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Those Were The Days Sheet Music

The Enduring Appeal
of "Those Were The
Days" Sheet Music

Few  songs  capture  the  bittersweet
ache  of  nostalgia  quite  like  "Those
Were the Days." Originally a Russian
romance titled Dorogoi Dlinnoyu, the

song  was  transformed  into  an
international  hit  by Mary Hopkin in
1968. That iconic recording, produced
by Paul McCartney, turned a simple
melody  into  a  global  anthem  for
looking back at life’s golden moments.
Decades later, the demand for Those
Were  The  Days  sheet  music
remains  remarkab ly  s t rong .
Musicians of all levels—from hobbyist



pianists  to  seasoned  vocalists—seek
out  this  piece  to  evoke  its  gentle,
r e f l e c t i v e  m o o d .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive guide, we will explore
the  history  behind  the  music,  the
various  sheet  music  arrangements
available,  tips  for  finding  the  right
version, and how to approach playing
this timeless classic.

Why "Those Were The
Days" Continues to
Resonate

The power of "Those Were the Days"
lies in its universal theme. The lyrics,

written  by  Gene  Raskin,  speak  of
youthful dreams, lost innocence, and
the comforting act of reminiscing with
old friends. The melody, derived from
a Russian folk song, carries a lilt that
feels  both  melancholy  and uplifting.
This  emotional  duality  makes  it  a
f a v o r i t e  f o r  v o c a l i s t s  a n d
instrumentalists who want to connect
deeply with their audience.

For  musicians,  having  the  correct
Those Were The Days sheet music
is  essential  to  capturing  that
authentic  sound.  Whether  you  are
playing a solo piano version, a vocal
lead sheet with guitar chords, or a full
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ensemble  arrangement,  the  right
notation ensures you stay true to the
song’s  character.  Because  the  song
has  been  recorded  by  countless
art ists—from  Dol ly  Parton  to
D a l i d a — t h e r e  a r e  m a n y
interpretations.  The  sheet  music
industry  has  responded  with
numerous  editions,  each  tailored  to
different instruments and skill levels.

Understanding the
Different Types of

Sheet Music Available

When searching for Those Were The
Days  sheet  music ,  you  w i l l
encounter  several  distinct  formats.
Knowing  the  differences  helps  you
select  the  perfect  edition  for  your
needs.

Piano Solo and Vocal with
Piano Accompaniment

The most common sheet music format
is the piano/vocal arrangement. This
version  includes  the  melody  line,
lyrics,  and  a  piano  accompaniment



that  supports  the  singer.  Many
beginner  to  intermediate  pianists
prefer  these  editions  because  they
simplify the original recording’s lush
orchestration into something playable
by  a  single  performer.  Look  for
editions that clearly mark the verse-
chorus  structure  and  indicate
dynamic  changes  to  match  Mary
Hopkin’s  iconic  phrasing.

Lead Sheets and Chord
Charts

For  guitarists  or  ukulele  players,  a
lead sheet is often the best choice. A
lead sheet contains the melody, lyrics,

and  chord  symbols  above  the  staff.
This allows you to accompany yourself
or  others  while  adding  your  own
rhythmic flair. Many folk and acoustic
renditions of "Those Were the Days"
r e l y  o n  s i m p l e  c h o r d
progressions—often  in  the  key  of  D
major  or  C  ma jor—making  i t
accessible  for  players  who  are
comfortable with basic open chords.

Instrumental Solo
Arrangements

If you play a melody instrument such
as flute, violin, or saxophone, you can
find instrumental  solo  versions  with
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piano  accompaniment.  These  pieces
strip away the lyrics and focus on the
beautiful,  flowing  melody.  Some
a d v a n c e d  e d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e
ornamentation  and  variations  that
echo  the  style  of  classical  or  jazz
interpretations.

Ensemble and Choral
Arrangements

School choirs, community groups, and
barbershop  quartets  frequently
perform  "Those  Were  the  Days."
Choral  sheet  music  exists  in  SATB
(soprano, alto, tenor, bass), SSA, and
TTBB  formats.  These  arrangements

often incorporate harmonies that add
depth and richness, making the song
shine in a group setting. If you are a
choir director, look for editions with a
piano reduction for rehearsals.

Where to Find
Authentic Those Were
The Days Sheet Music

Finding  reliable  sheet  music  has
never been easier, but the quality and
accuracy  vary  widely.  Here  are  the
most trustworthy sources for Those
Were The Days sheet music.



Digital Sheet Music Retailers
– Websites like Musicnotes,
Sheet Music Plus, and Virtual
Sheet Music offer instant
downloads. You can preview the
first page, choose the key, and
often transpose the piece
digitally. These platforms verify
licensing, so you get legal,
accurate notation.
Online Marketplaces – Amazon
and eBay occasionally have
physical copies of vintage sheet
music. If you want a nostalgic
reproduction of the original
1968 release, these can be a
treasure. However, check the

condition and edition carefully.
Library Archives – Many public
and university libraries maintain
sheet music collections. You can
borrow or photocopy editions
that are in the public domain.
Note that the English lyrics are
still under copyright, so only
certain arrangements may be
free.
Music Publishing Houses –
The official publisher for the
English version is Schroder
Music Co. or Northern Songs.
Visit their catalogs to find
authorized editions.
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Tips for Choosing the
Right Version for Your
Skill Level

Do  not  get  overwhelmed  by  the
number of options. Here is a practical
guide to matching Those Were The
Days sheet music with your abilities.

Beginner Piano Players

Look  for  easy  piano  arrangements
with  large  notes,  minimal  hand
position changes, and simplified left-
hand  patterns.  Avoid  versions  that
demand fast arpeggios or wide jumps.

Many publishers include a "Big Note"
edition  that  uses  only  quarter  and
eighth notes. Practice the right-hand
melody  first,  then  add  the  chords
slowly.

Intermediate Guitarists

Choose  a  lead  sheet  with  standard
chord diagrams. The song uses chords
like G, C, D, Em, and Am. If you are
comfortable with barre chords, try a
version in the key of D (with Bm and
F#m).  For fingerstyle  players,  some
arrangements  include  picking
patterns  written  in  tablature
alongside  standard  notation.



Singers and Vocalists

Pay  attention  to  the  key.  Mary
Hopkin’s  original  recording  is  in  D
major,  which  suits  a  mezzo-soprano
range. If you have a lower or higher
voice, look for transpositions. Digital
shops  allow you  to  change  the  key
instantly.  Also,  verify that the lyrics
are  printed  clearly  and  that  the
phrasing  aligns  with  the  natural
rhythm  of  the  words.

Learning to Play

"Those Were the Days"
– Musical Insights

Beyond  simply  reading  the  notes,
understanding  the  song’s  structure
will  elevate your performance.  Here
are some musical  elements to focus
on when working with Those Were
The Days sheet music.

Tempo and Feel – The song is
typically played at a moderate
waltz-like tempo (3/4 time).
However, many modern versions
use a gentle 4/4 feel. Check the
time signature at the top of your
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sheet. The original arrangement
has a swaying rhythmic pulse
that should feel like a gentle
reminiscence, not a rush.
Dynamics – The piece moves
from soft, intimate verses to a
slightly fuller chorus. Markings
like mp (mezzo-piano) and mf
(mezzo-forte) guide you. The
emotional climax often happens
on the line “Those were the
days, my friend.” Let the volume
grow naturally.
Accompaniment Style – In
piano versions, the left hand
often uses broken chords
(arpeggios) rather than block

chords. This creates a flowing,
nostalgic texture. Practice hands
separately until the broken
pattern becomes automatic.
Ornamentation – Some
advanced sheet music includes
slight grace notes or turns
before certain notes. These are
optional but add a folk-like
charm. Listen to recordings by
the Millennial Choirs &
Orchestras or Mary Hopkin
herself to get phrasing ideas.



Popular Arrangements
and Notable

Recordings

If  you  want  to  explore  different
flavors  of  the  song,  consider  these
notable  renditions  and  the  sheet
music  that  corresponds  to  them.

Mary Hopkin’s 1968 Original
– The definitive version. Its sheet
music is widely available and
features the iconic orchestral
intro by Richard Hewson. This is
the standard many musicians
aim to replicate.

Dolly Parton’s Country
Version – Recorded for her
2005 album Those Were the
Days, Dolly’s arrangement adds
bluegrass instrumentation. The
sheet music often includes banjo
rolls and fiddle licks.
Dalida’s French Version –
Titled “Le temps des fleurs,” this
adaptation has its own distinct
charm. Bilingual sheet music
exists for singers who want to
perform both languages.
Instrumental Jazz Versions –
Many contemporary jazz groups
have turned the song into a
swing or bossa nova. Look for
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sheet music that includes chord
extensions (7ths, 9ths) and
walking bass lines.

Legal Considerations
and Copyright

It  is  important  to  use  legitimate
Those Were The Days sheet music
to respect the work of the composers
and  lyricists.  The  melody  (by  Boris
Fomin)  is  in  the  public  domain  in
many countries, but the English lyrics
by Gene Raskin and the specific 1968
arrangement  are  protected  by
copyright.  Always  purchase  from

authorized retailers or use materials
that are explicitly licensed for reuse.
If  you are arranging the song for a
public performance, you may need a
mechanical  or  performance  license.
For  educational  and  personal  use,
most  digital  purchases  include  a
single-use  license.

Conclusion

"Those Were the Days" is more than a
song;  it  is  a  sentimental  journey.
Whether  you  are  learning  it  for  a
family gathering, a choir concert, or
simply  to  play  at  home,  the  right
Those Were The Days sheet music



is  your  gateway  to  capturing  its
magic.  By choosing an arrangement
that  matches  your  ski l l  level ,
practicing  the  characteristic  tempo
and  dynamics,  and  sourcing  your
music  from  reputable  distributors,

you  will  be  able  to  perform  this
classic with authenticity and heart. As
the final  chord fades,  you and your
listeners will indeed be reminded that
t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  d a y s  w o r t h
remembering.


