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Tennessee Learners Permit Study Guide

Your Road to Freedom: The
Tennessee Learners Permit Study
Guide

Getting your driver's license is a major milestone—a key
that  unlocks  independence,  job  opportunities,  and  the
simple freedom of the open road. For Tennessee teens and
new  adult  drivers,  the  first  step  on  this  journey  is
obtaining  a  learner’s  permit.  But  before  you  can  get
behind the wheel with a licensed adult, you must pass the
written  knowledge  test  at  your  local  Driver  Services
Center.  That test can feel  daunting, but with the right
preparation, it is entirely manageable. This comprehensive
Tennessee learners permit study guide will walk you
through everything you need to know: from the rules of
the  road  to  the  specific  laws  of  the  Volunteer  State.
Whether you are studying for the first time or brushing up
before your retake, this guide is designed to help you pass
with confidence.

Studying for your permit isn't just about memorizing signs
and signals. It is about becoming a safe, responsible driver
who understands Tennessee traffic laws, defensive driving
techniques,  and  the  responsibilities  that  come  with
operating a vehicle. This guide will not only help you ace
the test but also lay a strong foundation for a lifetime of
safe driving.

Understanding the Tennessee Graduated
Driver License (GDL) Program

Tennessee follows a graduated driver  licensing system,
which means you earn driving privileges in stages. The
first  stage  is  the  Learner  Permit.  Knowing  the
requirements for each stage is critical to planning your
path to a full license.

Learner Permit (Class LD): Available to individuals
at least 15 years old who have passed the written
knowledge test and vision screening. You must hold
this permit for at least 180 days (six months). While
driving, you must be accompanied by a licensed
adult who is at least 21 years old and occupies the
front passenger seat. Cell phone use is prohibited,
and all occupants must wear seat belts.
Intermediate Restricted License (Class ILD):
Available after holding the learner permit for 180
days, being at least 16 years old, completing a state-
approved driver education course (or 50 hours of
supervised driving practice, including 10 hours at
night), and passing the road skills test. This license
has driving restrictions: no driving between 10 p.m.
and 5 a.m. (except for work, school, or medical
emergencies) and no more than one non-family
passenger under 21 unless a licensed adult is
present.
Full Unrestricted License (Class D): Available at
age 17 (or 18 without the intermediate step) if you
have held the intermediate license for 12 months
without any traffic violations or convictions.

Understanding  this  structure  is  a  key  part  of  your
Tennessee learners permit study guide. It helps you

plan your practice hours and know what to expect at each
stage.

What to Study: The Official Tennessee
Driver’s Handbook

Your  number  one  resource  i s  the  Tennessee
Comprehensive Driver  License Manual,  available  online
for  free  at  the  Tennessee  Department  of  Safety  and
Homeland Security website. Every question on the written
knowledge test comes directly from this handbook. Do not
rely  solely  on  third-party  quizzes  or  summaries—while
they  are  helpful  supplements,  the  handbook  is  the
authoritative  source.

The  manual  covers  several  major  sections  you  must
master:

Traffic Laws and Regulations: Speed limits, right-
of-way rules, turning, parking, and yielding.
Road Signs: Regulatory signs (red, white, black),
warning signs (yellow), and guide signs (green, blue,
brown).
Safe Driving Practices: Defensive driving,
following distance, visibility, and handling
emergencies.
Alcohol and Drugs: Tennessee’s implied consent
law, BAC limits (0.08% for adults, 0.02% for under
21), and consequences of DUI.
Sharing the Road: Bicyclists, pedestrians,
motorcycles, large trucks, school buses, and
emergency vehicles.
Tennessee-Specific Laws: Move Over Law, hands-
free law, seat belt requirements, and child passenger
safety.

Key Tennessee Laws Every Permit Seeker
Must Know

Tennessee has several unique laws that appear frequently
on the knowledge test. Pay special attention to these:

Hands-Free Law: Since 2019, Tennessee law
prohibits holding a cell phone or electronic device
while driving. This applies even when stopped at a
red light. You can use hands-free features (Bluetooth,
voice commands) but cannot physically hold the
device. Violations can result in fines and even points
on your license.
Move Over Law: When approaching a stationary
emergency vehicle (police, fire, ambulance), tow
truck, or highway maintenance vehicle with flashing
lights on a multi-lane road, you must move over to
the lane farthest away. If you cannot safely move
over, slow down to a reasonable speed. Violating this
law is a Class A misdemeanor.
Seat Belt Law: Tennessee has a primary
enforcement seat belt law—police can stop you solely
for not wearing a seat belt. All occupants must be
properly restrained, and the driver is responsible for
everyone under 18. Adults can be fined $50.
School Bus Stop Signs: When a school bus stops
and extends its stop sign and flashing red lights,
vehicles in both directions must stop (except on
divided highways with a median or barrier). Do not



pass until the bus retracts the sign and turns off the
lights.
Speed Limits: Unless otherwise posted, the
maximum speed is: 70 mph on interstates, 65 mph on
multi-lane divided highways, 55 mph on other
highways, and 30 mph in urban or residential
districts.

Memorizing these laws is essential for passing the written
test and for becoming a safe driver. Include them in your
Tennessee learners permit study guide flashcards.

Road Signs: The Language of the Road

You  will  be  tested  on  your  ability  to  recognize  and
understand  road  signs  by  shape,  color,  and  meaning.
Here’s a quick breakdown:

Red: Stop, yield, do not enter, wrong way. (Octagon
= stop, triangle = yield, rectangle = regulatory.)
Yellow: General warning (curves, intersections,
pedestrian crossing, school zone, etc.). Yellow signs
are diamond-shaped.
White: Regulatory signs – speed limits, parking
rules, lane use. Usually rectangular.
Green: Guide signs – distances, exits, street names.
Blue: Driver services – rest areas, hospitals, gas,
food, lodging.
Brown: Recreational/cultural points of interest –
parks, historic sites.
Orange: Construction and work zone warnings.

Practice identifying signs both by shape and color.  For
example,  a  rectangular  green  sign  indicates  a  guide
direction, while a yellow diamond warns of a curve ahead.
Many test questions show a picture of a sign and ask what
it means.

Defensive Driving and Safety Tips for the
Written Test

A large portion of the knowledge test covers safe driving
techniques. These are not just for the test—they will keep
you alive on the road.

Following distance: Use the three-second rule
under normal conditions. Choose a fixed object (like
a sign) and when the car ahead passes it, count “one-
thousand-one, one-thousand-two, one-thousand-
three.” If you reach the object before you finish
counting, you are following too closely.
Blind spots: Check your mirrors and physically turn
your head to check blind spots before changing lanes
or merging.
Night driving: Reduce speed, increase following
distance, and use high beams only when no
oncoming traffic is within 500 feet and no vehicle
ahead is within 200 feet.
Hydroplaning: If your tires lose traction on wet
roads, do not brake suddenly. Ease off the
accelerator and steer straight until you regain
control.
Skidding: Steer in the direction you want the front
of the car to go. Do not slam on brakes.

Also  understand  the  concept  of  defensive  driving  –
always  being  aware  of  your  surroundings,  anticipating
hazards,  and never  assuming other  drivers  will  do the
right thing.

Alcohol, Drugs, and Driving: Zero Tolerance
for Under 21

Tennessee is strict about impaired driving, especially for
young drivers. Know these facts:

Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) limit for drivers
21 and older is 0.08%.
For drivers under 21, the limit is 0.02%—essentially
zero tolerance. Any detectable amount can lead to a
license suspension.
Implied consent: By driving in Tennessee, you
automatically consent to a chemical test (breath,
blood, or urine) if suspected of DUI. Refusal results
in an automatic one-year suspension (first offense).
Consequences of DUI include fines, license
suspension, possible jail time, mandatory substance
abuse treatment, and ignition interlock device
installation.

The written test  will  include multiple  questions on the
dangers of impaired driving and the legal consequences.
Know the numbers and the laws.

How to Prepare for the Tennessee Knowledge
Test

Your Tennessee learners permit study guide  should
include a structured study plan. Here are proven steps:

Download and read the official manual cover to1.
cover at least once. Highlight key sections.
Take online practice tests from reputable sources.2.
Many state websites or driving schools offer free
practice exams that simulate the real test. The real
test has 30 multiple-choice questions (for Class D)
and you need at least 24 correct to pass. Some
questions are in a “knowledge test” for permits only.
Use flashcards for signs, numbers (BAC limits,3.
speed limits, distances), and Tennessee-specific laws.
Watch instructional videos on YouTube created by4.
Tennessee driving schools that review test questions.
Study in short bursts over several days rather than5.
cramming the night before.
Bring the required documents to the Driver6.
Services Center: proof of identity (birth certificate,
passport), Social Security number, proof of
Tennessee residency (two documents with your name
and address), and certificate of school enrollment if
under 18 (unless you are homeschooled or have a
GED). Check the official list before you go.

What to Expect on Test Day

The  test  is  administered  on  a  computer  at  your  local
Driver Services Center. You do not need an appointment
for  the  knowledge  test  (but  check  your  local  center’s
policy). You will be given a touch-screen or mouse-based
test. Read each question carefully—some are tricky with
“all of the above” or “none of the above.” You may skip
questions and return to them. You have a time limit, but it
is  usually  generous  (60  minutes).  If  you  fail,  you  can
retake the test the next day (some centers may require a
waiting period of one day). You will need to pay a small
testing fee each time.

Remember: the test is in English unless you request an
interpreter (which must be arranged in advance). You are
allowed to use the official manual only during the practice
test? No, you cannot use any materials during the real
test.
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Common Mistakes to Avoid

Not studying the alcohol laws thoroughly – test
questions frequently ask about BAC limits and
implied consent.
Mixing up signs – for example, a yellow yield sign is a
mistake; yield signs are red and white triangles.
Forgetting that seat belt laws apply to all seats, not
just the front.
Not reading the manual at all – relying solely on
practice tests can miss nuances.
Rushing through the test – take your time; there is

no prize for finishing first.

Conclusion: Drive Forward with Confidence

Passing the Tennessee learners permit test is the first step
toward  a  lifetime  of  safe  driving.  By  studying  this
Tennessee learners permit study guide,  focusing on
the official handbook, understanding state-specific laws,
and practicing with sample questions, you can walk into
the Driver Services Center feeling prepared. Remember
that the goal is not just to get a permit—it is to become a
responsible, defensive driver who respects the rules


