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Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson
Script

Introduction: The Anarchic Genius of the Bloody
Bloody Andrew Jackson Script

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script is one of the most audacious and
electrifying pieces of musical theater writing to emerge in the 21st century.
Written  by  composer  and  lyricist  Michael  Friedman,  with  a  book  by  Alex
Timbers,  this  punk-rock historical  parody reimagines  the life  and legacy of
America’s  seventh  president  with  a  razor-sharp,  satirical  edge.  Unlike
traditional historical dramas, the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script throws
political correctness out the window, replacing it with leather jackets, ironic



anachronisms,  and  a  searing  commentary  on  populism  that  feels  almost
prescient  today.  For  theater  enthusiasts,  historians,  and  lovers  of  bold
storytelling, this script offers a unique fusion of fact,  fiction, and punk-rock
attitude.  In  this  article,  we will  explore  every  facet  of  the Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson script, from its structure and characters to its themes and
cultural significance, providing a comprehensive guide that honors its irreverent
spirit.

What Is the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson
Script?

At its core, the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script is the written blueprint
for a musical that first premiered in 2008 at the Center Theatre Group in Los
Angeles before moving to the Public Theater in New York and eventually to
Broadway in  2010.  The  script  blends  a  fast-paced,  punk-rock  score  with  a
deliberately modernized retelling of Andrew Jackson’s rise to power. Friedman
and Timbers crafted a narrative that treats Jackson not as a dusty historical
figure but as a rock star antihero, complete with emo hair, tight jeans, and a
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penchant  for  profanity.  The  script  is  notable  for  its  use  of  direct  address,
breaking the fourth wall, and its willingness to let historical figures speak in
contemporary slang, all while tackling complex issues like westward expansion,
the Indian Removal Act, and the birth of the Democratic Party. The Bloody
Bloody Andrew Jackson script is as much a commentary on modern American
politics as it is a biography of a controversial president.

The Structural Genius of the Script

A Non-Linear, Punk-Rock Narrative

One of  the most  striking features of  the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson
script  is  its  non-linear structure.  The musical  does not  follow a traditional
chronological timeline. Instead, it jumps between key moments in Jackson’s life,
from his childhood in the Carolinas to his military victories,  his tumultuous
marriage to Rachel Donelson, and his presidency. This fragmented storytelling
mirrors the chaotic energy of punk music and allows the script to focus on
thematic  connections  rather  than  strict  historical  accuracy.  The  script  also



includes a framing device where the characters occasionally step out of their
roles to comment on the action,  creating a Brechtian distancing effect that
keeps the audience intellectually engaged.

The Role of the Emcee and Direct Address

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script relies heavily on the concept of
direct address. Andrew Jackson, as portrayed in the script, often turns to the
audience to explain his motivations, crack jokes, or defend his controversial
decisions. This technique makes Jackson a charismatic and unreliable narrator,
forcing the audience to question everything he says. The script also features a
character known as the Storyteller, who appears in Native American scenes and
provides a counter-narrative that challenges Jackson’s version of history. This
dual perspective adds depth to the script and prevents it  from becoming a
simple glorification of its protagonist.
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Key Characters and Their Portrayal in the Script

Andrew Jackson: The Emo Populist

The central figure of the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script is, of course,
Andrew Jackson himself. In Friedman and Timbers’ hands, Jackson becomes a
petulant, narcissistic, yet undeniably magnetic figure. The script emphasizes his
populist appeal, portraying him as a man of the people who fights against the
elite. However, it does not shy away from his darker impulses, particularly his
role in the forced removal of Native Americans. The script uses Jackson’s own
words, taken from historical documents, but places them in a modern context,
creating a jarring and thought-provoking effect.

Rachel Donelson Jackson: The Tragic Love Interest

Rachel Donelson Jackson is given a more sympathetic treatment in the Bloody
Bloody Andrew Jackson script  than  in  many  traditional  histories.  She  is
portrayed as a strong-willed woman who is deeply in love with Jackson but is



ultimately  destroyed  by  the  political  attacks  on  her  character.  The  script
explores the scandal surrounding her marriage to Jackson, who wed her before
her divorce from her first husband was finalized. This subplot adds a personal,
emotional dimension to the political narrative and highlights Jackson’s obsessive
and protective nature.

The Ensemble: A Chorus of Archetypes

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script features a versatile ensemble that
plays  multiple  roles,  from  members  of  the  Creek  Nation  to  Washington
politicians. The script uses these characters sparingly but effectively,  giving
each a distinct voice. The Native American characters, in particular, are written
with dignity and complexity, providing a necessary counterbalance to Jackson’s
perspective. The script also includes a character based on John C. Calhoun, who
serves as a foil to Jackson and a representative of the aristocratic Southern elite.
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Musical Numbers and Their Integration into the
Script

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script is inseparable from its music. The
songs are not merely interludes but integral to the storytelling. Each musical
number advances the plot or deepens our understanding of a character. Key
songs in the script include:

"Populism Yea Yea" – An opening anthem that establishes Jackson’s
political philosophy and sets the tone for the show. The song is catchy,
irreverent, and immediately tells the audience they are in for something
different.
"The Great Compromise" – A satirical number that lampoons the political
maneuvering in Washington and introduces the historical context of the
era. The script uses this song to explain complex political concepts in an
accessible, entertaining way.
"Crisis Averted" – A quieter, more introspective moment in the script that
explores Jackson’s emotional state after his wife’s death. This song shows a



vulnerability in Jackson that is rare in the otherwise bombastic script.
"The Hunter's Return" – A hauntingly beautiful song that comes from the
Native American perspective, providing a stark contrast to the rock-driven
numbers of the rest of the show. The script uses this song to humanize the
victims of Jackson’s policies.

The integration of these songs into the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script
is seamless. Friedman’s lyrics are clever and often biting, while Timbers’ stage
direction ensures that the music never slows down the narrative. The script is
written with a clear understanding of how music can enhance drama, making it
a model for modern musical theater writing.

Historical Accuracy vs. Artistic License in the
Script

One of the most frequently asked questions about the Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson script is how historically accurate it is. The answer is complex. The
script  takes  great  liberties  with  the  facts,  compressing timelines,  inventing
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dialogue,  and  anachronistically  inserting  modern  language  and  attitudes.
However,  it  is  grounded  in  genuine  historical  events.  Jackson’s  military
campaigns, his role in the Indian Removal Act, his battle with the Second Bank
of the United States, and the scandal surrounding his marriage are all depicted,
albeit with a punk-rock twist.

The script’s primary goal is not to provide a dry, textbook recitation of history
but to provoke thought and discussion. By making Jackson a rock star, the script
forces  the audience to  confront  the uncomfortable  truth that  charisma and
populism can often mask cruelty  and authoritarianism. The Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson script  is  a  work  of  artistic  interpretation,  not  historical
scholarship, and it succeeds brilliantly on its own terms.

Themes Explored Deeply in the Script

Populism and Democracy

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script  offers  a relentless critique of



populism. Jackson’s rise is depicted as both democratic and dangerous. The
script asks its audience: What happens when the will of the majority tramples
the rights  of  the minority?  This  question is  as  relevant  today as  it  was in
Jackson’s time. The script does not provide easy answers but instead presents
the tensions inherent in a system that values popular opinion over principle.

Manifest Destiny and Native American Removal

The script does not flinch from addressing the dark side of Jackson’s legacy. The
Indian Removal Act and the Trail of Tears are central to the narrative. The
Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script presents these events not as tragic
inevitabilities but as the result of specific political choices made by Jackson and
his allies.  The Native American characters in the script  are given powerful
voices, and their suffering is depicted with emotional weight. The script does not
allow  the  audience  to  forget  that  Jackson’s  America  was  built  on  the
displacement and destruction of indigenous peoples.
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American Identity and Masculinity

The Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script also explores themes of American
masculinity and identity. Jackson is portrayed as a hyper-masculine figure, a
man who shoots duels, fights duels, and refuses to back down. Yet the script
also shows the cost of this hyper-masculinity, particularly in Jackson’s inability
to process grief or vulnerability. The script questions whether the American
ideal of the rugged individualist is sustainable or even desirable.

Why the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson Script
Matters Today

Since its premiere, the Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson script has remained
relevant for its sharp political commentary. In an era of rising populism and
political  polarization,  the  script’s  exploration  of  charisma,  power,  and  the
manipulation of public opinion feels more urgent than ever. The script has been
performed in colleges, community theaters, and regional productions across the
country, often sparking debate about history, race, and the nature of democracy.



Its enduring popularity is a testament to the skill of Friedman and Timbers in
creating a work that is both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

How to Access and Use the Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson Script

For those interested in reading or performing the Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson script, it is available through several channels. The script, along with
the complete libretto and sheet music, is published by Samuel French (now part
of Concord Theatricals). Many college and university libraries also carry copies.
Additionally,  excerpts  from  the  script  are  available  online  through  various
theater  resource  websites.  When  using  the  script  for  educational  or
performance purposes, it is important to respect copyright laws and obtain the
necessary licenses. The script is a complex work that requires careful study, but
for those willing to engage with its challenges, it offers a rewarding experience.
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Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of a Punk-Rock
History Lesson

The  Bloody  Bloody  Andrew  Jackson  script  remains  one  of  the  most
innovative  and provocative  works  of  musical  theater  in  recent  memory.  By
blending punk-rock attitude with serious historical themes, Michael Friedman
and Alex Timbers created a script that entertains, challenges, and provokes in
equal  measure.  It  refuses to let  its  audience off  the hook,  forcing them to
confront the messy, often ugly, reality of American history while also laughing at
its absurdity. Whether you are a theater professional, a student of history, or
simply someone looking for a fresh perspective on a familiar figure, the Bloody
Bloody Andrew Jackson script offers a reading experience that is as energetic
as it is thoughtful. It stands as a testament to the power of theater to make
history speak in new and unexpected ways, and its relevance shows no signs of
fading anytime soon.


