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Espn 30 For 30 Dvd

Introduction:
The Enduring
Appeal of the
ESPN 30 for 30
DVD Collection

When  ESPN  launched
the  30  for  30  series  in
2009  to  celebrate  its
30th  anniversary,  few
could have predicted the
cultural  phenomenon  it
would become. Over the
years,  the  series  has
produced  some  of  the
most  compelling  sports
documentaries  ever
made,  covering  iconic
moments,  forgotten
stories, and controversial
figures  with  depth  and

artistry.  For  fans  who
w a n t  t o  o w n  t h e s e
stories permanently,  the
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
collections  remain  a
cherished  format.  In  an
a g e  o f  s t r e a m i n g ,
physical  media  like  the
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
offers  reliability,  bonus
features,  and a tangible
connection to the stories
we  love.  This  article
explores  the  history,
standout  releases,  and
the lasting value  of  the
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
line,  helping you decide
which  sets  belong  on
your  shelf.



The Birth of a
Documentary

Empire

The  30  for  30  series
b e g a n  a s  a
commemorative  project.
E S P N  i n v i t e d  3 0
filmmakers to create 30
documentaries  about
spor ts  s tor ies  that
resonated  with  them.
T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a n
eclectic mix of narratives
ranging from the rise of
the  Fab  Five  in  college
basketball  to  the  tragic
downfall  of  boxer  Mike
Tyson. The series quickly
became  a  critical  and
commercial  success,
winning  multiple  Emmy
awards  and  sparking  a
new golden age of sports
documentaries.  As  the
series  expanded  with
new volumes and “30 for
30 Shorts,” demand for a
permanent,  high-quality

format  grew.  That’s
when the first ESPN 30
for  30  DVD  box  sets
appeared,  allowing  fans
to  binge-watch  without
buffering  or  licensing
restrictions.

Why Physical
Media Still Matters

Streaming  services  may
d o m i n a t e  t o d a y ’ s
entertainment landscape,
but the ESPN 30 for 30
DVD  of fers  dist inct
advantages .  F i r s t ,
ownership: when you buy
the DVD set, you own the
content forever—no need
to worry about  a  movie
being  removed  from  a
platform. Second,  bonus
features: many ESPN 30
for  30  DVD  releases
i n c l u d e  d i r e c t o r
commentaries,  extended
interviews,  and  behind-
the-scenes  footage  not
available  on  streaming.
Third,  video  and  audio
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quality:  a  well-pressed
DVD provides consistent
b i t r a t e ,  f r e e  f r o m
internet  compression.
For  collectors  and  true
sports history buffs,  the
ESPN 30 for 30 DVD is
more than a disc—it’s a
time capsule.

Exploring the
Key ESPN 30
for 30 DVD
Volumes

ESPN released the 30 for
30  franchise  in  several
DVD  vo lumes,  each
containing  multiple
documentaries. Here are
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant collections.

Volume 1: The
Foundation

The  first  ESPN 30 for
30  DVD  co l lect ion,
r e l e a s e d  i n  2 0 1 0 ,

included the original  30
films. Highlights include
The Band That Wouldn’t
Die, about the Baltimore
C o l t s ’  m o v e  t o
Indianapolis;  June  17th,
1 9 9 4 ,  a  r e a l - t i m e
chronicle  of  a  day  in
sports; and The Birth of
B i g  A i r ,  f e a t u r i n g
skateboard  legend  Mat
Hoffman.  This  set  is
essential  for  any  fan,
covering everything from
boxing  to  soccer  to  the
physics  of  football.  The
packaging  itself  is  a
collector’s  item,  with
each  disc  featuring
unique cover art. Finding
an  original  Volume  1
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
s e t  t o d a y  c a n  b e  a
rewarding  scavenger
hunt.

Volume 2:
Expanding the



Narrative

Following the success of
the  f i r s t  se t ,  ESPN
released  Volume  2,
which added another ten
films.  Among  them  are
classics  like  Into  the
Wind,  about Terry Fox’s
Marathon  of  Hope,  and
The Guru of Go, profiling
basketball  coach  Paul
Westhead.  This  volume
a l s o  i n c l u d e s  N o
Crossover:  The  Trial  of
Allen Iverson, a powerful
look at race, justice, and
sports. The ESPN 30 for
30 DVD Volume 2 often
features improved menu
navigation and subtitles,
making it a solid addition
to any library. Many fans
consider  this  set  the
turning point where the
series  truly  found  its
voice.

Volume 3 and

Beyond: The
Modern Era

As the series grew, ESPN
released  subsequent
volumes  covering  films
from  the  late  2010s.
Vo lume  3  i nc ludes
Muhammad  Ali :  The
People’s  Champ,  Broke
(about athlete finances),
and  Elway  to  Marino,
which  follows  the  1983
N F L  d r a f t .  L a t e r
volumes,  including  the
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
sets  for  the  “Soccer
Stories”  and  “The  Two
Escobars”  specials,
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
franchise’s global reach.
These  later  collections
often  come  in  slimmer
packaging  but  maintain
t h e  s a m e  h i g h
production  value.
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Standalone
DVD Releases:
The Gems of

the Collection

Beyond  the  anthology
s e t s ,  s e v e r a l
documentaries  received
standalone ESPN 30 for
30 DVD releases. These
are perfect for fans who
only want a specific film
o r  w a n t  t o  o w n  a
masterpiece individually.
Notable  standalone
releases  include:

The Fab Five – A
deep dive into the
Michigan
Wolverines
basketball team
that changed the
game.
Once Brothers –
The heart-
wrenching story of
Yugoslavian
basketball players

torn apart by war.
The U – The rise
and culture of the
University of Miami
football program.
You Don’t Know
Bo – The legend of
Bo Jackson and his
impact on sports
and culture.
Survive and
Advance – The
incredible story of
NC State’s 1983
NCAA
championship run
under Jim Valvano.

Each of these standalone
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
discs  typically  includes
the same bonus features
found  in  the  box  sets,
making  them  a  cost-
effective way to build a
custom collection.

The Collector’s



Market for
ESPN 30 for 30

DVD

Since  many  ESPN  30
for 30 DVD sets are out
o f  pr in t ,  they  have
b e c o m e  d e s i r a b l e
collector’s  items.  Prices
vary  depend ing  on
condition,  rarity,  and
whether the set includes
the  original  packaging
and  inserts.  Volume  1,
for  example,  often  sells
for  between  $80  and
$150  on  secondary
markets like eBay. Later
volumes,  which  had
higher print runs, can be
found  for  $30  to  $60.
S t a n d a l o n e  d i s c s
typically range from $10
to $25. If you’re building
a  complete  library,  it’s
w i s e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r
bundles or “buy it now”
listings  from  reputable
sellers. Always check for

region coding—ESPN 30
for 30 DVD releases are
usually Region 1 (North
America) ,  but  some
imports  exist.

How to Verify
Authenticity

With  popularity  comes
counterfeits.  Genuine
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
sets  have  holographic
logos  on  the  disc  hubs,
official  ISBN  or  UPC
codes,  and  high-quality
artwork that matches the
ESPN  store  images.
Avoid discs that come in
plain  packaging  with
blurry  labels.  Many
authent ic  sets  a lso
include  a  booklet  or
insert  with  episode
listings  and  production
notes.  When  in  doubt,
p u r c h a s e  f r o m
authorized  retailers  or
well-rated  resellers  who
p r o v i d e  c l e a r
photographs.
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Why You
Should Still
Buy the ESPN
30 for 30 DVD
Today

Streaming services offer
convenience,  but  they
don’t  offer  permanence.
The  ESPN  30  for  30
DVD  ensures  you  can
w a t c h  t h e s e
documentaries  anytime,
even during an internet
outage.  Plus,  physical
media  often  includes
exclusive  content  that
enriches the experience.
For example, the 30 for
30: The Complete Series
DVD box  set  (a  limited
release) includes a bonus
disc  with  f i lmmaker
roundtables  and deleted
scenes.  That  kind  of
m a t e r i a l  i s  r a r e l y
avai lable  on  digital
platforms.

Additionally,  the  ESPN
30  for  30  DVD  i s  a
fantastic  gift  for  sports
fans.  It’s  a  carefully
curated  collection  that
o f f e r s  h o u r s  o f
enter ta inment  and
education.  Whether
you’re a casual viewer or
a  hardcore  historian,
these  documentaries
reveal the human side of
sports that goes beyond
scores and stats.

How to Care
for Your ESPN
30 for 30 DVD
Collection

To keep your ESPN 30
for  30  DVD  discs  in
pristine condition, follow
these tips:

Store discs in their1.
original cases to
avoid scratches.
Keep the cases2.



away from direct
sunlight and heat.
Clean discs with a3.
soft, lint-free cloth
from the center
outward.
Never use abrasive4.
cleaners or paper
towels.
If a disc becomes5.
unplayable, try a
disc repair service
before replacing it.

Many  collectors  also
recommend  digitizing
their  ESPN 30  for  30
D V D  c o n t e n t  f o r
personal backup, but be
sure to respect copyright
laws.

The Future of
ESPN 30 for 30
on Physical
Media

As  of  2025,  ESPN  has
not  announced  new

ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
volumes  for  the  latest
batch  of  documentaries,
such  as  those  on  O.J.
S i m p s o n ,  L a n c e
Armstrong,  or  the  2015
Deflategate  story.  Some
films  are  only  available
for digital purchase or on
t h e  E S P N +  a p p .
However,  due  to  loyal
fan  demand,  there  is
always a possibility that
a  limited-edition  Blu-ray
or  DVD  set  could  be
released  in  the  future.
For  now,  the  existing
ESPN 30  for  30  DVD
releases remain the best
way  to  own  the  early
hallmark  years  of  this
transformative  series.

Conclusion: A
Timeless
Investment in
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Sports
Storytelling

The  ESPN  30  for  30
DVD  collection  is  more
than  a  bunch of  plastic
discs—it’s  a  curated
museum  o f  modern
sports  history.  Each
documentary  captures  a
moment  that  shaped
athletics,  culture,  and
even  society.  Whether
you ’ re  rev i s i t ing  a
f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  o r
discovering  a  new  one,
owning the ESPN 30 for

3 0  D V D  g i v e s  y o u
unrestricted  access  to
these  masterpieces.
While  the  world  moves
toward  digital -only
consumption,  holding  a
physical  copy  of  these
f i l m s  f e e l s  l i k e
preserving a piece of the
p a s t — a n d  t h a t ’ s
s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h
collecting.  So  whether
you  hunt  down  a  rare
Volume 1 set or pick up a
standalone  copy  of  The
U,  you’re  investing  in
great  storytelling  that
will never go out of style.


