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Yakima Roof Rack Fit Guide

Why Getting the Right
Fit Matters for Your
Yakima Roof Rack

When  it  comes  to  carrying  gear  on
your  vehicle,  not  all  roof  racks  are
created equal. A roof rack is only as
good as its connection to your car, and
that is where the Yakima roof rack fit
system truly shines. Whether you are
planning a cross-country road trip, a
weekend mountain bike adventure, or
simply  need  extra  cargo  space  for
family  luggage,  the  foundation  of  a
successful setup is a precise, vehicle-
specific fit. The Yakima roof rack fit
guide  i s  des igned  to  take  the
guesswork out  of  selecting the right
components, ensuring that your rack is
not only secure but also optimized for
your vehicle's unique roof profile.

Yakima has spent decades engineering
roof  rack  systems  that  cater  to
virtually  every  vehicle  on  the  road.
However,  the  diversity  of  roof
designs—from  bare  roofs  to  factory-
installed  rails,  tracks,  and  gutter
systems—means that a one-size-fits-all
approach simply does not work. This
comprehensive  article  will  walk  you
through everything you need to know
about the Yakima roof rack fit guide,
f rom  unders tanding  the  core
components  to  avoiding  common
fitment mistakes. By the end, you will
have  the  confidence  to  choose  the
perfect  roof  rack  system  for  your

needs.

Understanding the
Yakima Fit System

Yakima's approach to roof rack fitment
is  modular  and  precision-oriented.
Instead of offering generic racks that
loosely adapt to any vehicle,  Yakima
designs  specific  components—towers,
fit  kits,  crossbars,  and  locks—that
work together as a cohesive system.
The beauty  of  this  system is  that  it
allows  you  to  customize  your  setup
based on your vehicle's roof type, your
cargo needs, and your budget.

The Three Components of a
Roof Rack

Every  Yakima  roof  rack  consists  of
three  fundamental  e lements :
crossbars, base towers, and a fit kit.
The  crossbars  are  the  horizontal
beams that carry your cargo. The base
towers  attach  to  the  crossbars  and
connect to the vehicle. The fit kit is the
vehicle-specific set of adapters, pads,
and  clips  that  allow  the  towers  to
interface securely with your car's roof.
Additionally, Yakima offers a range of
accessories  like  locks,  wind  fairings,
and  mounting  brackets  to  enhance
functionality and security.

Using the Yakima Fit Checker



Tool

Before you purchase any components,
it  is  highly recommended to use the
official  Yakima fit  checker  tool  on
their website. This intuitive tool allows
you to enter your vehicle's year, make,
and model, and it instantly generates a
list of compatible towers, fit kits, and
crossbars. The Yakima roof rack fit
guide  essentially  automates  the
selection  process,  eliminating
guesswork  and  reducing  the  risk  of
ordering  incompatible  parts.  The  fit
checker also provides specific crossbar
length  recommendations,  which  is
crucial for ensuring that your bars do
not  overhang  excessively  or  sit  too
narrow for your load.

Key Yakima Roof Rack
Parts and Their Roles

To fully  understand the  Yakima roof
rack fit guide, you need to be familiar
with  the  main  product  families  and
their specific roles in the system. Each
series  is  designed  for  different  roof
types and load capacities.

Base Towers: BaseLine,
BaseTower, SkyLine, and
TimberLine

BaseLine towers  are Yakima's most
popular  and  versatile  tower  system.
They are designed to work with a wide
variety  of  vehicle  f i ts  and  are
compatible with both aerodynamic and
round  crossbars.  BaseTower  is  an
older design but remains widely used
and is known for its robust clamping
mechanism.  SkyLine towers  offer  a
low-profile,  aerodynamic  solution  for
vehicles  with  factory  side  rails  or

tracks, and they integrate seamlessly
with  Yakima's  CrossBar  system.
TimberLine  towers  are  specifically
engineered for  trucks and vans with
gutter  mounts,  providing  a  sturdy
foundation  for  heavy  loads.

Crossbars: RoundBar,
CoreBar, and HD Bar

Yakima  offers  crossbars  in  different
shapes and materials  to  suit  various
needs.  RoundBars  are  the  classic,
heavy-duty  round  crossbars  that  are
incredibly  strong  and  versatile.
CoreBars  are  aerodynamic  and
feature a T-slot channel for mounting
accessories like bike trays and cargo
baskets  without  additional  adapters.
HD Bars  are heavy-duty round bars
designed for maximum load capacity,
ideal for rooftop tents and bulky cargo.
The  crossbar  length  you  choose
directly affects the stability and fit of
your roof  rack,  and the Yakima roof
rack fit guide will specify the correct
size for your vehicle.

Fit Kits and Clips

Fit  kits  are  the  vehicle-specific
adapters  that  connect  your  base
towers to your roof. They come with
precisely  shaped  pads,  clips,  and
hardware that match the contours of
your vehicle's roof or factory rails. For
example,  a  fit  kit  for  a  bare  roof
S u b a r u  O u t b a c k  w i l l  d i f f e r
significantly from a fit kit for a Honda
CR-V  with  raised  rails.  The  fit  kit
ensures that the towers sit flush and
secure,  preventing  movement  and
damage to your vehicle's paint or roof
structure.
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SKS Lock Cores

Security  is  a  major  concern  for  any
roof rack owner. Yakima's SKS (Same
Key System) lock cores allow you to
lock your towers and crossbars with a
single key.  This system is integrated
into the fit guide, as the lock cores are
often sold separately and must match
your specific tower model. Using SKS
locks  is  highly  recommended  to
prevent theft of your rack and cargo.

Step-by-Step Guide to
Finding Your Fit

Navigating  the  Yakima  roof  rack  fit
guide can feel overwhelming at first,
but by following a structured process,
you  can  easily  identify  the  right
components for your vehicle. Below is
a  step-by-step approach that  mirrors
the official fit guide methodology.

Step 1: Identify Your Vehicle

The first step is straightforward: know
your vehicle's year, make, and model.
This  information  is  critical  because
roof designs can change even within
the same model year. For example, a
2020  Toyota  RAV4  may  have  a
different  roof  profile  than  a  2023
model, and the fit kit required will be
different.  Always  double-check  your
vehicle identification number (VIN) or
consult  your  owner's  manual  to
confirm  the  roof  type.

Step 2: Determine Your Roof
Type

Roof types generally fall into five main
categories:  bare  roof  (no  factory
rails), raised rails (rails that sit above
the roof line), side rails (rails that run

along the sides of  the roof),  factory
tracks (recessed channels in the roof),
and gutter mounts  (traditional  rain
gutters found on older vehicles, vans,
and trucks). The Yakima roof rack fit
guide  uses  these  categories  to  filter
compatible towers and fit kits.

Step 3: Select the Correct
Base Tower and Fit Kit

Once  you  know  your  roof  type,  the
next step is to choose the appropriate
tower series and the corresponding fit
kit.  For  bare  roofs,  BaseLine towers
with a  dedicated fit  kit  are typically
recommended.  For  raised  rails,
SkyLine towers with a rail-specific fit
kit  are ideal.  For factory tracks, you
will need a specific tower system like
the SkyLine with track mounts. The fit
kit number (e.g., 300086) is unique to
your vehicle and roof type.

Step 4: Choose Your
Crossbars

Crossbar length is determined by the
distance between your towers and the
width of your vehicle. The Yakima roof
rack fit guide provides recommended
lengths, such as 50 inches, 60 inches,
or  78  inches.  It  is  important  not  to
choose  bars  that  are  too  long,  as
excessive  overhang  can  create  wind
noise  and  aerodynamic  drag.
Conversely,  bars  that  are  too  short
may not  provide enough support  for
wider  cargo  like  kayaks  or  rooftop
boxes.

Step 5: Lock It Down with
SKS

Finally,  select  the  appropriate  SKS
lock  cores  for  your  towers.  Most



Yakima towers require two lock cores
(one  for  each  tower),  but  some
systems  may  require  four.  The  lock
cores  are  keyed  alike,  meaning  you
can use the same key for all locks on
your rack. The fit guide will indicate
whether lock cores are included with
your towers or need to be purchased
separately.

Vehicle-Specific Roof
Configurations

Understanding  the  nuances  of
different  roof  configurations  is
essential  for  a  proper  fit.  Let  us
explore the most common roof types
and how the Yakima roof rack fit guide
addresses each one.

Bare Roof Vehicles

A  bare  roof  has  no  factory-installed
rails  or  tracks.  This  is  common  on
many  sedans,  hatchbacks,  and  some
older  SUVs.  For  these  vehicles,  the
Yakima fit guide recommends a tower
system that clamps directly onto the
door frames or roof edge. The fit kit
includes  contoured  rubber  pads  and
metal clips that conform to the shape
of your vehicle's roof. It is essential to
apply protective tape (often included)
to prevent paint scratches. The Yakima
roof  rack  fit  guide  for  bare  roofs
emphasizes  careful  measurement  of
the  distance  between  the  front  and
rear attachment points.

Factory Raised Rails

Many  modern  SUVs  and  crossovers
come with raised side rails  that  run
along  the  length  of  the  roof.  These
rails provide a natural mounting point

for  roof  racks.  For  raised  rails,  the
Yakima  fit  guide  suggests  using
SkyLine towers with a fit kit that clips
onto the rails.  The advantage of this
system is  that  it  does not  touch the
vehicle's  paint,  and  installation  is
relatively  quick.  The  fit  guide  will
specify  the  exact  rail  profile  (e.g.,
round,  square,  or  aerodynamic)  to
ensure  the  clamps  fit  securely.

Factory Side Rails

Side rails are similar to raised rails but
are typically lower profile and may be
integrated  into  the  roofline.  Some
vehicles have side rails with a built-in
channel or T-slot. In these cases, the
Y a k i m a  r o o f  r a c k  f i t  g u i d e
recommends using a low-profile tower
system  that  slides  directly  into  the
c h a n n e l ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  c l e a n ,
aerodynamic look. Fit kits for side rails
often include specialized brackets that
lock into the rail's groove.

Factory Tracks

Factory tracks are recessed channels
that  run  lengthwise  along  the  roof,
often  covered  by  plastic  trim  strips.
These are common on vehicles like the
Subaru  Outback,  Audi  Allroad,  and
many  Volvo  wagons.  For  track-
mounted systems, the Yakima fit guide
recommends  using  track-specific
towers that fit into the channel. The fit
kit includes adapters that slide into the
track and lock into place. This setup is
extremely secure and allows for easy
adjustment  of  the  crossbar  position
along the track.

Vehicles with Gutters

Gutters are the raised metal lips found
on the roof edges of older vehicles,


