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Mastering the Gin Blossoms’ Hey Jealousy Tab: A
Guitarist’s Guide

Since its release in 1992, “Hey Jealousy” by the Gin Blossoms has remained a staple
of alternative rock and a beloved sing-along anthem. The song’s warm, jangly guitars,
heartfelt lyrics, and infectious melody make it a perfect choice for both beginner and
intermediate guitarists. Learning the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab not only
unlocks one of the 90s’ most iconic riffs but also teaches valuable techniques like
open chord voicings, hybrid picking, and dynamic strumming. Whether you’'re looking
to play an acoustic campfire version or a full-band cover, this guide will walk you
through every essential element of the tab.

Why “Hey Jealousy” Is a Must-Learn Song

The Gin Blossoms crafted “Hey Jealousy” with a bright, upbeat sound that contrasts
with its bittersweet lyrics. The guitar work, primarily written by lead guitarist Jesse
Valenzuela and supported by rhythm guitarist Scotty Johnson, blends shimmering
arpeggios with driving chord progressions. For guitarists, the Gin Blossoms Hey
Jealousy tab offers a fantastic balance of simplicity and nuance. You'll practice chord
transitions, fingerpicking patterns, and the art of playing two complementary guitar
parts together. Plus, it's a crowd-pleaser—almost everyone knows the chorus.

Understanding the Song Structure

Before diving into the tab itself, let’s break down the song’s structure. “Hey Jealousy”
follows a classic verse-chorus-bridge format with an instrumental intro and an outro
that fades out on a repeating riff. The original recording is in the key of A major,
though many live versions and tutorials use an alternative tuning or capo placement
for easier voicings. The standard tuning you'll find in most Gin Blossoms Hey
Jealousy tab resources is EADGBE, with a capo on the second fret. This allows the
guitarist to play open-chord shapes that ring out beautifully, mimicking the studio
recording’s bright tone.

e Intro: Clean guitar arpeggios, establishing the main riff
e Verse: Strummed chords with melodic fills

e Chorus: Full strumming, higher energy, backing vocals
e Bridge: Builds tension with a shift in chord progression
e Outro: Repeat of the chorus riff with fade-out

Essential Chords in the Hey Jealousy Tab

One of the reasons the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab is so accessible is its
reliance on-open=chords.<f yooptace a=capo-on the-secomd-fret, the=ctrord shapes
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become G, C, D, and Em—the bread and butter of countless pop and rock songs. Here
are the primary chords you’ll need to know:

* G major (320003) - the tonal center of the piece
e C major (x32010) - provides a bright lift

e D major (xx0232) - returns to the root feeling

e E minor (022000) - adds melancholy to the bridge

e A minor (x02210) - used in some variations of the verse fills

If you prefer to play without a capo, the actual chords are A, D, E, and F#m. However,
the capo version is far more common because the open strings in G, C, and D voicings
create the ringing, chiming sound that defines the Gin Blossoms’ style. When learning
from any Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab, always check whether the tab assumes a
capo.

The Iconic Intro Riff

The song’s intro is instantly recognizable: a fingerpicked pattern that dances around
the G and C chords. In tablature format, the opening bars often look like this (using
capo 2):

G chord shape: 3-2-0-0-0-3 (G, B, G, D, G, G)

Picking pattern: Walk down from the low G string to the high E, then alternate
between the B and high E strings. Most tab versions indicate a hybrid picking style:
use a pick for the lower notes and your middle/ring finger for the high strings. This
gives a crisp, percussive attack.

Practicing slow, clean arpeggios is key. The beauty of the Gin Blossoms Hey
Jealousy tab is that even the simplest picking patterns sound professional when you
focus on dynamics. Let the bass notes ring, and keep the upper melody notes light.

Strumming Patterns for the Verses and Chorus

Once you have the intro down, the verse and chorus require a shift to strumming.
However, the guitar parts are layered. In the original recording, one guitar plays
arpeggiated fills while the other strums chords. For a solo acoustic arrangement, you
can combine both.

Verse Strumming

During the verses, the rhythm guitar uses a steady down-up 8th note pattern, but
with accent on beats 2 and 4. You can mimic this by omitting a few upstrokes to
match the syncopation. A typical Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab for the verse
might suggest:

e Pattern: down, down-up, up, down-up (repeat)
e Chord changes occur on the “and” of beat 4, creating a push feel

Try playing along with the original track - you'll notice the rhythm guitar rarely hits
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every=16th=note=Leave space: Fhe=verse is where=the vocals=shine, so the guitar
should support, not overpower.

Chorus Strumming

The chorus ramps up the energy. Strum full chords with a driving down-down-up-
down-up pattern. Many Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab resources recommend
using a heavier pick orientation or palm muting on the downstroke to add punch. The
main chords here are G and C, with a quick D before resolving back to G. You can also
add a D/F# (200232) for a bass walkdown effect, though this is optional.

Lead Guitar Licks and Fills

No discussion of the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab is complete without
addressing the lead guitar. The song features several short fills between vocal lines,
often played on the B and high E strings using the G major pentatonic scale (G-A-B-D-
E). A common fill during the verse after the line “I'll tell you what | mean” is a quick
bend on the 12th fret of the B string, followed by a slide to the 14th fret. This is
notated in most tab editions as:

If you're new to bending, practice hitting the exact pitch first. The fill is more about
feel than speed. The Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab usually includes these fills in
the lead guitar line, but you can adapt them to your arrangement.

Bridge Section

The bridge (the part that goes “Why can’t you find a better way?”) moves to Em and
C chords. Here, the strumming becomes more aggressive, with accents on the
downbeats. Some Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab versions also incorporate a
hammer-on from the open G string to the 2nd fret during the Em chord, adding a
subtle melodic lift.

Tips for Learning from Hey Jealousy Tab

Whether you are reading standard tablature or a chord chart with lyrics, here are a
few strategies to get the most out of your practice:

1. Listen first. Before touching your guitar, listen to the song a few times.
Internalize the rhythm and the contrast between verses and chorus.

2. Use a metronome. The song sits at about 120 BPM. Start at 80 BPM with just
the chord changes, then gradually increase.

3. Break down sections. Work on the intro riff separately from the strumming
patterns. The Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab is easier to digest in small
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4. Record yourself. Compare your tone and timing to the original. Listen for the
ringing open strings and the clarity of your picking.

5. Learn both guitar parts. If you play with others, knowing the lead and rhythm
parts will make you more versatile.

Common Variations in Hey Jealousy Tab

Because “Hey Jealousy” is so widely covered, you'll find different interpretations of
the tab. Some versions drop the capo entirely and use barre chords. Others tune
down half a step to match the vocal range. The Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab
found on amateur guitar sites often simplifies the riff to basic downstrums, which is
fine for an open mic setting but loses the song’s character. For a more authentic
sound, stick with the capo-2 open chord approach and incorporate the arpeggiated
intro.

Acoustic vs. Electric Performance

On an acoustic guitar, the guitar tab works beautifully because the open chords
resonate naturally. For electric players, use the neck pickup with a clean tone and a
touch of reverb. The Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab remains identical, but the
technique changes slightly: on electric, you can be lighter with your picking, and you
may want to add a subtle chorus effect to replicate the 12-string sound the Gin
Blossoms sometimes used.

Expanding Your Repertoire with Similar Songs

Once you master the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab, consider diving into other
songs from the same era that use similar chord progressions and picking styles.
“Found Out About You” (also by Gin Blossoms) is a natural next step, as it employs
many of the same open chord shapes. Other great choices include “The Freshmen” by
The Verve Pipe and “You Get What You Give” by New Radicals. All of these songs rely
on the interplay between arpeggiated guitar and open chord strums, reinforcing the
skills you learned from this tab.

Final Thoughts on Playing Hey Jealousy

Learning the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab is more than just memorizing fret
numbers - it's about capturing the mood of a timeless song. Pay attention to
dynamics: let the verses breathe, drive the chorus, and hold back just enough during
the bridge to make the final chorus hit harder. With consistent practice, you'll not only
nail the tab but also develop a better sense of musical arrangement and phrasing.

Whether you're playing for an audience or just for yourself, this song is one of those
rare gems that feels rewarding at every level. Keep your capo handy, open up those
chord shapes, and enjoy the journey through one of the 1990s’ finest gquitar-driven
pop-rock classics.
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Mastering the Gin Blossoms Hey Jealousy tab is a rite of passage for guitar players
who love 90s alternative rock. The song’s accessible chord structure, memorable riff,
and
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