
1999 Toyota Camry Service Manual

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Gallegos & Ariana • Read more, learn more. • Page 1

1999 Toyota Camry Service
Manual

Why the 1999 Toyota Camry Service Manual
Remains an Essential Resource

For  owners  of  the  fifth-generation  Toyota  Camry,  few  tools  are  as  valuable  as  a
comprehensive 1999 Toyota Camry service manual. This vehicle, produced during a
golden era of Toyota reliability, has earned a reputation for durability that keeps many
examples  still  on  the  road  today.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  mechanic  or  a
dedicated DIY enthusiast, having access to the original factory documentation can
make  the  difference  between  a  straightforward  repair  and  a  frustrating  guessing
game. The 1999 model  year represents a sweet spot  in  automotive engineering:



complex enough to offer modern amenities, yet simple enough that many owners can
perform their own maintenance with the right guidance.

Understanding the 1999 Toyota Camry: A
Brief Overview

Before  diving  into  the  specifics  of  the  service  manual,  it  helps  to  understand  the
vehicle  itself.  The  1999  Toyota  Camry  was  offered  with  two  primary  engine  options:
the 2.2-liter 5S-FE four-cylinder and the 3.0-liter 1MZ-FE V6. Both engines are known
for their longevity when properly maintained. The car also came with either a four-
speed automatic transmission or a five-speed manual transmission, depending on the
trim  level.  These  mechanical  configurations  are  documented  in  meticulous  detail
within  the  official  1999  Toyota  Camry  service  manual,  making  it  an  indispensable
companion for anyone who wants to keep their Camry running smoothly for decades
to come.
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What You Will Find Inside a Complete Service
Manual

Engine Mechanical Systems and Diagnostics

A primary section of any 1999 Toyota Camry service manual covers the engine in
exhaustive  detail.  This  includes  torque  specifications  for  every  bolt,  clearance
measurements for valve adjustments,  and step-by-step procedures for timing belt
replacement. The 5S-FE engine, for example, requires precise timing belt tension that
can only  be achieved by following factory procedures.  The manual  also provides
diagnostic  flowcharts  for  common  issues  such  as  rough  idling,  overheating,  or  oil
consumption.  These  diagnostic  trees  are  designed  to  help  you  isolate  problems
without replacing unnecessary parts, saving both time and money.

Transmission and Drivetrain Specifications

Both automatic  and manual  transmissions are covered extensively  in  the service



manual. For the A140E and A541E automatic transmissions, the manual includes shift
speed  charts,  hydraulic  circuit  descriptions,  and  overhaul  procedures.  Manual
transmission  owners  will  find  clutch  replacement  procedures,  shift  linkage
adjustments, and differential service intervals. The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual
also details  the front and rear axle assemblies,  including CV joint  inspection and
replacement procedures that are critical for addressing the infamous clicking sound
that indicates worn joints.

Braking System and Suspension

The  braking  system  section  of  the  manual  provides  rotor  thickness  specifications,
caliper rebuild procedures, and ABS diagnostic codes for models equipped with anti-
lock brakes. Suspension components are equally well-documented, with alignment
specifications,  strut  replacement  procedures,  and  bushing  inspection  guidelines.  For
owners who notice a wandering steering feel or uneven tire wear, the 1999 Toyota
Camry  service  manual  offers  precise  alignment  angles  that  aftermarket  databases
sometimes get wrong. Using factory specifications ensures that your Camry handles as
Toyota intended.
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Electrical System and Wiring Diagrams

Perhaps the most intimidating aspect of car repair for DIYers is the electrical system.
The factory service manual addresses this with full-color wiring diagrams that trace
every circuit in the vehicle. From the power window regulators to the engine control
module, each wire is color-coded and labeled. The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual
also includes connector pinout diagrams, ground point locations, and splice locations.
This level of detail is invaluable when troubleshooting intermittent electrical issues
that can plague older vehicles.

The Difference Between Factory and
Aftermarket Manuals

Many car owners wonder whether they need the official Toyota publication or whether
a  generic  Chilton  or  Haynes  manual  will  suffice.  While  aftermarket  manuals  provide
helpful overviews, they cannot match the depth of the genuine 1999 Toyota Camry
service manual. Factory manuals are written by the engineers who designed the car,



and they include manufacturing tolerances,  assembly sequences,  and special  tool
requirements that aftermarket publishers often omit. For critical procedures such as
engine timing or transmission overhaul, using anything less than the factory manual
introduces unnecessary risk. That said, aftermarket manuals can serve as a useful
supplement  for  general  maintenance  tasks  like  oil  changes  or  brake  pad
replacements,  where  the  factory  detail  may  be  more  than  needed.

Where to Find a Genuine 1999 Toyota Camry
Service Manual

Original Printed Manuals

Finding a physical copy of the 1999 Toyota Camry service manual requires some
hunting. Toyota printed these manuals in multiple volumes, typically covering the
electrical system, body and chassis, engine mechanical, and transmission as separate
books. Complete sets occasionally appear on online marketplaces such as eBay or
enthusiast forums. When purchasing a used manual, check that all pages are present
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and that the binding is intact. Original manuals were printed on durable paper, but age
and handling can take a toll. Prices for complete sets range from fifty to two hundred
dollars, depending on condition and completeness.

Digital and PDF Versions

For most modern owners, a digital copy of the 1999 Toyota Camry service manual is
the  most  practical  option.  Toyota  officially  offers  subscription-based  access  to  their
Technical Information System (TIS), which provides factory service information for a
daily or yearly fee. Alternatively, many enthusiasts have scanned and shared physical
manuals  as  PDF  files.  While  the  legality  of  these  copies  varies,  they  remain  widely
available  on  automotive  forums  and  file-sharing  platforms.  Digital  versions  have  the
advantage  of  being  searchable,  allowing  you  to  instantly  find  keywords  like  "torque
specification" or "valve clearance" without flipping through hundreds of pages.

Subscription Services and Online Databases

Several online platforms now offer access to factory service information for a modest
subscription.  Toyota's  own  TIS  website  remains  the  definitive  source,  providing  the



exact same information that dealership technicians use. Subscriptions cost around
fifteen  dollars  for  a  day  pass  or  several  hundred  dollars  for  annual  access.  For
someone planning a major repair project, a day pass is a cost-effective way to access
the complete 1999 Toyota Camry service manual without paying for ongoing access
you may not need. Some third-party services also aggregate factory manuals, but
verify  that  they  are  offering  genuine  Toyota  documentation  rather  than  aftermarket
reproductions.

How to Use the Manual Effectively

Start with Diagnostics, Not Disassembly

A common mistake  among DIY  mechanics  is  to  start  taking  things  apart  before
consulting the service manual. The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual is designed to
guide  you  through  a  logical  diagnostic  process  first.  When  your  Camry  develops  a
check engine light, for example, the manual provides the procedure for retrieving
trouble codes without a scan tool, using only a paperclip and the diagnostic connector.
Following  the  diagnostic  flowchart  prevents  unnecessary  disassembly  and  helps  you



1999 Toyota Camry Service Manual

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Gallegos & Ariana • Read more, learn more. • Page 9

pinpoint the root cause rather than treating symptoms.

Understand the Section Layout

Factory manuals are organized by system, with each section starting with a general
description  followed  by  troubleshooting,  removal,  overhaul,  and  installation
procedures. Familiarize yourself with this structure before beginning any repair. The
1999 Toyota Camry service manual  also includes a preface section that  explains
safety precautions, special tools, and abbreviations used throughout the document.
Skimming this front matter can save you from confusion later when you encounter a
term like SST (Special Service Tool) or when the manual refers to a procedure in
another section.

Follow the Torque Sequences

One area where the factory manual is irreplaceable is in its torque specifications and
tightening  sequences.  Cylinder  head  bolts,  for  instance,  must  be  tightened  in  a
specific order and in multiple stages to ensure proper clamping force without warping
the head. The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual provides both the torque values and



the sequence diagram. Ignoring these specifications is a leading cause of head gasket
failure and warped brake rotors. Always have a quality torque wrench on hand when
using the manual for assembly procedures.

Common Repairs Covered in the Manual

Timing Belt Replacement

For  the  5S-FE  and  1MZ-FE  engines,  timing  belt  replacement  is  a  scheduled
maintenance item that typically arises every 90,000 miles. The 1999 Toyota Camry
service manual details the complete procedure, including how to set the engine to top
dead center, remove the accessory belts, and properly tension the new belt. It also
includes the critical step of checking valve timing after installation. For the V6 engine,
this job is particularly challenging because of the limited space between the engine
and the firewall.  The manual  shows the tricks  that  factory  technicians  use to  access
the lower timing belt cover bolts.
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Brake System Service

Brake pad and rotor replacement is one of the most common DIY jobs on the 1999
Camry. The service manual provides the correct procedures for retracting the caliper
pistons,  lubricating the slide pins,  and bedding in new pads.  It  also includes the
specifications  for  rotor  thickness  variation  and  runout,  which  are  essential  for
preventing brake pulsation. For Camrys equipped with ABS, the manual explains how
to properly bleed the brake system to avoid introducing air into the modulator unit.

Cooling System Maintenance

Overheating is a common issue on aging Camrys, often caused by a failed thermostat,
water pump, or radiator fan. The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual includes cooling
system  capacity  specifications,  thermostat  testing  procedures,  and  radiator  removal
instructions. It also provides the bleeding procedure for the cooling system, which is
essential for preventing air pockets that can cause localized overheating. For owners
living  in  colder  climates,  the  manual  includes  antifreeze  concentration
recommendations  for  various  temperature  ranges.



Preserving Your Camry for Another Twenty
Years

With proper maintenance guided by the 1999 Toyota Camry service manual, these
vehicles can easily surpass 300,000 miles. Many owners report that their 1999 Camry
remains reliable even after two decades of service, thanks in large part to Toyota's
conservative  engineering  and  the  availability  of  factory  service  information.  The
manual empowers owners to address problems as they arise, rather than deferring
maintenance  until  it  becomes  overwhelming.  Regular  reference  to  the  service
schedule  printed  in  the  manual  helps  ensure  that  fluids,  belts,  hoses,  and  filters  are
replaced at the correct intervals.

The 1999 Toyota Camry service manual also includes information that extends beyond
basic maintenance. It covers body repair procedures, interior trim removal, and even
air conditioning system service. For those who want to restore a Camry to showroom
condition,  the  manual  provides  paint  codes,  interior  material  specifications,  and
assembly diagrams that show how every component fits together. This level of detail
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is what separates a well-maintained driver from a true collector-quality vehicle.

Conclusion

Owning a 1999 Toyota Camry service manual is an investment in the longevity of your
vehicle. Whether you choose a physical printed copy, a digital PDF, or a subscription to
Toyota's  online  system,  having  access  to  factory-accurate  information  transforms
repair and maintenance from guesswork into a structured, achievable process. The
1999 Camry has earned its reputation as one of the most reliable cars ever built, and
that reliability depends on proper service. By using the manual as your guide, you can
keep your Camry running safely and efficiently for many more years, saving money on
repairs while gaining the satisfaction of knowing you have done the job right. In an age
of  increasingly  disposable  vehicles,  the  combination  of  a  durable  Camry  and  a
thorough service manual represents a commitment to quality that pays dividends for a
lifetime.


