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Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing Sheet Music
Piano

The Enduring Beauty of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"
Sheet Music for Piano

For centuries, the hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" has resonated deeply within the
hearts of congregations and musicians alike. Its poignant lyrics, penned by the 18th-century
pastor Robert Robinson, paired with the timeless folk-like melody known as "Nettleton," create a
piece that is both spiritually uplifting and musically fulfilling. For pianists, finding the right Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing sheet music piano arrangement is the key to unlocking this
hymn’s  full  potential,  whether  for  personal  worship,  performance,  or  teaching.  This  article
explores the rich history of the hymn, the variety of piano arrangements available, tips for
choosing the right version, and how to approach playing this beloved melody.

The Historical and Musical Significance of the Hymn

Before diving into the specifics of piano sheet music, it is helpful to understand why this hymn
remains so beloved.  Robert  Robinson wrote the original  seven-stanza poem in 1758 for  a
Pentecost sermon, reflecting on God's relentless grace and his own spiritual journey. The tune
"Nettleton," often attributed to American composer John Wyeth, was paired with the hymn in the
early  19th  century.  The  combination  of  heartfelt,  flowing  melody  and  introspective,  grateful
lyrics has made "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" a staple in countless hymnals and a
favorite among pianists.

Why Pianists Are Drawn to This Hymn

The melody of "Come Thou Fount" is largely pentatonic (using the black keys as a base in some
keys), which gives it a natural, singable quality. For pianists, the harmonic structure is inviting
without being overly complex, often allowing for creative improvisation and embellishment. The
emotional arc of the hymn—from joyful praise ("Come, Thou Fount of every blessing") to a
reflective plea ("Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it")—offers dynamic possibilities that make Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing sheet music piano  arrangements a rewarding study for
players of various skill levels.

Types of Piano Arrangements Available

The  market  for  piano  sheet  music  offers  an  impressive  diversity  of  arrangements  for  "Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing." Whether you are a beginner seeking a simple lead sheet or an
advanced pianist looking for a concert-level setting, there is a version suited to your needs.
Below we break down the common categories.



Beginner and Easy Piano Arrangements

For those just starting their piano journey, easy piano versions are widely available. These
arrangements typically:

Stay in a single key (often C major or G major).
Use simple, blocked chords in the left hand.
Feature the melody in the right hand with minimal ornamentation.
Include fingerings and clear note names for easy reading.

Many educators  recommend the "Come Thou Fount  of  Every  Blessing sheet  music  piano"
arrangement found in popular method books like Alfred’s Basic Piano Library or Faber & Faber’s
Piano Adventures. These versions are excellent for building confidence and learning to express
melodic phrasing.

Intermediate Arrangements: Adding Expression and Variation

Intermediate  players  will  enjoy  arrangements  that  introduce  more  texture  and  harmonic
interest. These often include:

Broken chords, arpeggios, and syncopated rhythms.
Modulations to related keys (e.g., from G to D major).
Simple countermelodies or harmonic fill-ins.
Pedal markings to sustain the sound.

Intermediate Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing sheet music piano arrangements can be
found in collections such as "Great Hymns for Piano" or from arrangers like Phillip Keveren and
Mark Hayes. These versions strike a balance between playability and musical depth, making
them ideal for church offertories or personal meditation.

Advanced and Concert-Level Settings

For the accomplished pianist, virtuosic arrangements of this hymn exist that transform it into a
dramatic solo piece. Advanced versions may feature:

Rich, jazz-influenced harmonies or improvisatory sections.
Full, multi-octave chord progressions.
Intricate runs, rapid arpeggios, and wide dynamic contrasts.
Extended intros and codas.

Notable arrangers include evangelist and pianist Greg Howlett, as well as contemporary artists
like Paul Cardall and David Nevue, whose recorded piano works have inspired many to seek out
Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing  sheet  music  piano  transcriptions.  These
arrangements  are  particularly  suited  for  recitals  or  recording  projects.

How to Choose the Right Sheet Music for Your Needs

With  so  many options,  selecting  the  perfect  version  can  feel  overwhelming.  Consider  the
following factors to narrow your search.
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Skill Level and Experience

Be honest about your current proficiency. A beautifully written but overly difficult arrangement
can  lead  to  frustration.  Look  for  the  publisher’s  level  indication  (e.g.,  "Late  Elementary,"
"Intermediate," "Late Intermediate"). Many digital sheet music retailers allow you to preview the
first page to gauge difficulty.

Purpose: Performance, Teaching, or Personal Enjoyment

If  you are playing for  a church service or  a recital,  you may prefer  a polished,  complete
arrangement with dynamic markings.  If  you are a teacher,  you might seek a version that
reinforces specific techniques, such as two-note slurs or chord inversions. For casual playing, a
simple lead sheet (melody with chord symbols) can suffice, allowing you to improvise your own
accompaniment.

Format: Digital vs. Physical Sheet Music

Digital  downloads are convenient  and often less  expensive.  Websites  like Musicnotes.com,
Sheet  Music  Plus,  and  the  official  stores  of  individual  arrangers  offer  instant  access  to  high-
quality printouts. Physical books, on the other hand, provide a curated collection of hymns and
may include other favorites. Many pianists appreciate having both: a digital copy for quick
access and a physical book for their music stand.

Where to Find Free and Paid Sheet Music

Budget often influences our choices. Below are trusted sources for Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing sheet music piano.

Free Resources

Several  websites  offer  free  piano  sheet  music  for  public  domain  hymns.  Since  "Come  Thou
Fount" is in the public domain (lyrics pre-1928, tune also public domain), basic lead sheets and
simple harmonizations are available at:

Hymnary.org – provides scores from many hymnals.
Free-scores.com – user-submitted arrangements.
Musescore.com – a community where composers share their own arrangements (quality
varies, but many are excellent).

Be sure to check that any arrangement you download is marked as public domain or Creative
Commons. Some advanced arrangements by living arrangers are copyrighted and should not be
shared without permission.

Paid Premium Arrangements

For high-quality, professionally edited sheet music, paid options are worthwhile. They often
include  performance  notes,  suggested  fingerings,  and  better  formatting.  Popular  sources
include:



Musicnotes.com – vast catalog, transposable to any key.
Sheet Music Plus – physical and digital options.
Arrager’s own websites (e.g., Phillipsmusic.com for Greg Howlett’s works).

Many of these platforms also offer audio previews, which help you decide if the arrangement’s
style matches your taste.

Tips for Playing "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" on Piano

Once you have your sheet music in hand, here are some practical tips to bring the hymn to life.

Understand the Phrasing

The hymn has a natural lift and fall. Look for the phrase marks in your arrangement and breathe
with the music. For example, the opening line "Come, Thou Fount of every blessing" should feel
like  a  rising,  exultant  statement,  while  "Tune my heart  to  sing  Thy  grace"  should  soften
dynamically.

Work on Pedaling

Sostenuto or sustain pedal is crucial for achieving a legato, singing tone in this hymn. Change
the pedal on each chord change (typically every half note or quarter note depending on the
tempo)  to  avoid  muddy  harmonies.  In  flowing  intermediate  arrangements,  consider
"syncopated" pedaling—releasing and depressing the pedal slightly after playing the new chord
to create a seamless connection.

Add Your Own Expressions

While following the printed dynamics and articulations, do not be afraid to insert your own
rubato  (flexible  tempo)  and  subtle  dynamic  swells.  The  hymn  is  personal  and  devotional;  let
your interpretation reflect that. Experiment with a slight ritardando on the final phrase "Here I
raise my Ebenezer" to give a sense of establishment.

Teaching the Hymn to Piano Students

If you are a piano teacher, "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is an excellent pedagogical
piece. It offers opportunities to teach:

Chord progressions (I-IV-V7 in major keys).
Balance between melody and accompaniment.
Introduction to ornamentation (mordents or appoggiaturas in some arrangements).
Musical storytelling through dynamic contrast.

Start students with a lead sheet version, having them play the melody in the right hand and
block  chords  in  the  left.  As  they  progress,  introduce  broken  patterns  and  finally,  a  fully
harmonized  arrangement.  This  stepwise  approach  builds  confidence  and  deepens  their
appreciation  for  hymn  playing.
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Conclusion

"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is more than a hymn; it is a musical journey that spans
centuries and continues to inspire pianists worldwide. Whether you are a beginner looking for an
easy piano score, an intermediate player wanting to add expression, or an advanced artist
seeking a concert arrangement, the wealth of Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing sheet
music piano options ensures that this beloved melody remains within reach. By choosing a
version  that  matches  your  skill  level  and purpose,  and by  approaching it  with  thoughtful
technique and heart, you can share the beauty of this timeless piece with your listeners. Let the
music flow, and may your playing be a blessing to all who hear it.


