into  your  vehicle's
ba t te ry  t ray .  The
application  guide  will
always recommend the
correct  group  size  for
your  vehic le .  I t  i s
crucial to adhere to the
recommended  group
size,  as a battery that
is too large may not fit
i n  the  t r ay ,  and  a
battery  that  is  too
s m a l l  m a y  n o t  b e
properly  secured.
Us ing  the  correct
group size also ensures
that  the  terminals  are
in the right location for
your  vehicle's  battery
cables.

Driving
Conditions and
Climate

Your local climate and
t y p i c a l  d r i v i n g
cond i t i ons  p lay  a
signif icant  role  in
battery  performance
and  lifespan.  In  hot
climates,  batteries  are
subject to higher rates
o f  wa te r  l o s s  and
internal  corrosion.  In
cold climates, batteries
lose  cranking  power
and are more likely to
fa i l .  The  AC  Delco
battery  application
guide  recommends
batter ies  that  are
suitable  for  general
use, but you may want
to  consider  an  AGM
battery if  you drive in
extreme  temperatures,
as  AGM  ba t te r i es
handle  both  heat  and
c o l d  b e t t e r  t h a n
conventional  flooded



batteries.

Electrical
Accessories and
Modifications

I f  you  have  added
aftermarket  electrical
accessories  to  your
vehicle, such as a high-
powered stereo system,
auxiliary  lighting,  a
w i n c h ,  o r  a
refrigeration  unit,  you
may  need  a  battery
with  higher  capacity
than  the  standard
recommendation.  The
appl icat ion  guide
assumes the vehicle is
i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l
configuration.  For
vehicles with additional
e l e c t r i c a l  l o a d s ,
consider stepping up to
a  higher  series  within
the AC Delco lineup or
choosing a battery with
a higher CCA and RC
r a t i n g  t h a n  t h e

minimum listed in  the
guide.

Common
Vehicle
Applications
and AC Delco
Battery
Recommendat
ions

To  illustrate  how  the
AC  De l co  ba t t e ry
appl icat ion  guide
works  in  practice,  let
u s  l o o k  a t  s o m e
c o m m o n  v e h i c l e
categories  and  the
t y p i c a l  b a t t e r y
recommendations  you
can  expect.

Passenger Cars
and Compact
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Vehicles

For  small  to  mid-size
passenger  cars,  the
appl icat ion  guide
typically recommends a
battery  with  a  BCI
group size of 24, 34, or
35,  with  CCA  ratings
ranging  from  500  to
700. The Silver or Gold
s e r i e s  i s  o f t e n
sufficient  for  these
vehicles.  For  example,
a  2020  Honda  Accord
w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e
recommended a Group

35 battery with a CCA
around  550  from  the
Gold  ser ies .  For  a
compact  car  l ike  a
Toyota  Corolla,  the
g u i d e  m i g h t
recommend a Group 25
battery  with  a  lower
CCA rating.

Full-Size Trucks
and SUVs

Full-size  trucks  and
SUVs, such as the Ford
F -150 ,  Chevro le t
Silverado,


