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American Legion Auxiliary Chaplain Prayer
Manual

Introduction: The Heart of
Spiritual Service in the
American Legion Auxiliary

For  members  of  the  American  Legion
Auxiliary  (ALA),  service  to  veterans,
military families, and the community is a
sacred trust. While much of this service is

visible  through  fundraising,  volunteer
hours,  and advocacy,  there is  a quieter,
deeper  current  of  support  that  flows
through every meeting, every ceremony,
and  every  act  of  remembrance.  This
current is spiritual care, and at its center is
the  chaplain.  Whether  you  are  a  newly
elected  unit  chaplain  or  a  seasoned
department officer, the American Legion
Auxiliary Chaplain Prayer Manual is an



indispensable  tool.  This  comprehensive
resource is more than just a collection of
prayers;  i t  is  a  guide  for  spir i tual
leadership,  a  repository  of  ritual,  and  a
source  of  comfort  for  those  who  have
given so much in service to our nation. In
this article,  we will  explore the purpose,
contents, and practical applications of this
essential  manual,  demonstrating  how  it
equips chaplains to lead with compassion,
dignity, and faith.

Understanding the Role of the
ALA Chaplain

Before diving into the manual itself, it is
important  to  understand  the  unique

responsibilities of an ALA chaplain. Unlike
clergy  in  a  traditional  congregational
setting, the ALA chaplain serves a diverse
group of individuals who may hold a wide
range  of  spiritual  beliefs,  from  devout
religious  practice  to  no  formal  affiliation.
The chaplain’s role is to provide inclusive,
nondenominational spiritual guidance that
honors  the  sacrifices  of  veterans  while
respecting  the  personal  convictions  of
each  member.

The  American  Legion  Auxil iary
Chaplain Prayer Manual recognizes this
delicate balance. It provides chaplains with
the tools to lead prayers that are reverent,
respectful,  and  accessible  to  all.  Key
responsibilities  of  the  chaplain  include:
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Opening and closing meetings with
an appropriate prayer or invocation.
Offering blessings at special events,
such as memorial services, flag
ceremonies, and fundraising
banquets.
Providing spiritual comfort to
members and veterans in times of
illness, grief, or crisis.
Serving as a liaison for faith-based
initiatives within the unit, district, or
department.
Maintaining a presence at Veterans
Affairs (VA) facilities and nursing
homes to offer pastoral care.

The  manual  addresses  each  of  these
duties,  offering  sample  prayers,

meditations,  and  guidance  that  help
chaplains  fulfill  their  calling  with
confidence  and  grace.

What Is the American Legion
Auxiliary Chaplain Prayer
Manual?

The  American  Legion  Auxil iary
Chaplain Prayer Manual is a published
resource  curated  by  the  nat ional
organization to support chaplains at every
level of the Auxiliary. It is designed to be a
practical,  field-ready  guide  that  can  be
referenced  quickly  before  a  meeting  or
studied in depth for ceremonial planning.



While  the  manual  evolves  over  time  to
reflect  the  changing  needs  of  the
membership,  its  core  purpose  remains
constant:  to  provide  a  foundation  for
meaningful spiritual leadership within the
Auxiliary.

Key Sections of the Manual

Though the specific structure may vary by
edition,  most  versions  of  the  manual
include  the  following  essential  sections:

Opening and Closing Prayers for1.
Meetings – These are structured to
fit the formal setting of a business
meeting while remaining inclusive
and sincere.

Prayers for Special Occasions –2.
This includes Memorial Day,
Veterans Day, Flag Day,
Independence Day, and other
patriotic observances.
Ceremonial Readings and Rituals3.
– For use during memorial services,
wreath-laying ceremonies, and
dedication events.
Prayers for the Sick and4.
Bereaved – Providing comfort for
members and veterans facing health
challenges or loss.
Meditations and Inspirational5.
Readings – Short pieces suitable for
opening moments of reflection or for
newsletters and bulletins.
Guidance for Interfaith and6.
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Nondenominational Ministry –
Helping chaplains navigate the
spiritual diversity of their
membership.

Each section is crafted to be immediately
useful  while  also  offering  the  chaplain
room for personal adaptation and heartfelt
expression.

How to Use the Prayer
Manual Effectively

Possessing  the  American  Legion
Auxiliary  Chaplain  Prayer  Manual  is
only  the  first  step.  Using  it  effectively
requires  thoughtful  preparation  and  a

genuine connection with those you serve.
Here are several practical tips for getting
the most out of this valuable resource:

Prepare Before the Meeting

No matter how experienced you are as a
chaplain,  reading a prayer  cold can feel
disconnected. Take a few minutes before
the meeting to review the sample prayers
in the manual.  Consider the tone of  the
gathering—is  it  a  somber  memorial,  a
celebratory awards banquet, or a routine
business  meeting?  Adjust  the  language
and  length  accordingly.  The  manual
provides  a  strong  foundation,  but  your
personal intention will bring the words to
life.



Adapt for Your Audience

The prayers in the manual are written to
be broadly inclusive,  but you know your
unit best. If you serve a group with strong
shared  traditions,  you  might  gently
incorporate language that resonates with
them.  Conversely,  if  your  unit  is  deeply
diverse  in  faith  backgrounds,  the
nondenominational  examples  provided in
the manual will serve you well. The key is
to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  moment
while honoring the individuals present.

Use the Manual for Training New
Chaplains

I f  you  are  a  department  or  district

chaplain,  the  manual  is  an  excellent
training  tool  for  new  unit  chaplains.  By
working through the sections together, you
can mentor new leaders on the nuances of
ceremonial  prayer,  the  importance  of
brevity,  and  the  art  of  offering  comfort.
Many  experienced  chaplains  find  that
teaching from the manual  deepens their
own understanding and practice.

Structuring Prayers for
Different ALA Occasions

One  of  the  greatest  strengths  of  the
American  Legion  Auxiliary  Chaplain
Prayer Manual is its attention to context.
A  prayer  that  is  perfect  for  a  solemn
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Memorial  Day  service  would  feel  out  of
place at a lively birthday celebration for a
veterans’  home  resident.  The  manual
helps  chaplains  match  the  tone  and
content  of  their  prayers  to  the  occasion.

Regular Unit Meetings

For monthly or weekly business meetings,
the prayer should be brief, respectful, and
focused on guidance for the work ahead.
The manual  offers  simple  invocations  that
ask  for  wisdom,  unity,  and  a  spirit  of
service.  These  prayers  typically  last  no
more than one minute and set a positive,
purposeful tone for the meeting.

Patriotic Holidays and
Ceremonies

Memorial  Day and Veterans Day require
prayers  that  honor  sacrifice  without
glorifying  war.  The  manual  provides
thoughtful  language that remembers the
fallen, supports the living, and expresses
gratitude for freedom. These prayers often
include references  to  the  cost  of  liberty
and the enduring strength of the American
spirit.  Chaplains are encouraged to read
these aloud with solemnity and reverence.

Memorial and Tribute Services

When a member or veteran passes away,
the chaplain is often called upon to lead a



memorial  prayer.  The  manual  includes
g e n t l e ,  c o m f o r t i n g  w o r d s  t h a t
acknowledge  grief  while  affirming  hope
and  community  support.  These  prayers
can be used at a formal funeral service, a
graveside tribute, or a simple moment of
silence  during  a  meeting.  The  manual’s
guidance on ministering to the bereaved is
especially valuable for chaplains who may
not have formal pastoral training.

Installation of Officers

At the beginning of a new Auxiliary year,
installation  ceremonies  mark  a  time  of
transition  and  commitment.  The  manual
contains  prayers  specifically  written  for
these occasions,  asking for  blessings  on

new  officers  and  wisdom  for  their
leadership.  These  prayers  help  to
solemnize  the  moment  and  remind
everyone present of the sacred nature of
their volunteer service.

Incorporating the Prayer
Manual into ALA Meetings
and Events

Beyond reading a prayer at the start of a
meeting, the American Legion Auxiliary
Chaplain Prayer Manual can be woven
into the fabric of your unit’s activities in
many creative and meaningful ways.
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Devotional Moments: Open a
meeting with a short meditation
from the manual, followed by a
moment of silent reflection. This can
be especially powerful after a year of
challenges or loss.
Newsletter Content: Include a
weekly or monthly prayer or
inspirational reading from the
manual in your unit bulletin or email
update. This extends the chaplain’s
ministry beyond meeting hours.
Visiting the Sick: When visiting a
hospitalized veteran or a
homebound member, bringing a
printed prayer from the manual
offers a tangible expression of care.
The familiar words can be deeply

comforting.
Opening and Closing Rituals: Use
the manual’s standardized prayers
to create a consistent ritual for your
unit. Members will come to
appreciate the rhythm and
reverence these prayers provide.

By  integrating  the  manual  into  regular
practice,  the chaplain  becomes a  visible
and valued spiritual presence, not just a
figure  who  appears  when  something  goes
wrong.

Resources for Continued



Spiritual Leadership

The  American  Legion  Auxil iary
Chap la in  P rayer  Manua l  i s  a
cornerstone resource, but it is not the only
one  available  to  dedicated  spiritual
leaders.  Chaplains  are  encouraged  to
supplement  the  manual  with  other
materials and practices that enhance their
ministry.

Partner with the American
Legion Chaplain

In  many  communities,  the  ALA  chaplain
and  the  American  Legion  chaplain  work
closely together. This partnership can be a

rich source of mutual support. The Legion
chaplain may have additional resources or
years  of  experience  that  can  benefit  the
Auxiliary chaplain. Don’t hesitate to reach
out, share the manual, and discuss ways to
collaborate  on  joint  ceremonies  and
memorials.

Attend Chaplain Training
Workshops

Many  departments  offer  training  sessions
for  chaplains,  often  led  by  experienced
clergy or long-serving Auxiliary chaplains.
These workshops provide opportunities to
practice  delivering  prayers,  discuss
challenging situations, and share ideas for
using  the  manual  creatively.  Attending
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these sessions also helps build a network
of spiritual support among chaplains.

Read Widely in Spiritual
Literature

While the manual is an excellent starting
point,  a  well-rounded  chaplain  benefits
from  exposure  to  a  variety  of  spiritual
traditions and writings. Books on pastoral
care,  grief  counseling,  and  interfaith
dialogue can deepen your ability to serve
all  members  with  compassion  and
understanding.

Keep a Personal Chaplain

Journal

After  each meeting  or  event  where  you
use the manual, make a brief note about
what  worked  well  and  what  felt  less
effective.  Over  time,  this  journal  will
become a personalized companion to the
manual, helping you refine your own voice
as a spiritual leader.

Conclusion: A Call to Faithful
Service

The  American  Legion  Auxil iary
Chaplain  Prayer  Manual  is  far  more
than a booklet of collected prayers. It is a
practical guide, a source of inspiration, and



a testament to the Auxiliary’s commitment
to  the  whole  person—body,  mind,  and
spirit.  For  chaplains,  it  offers  a  foundation
upon which to build a ministry of presence,
compassion, and faithful  service. For the
members  and  veterans  we  serve,  it
ensures  that  every  meeting,  every
ceremony,  and  every  moment  o f
remembrance is touched by reverence and
grace.

Whether you are stepping into the role of
chaplain  for  the  first  time  or  you  are  a

seasoned leader  looking to  deepen your
pract ice,  let  th is  manual  be  your
companion. Use it, adapt it, and share it
generously. In doing so, you will honor the
sacrifices  of  our  veterans,  support  the
resilience  of  our  military  families,  and
uphold the highest ideals of the American
Legion Auxiliary. The work of a chaplain is
quiet,  often  unseen,  but  profoundly
meaningful.  With  the  right  tools  and  a
willing  heart,  you  can  make  an  eternal
difference  in  the  lives  of  those  you  are
called  to  serve.


