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The Sword Of Truth Series List

Introduction to a World of
Magic and Conflict

Few epic fantasy series have captured the
imagination  of  readers  quite  like  Terry
Goodkind's sprawling saga, The Sword of
Truth. Beginning with the iconic Wizard's
First Rule in 1994, this series has grown
into  a  monumental  pillar  of  modern
fantasy  literature,  spanning  decades,
multiple  continents  within  its  fictional
world,  and  a  profound  exploration  of
philosophical  themes.  For  both  new
readers looking to start the journey and
seasoned fans wanting to revisit the path,
understanding  The  Sword  Of  Truth
Series  List  is  essential.  This  article
provides  a  complete,  detailed  guide  to
every major novel in the series, along with
its connected works, all presented in clear,
chronological  order.  Whether  you  are
drawn  to  the  tortured  hero  Richard
Cypher,  the  powerful  Mother  Confessor
Kahlan Amnell,  or the complex magic of
the underworld,  this  guide will  help you
navigate the entire saga from beginning to
end.

A Brief Overview of Terry
Goodkind's Masterwork

Before  diving  into  the  complete  The
Sword Of Truth Series List, it is helpful
to  understand  the  scope  of  the  world
Goodkind created. The series is set in the
Midlands and the land of D'Hara, realms
divided  by  magic  and  fear.  The  central
narrative  follows  Richard  Rahl  (formerly
Cypher) as he discovers his destiny as the
Seeker of Truth, a wielder of the legendary

Sword of Truth. Alongside Kahlan Amnell,
the last Mother Confessor, and a cast of
memorable allies like the mage Zeddicus
Zu'l  Zorander and the fierce warrior Cara,
Richard must confront oppressive regimes,
ancient evils, and the dark magic of the
Imperial Order. The series is known for its
intense action, intricate political intrigue,
and  deep  philosophical  debates  about
freedom, choice, and the nature of evil. It
also  became  the  basis  for  the  popular
television  adaptation  Legend  of  the
Seeker, which introduced the story to an
even wider audience.

The Core Series: The Main
Sequence of Novels

The  backbone  of  the  saga  consists  of
eleven  primary  novels,  plus  a  prequel
novella  that  is  considered  essential
reading.  This  is  the definitive  The Sword
Of Truth Series List in publication and
chronological  order.  Each  book  builds
upon the last, forming a continuous, epic
narrative  that  concludes  with  the  final
novel,  Warheart.

Wizard's First Rule (1994) – The1.
book that started it all. Richard
Cypher, a simple woodsman, meets
Kahlan Amnell and is thrust into a
war against the evil mage Darken
Rahl. He learns the first and most
important rule of magic: people are
stupid. Given proper motivation,
almost anyone will believe almost
anything.
Stone of Tears (1995) – Richard is2.
now the Lord Rahl and the Seeker,
but his troubles are far from over.
He must prevent the magical



boundary known as the Sliph from
collapsing, while Kahlan faces the
daunting task of uniting the
fractured Midlands.
Blood of the Fold (1996) – The3.
Blood of the Fold, a fanatical army,
threatens to destroy all magic.
Richard and Kahlan must fight a
desperate war while trapped in the
Old World, facing betrayal and
impossible odds.
Temple of the Winds (1997) – A4.
magical plague is unleashed upon
the world, and Richard must journey
to the Temple of the Winds, a place
of immense power and ancient
secrets, to find a cure. This novel is
a turning point in the series, marked
by deep personal sacrifice.
Soul of the Fire (1999) – The Chain5.
of Fire threatens the existence of
magic itself. Richard and Kahlan
must travel to Anderith, a kingdom
where the choice to accept or reject
the Imperial Order will determine
the fate of the world.
Faith of the Fallen (2000) –6.
Captured and sent to the heart of
the Old World, Richard is forced to
live under the tyranny of the
Imperial Order. He uses his skills not
as a warrior, but as a creator, to
inspire a rebellion through art and
leadership. This is widely considered
one of the most philosophical novels
in the series.
The Pillars of Creation (2001) – A7.
new threat emerges from an
unexpected source. The story splits
focus, introducing new characters
while Richard and Kahlan face the
sinister threat of the Chimes,
magical beings that drain life from
the world.
Naked Empire (2003) – The8.
Imperial Order continues its
advance. Richard is poisoned and

must find a cure within the
mysterious land of the Bandakar, a
people who have renounced all
forms of violence and property,
forcing Richard to confront the limits
of pacifism.
Chainfire (2005) – A devastating9.
event occurs: Kahlan is erased from
existence in everyone's mind,
except Richard's. This novel begins
a trilogy-within-the-series as Richard
desperately tries to prove she exists
and uncover the dark magic that has
stolen her.
Phantom (2006) – The direct10.
continuation of Chainfire. Richard
continues his quest to restore
Kahlan's existence, while the forces
of the Imperial Order and the
magical threat of the Chainfire spell
grow ever more dangerous.
Confessor (2007) – The climax of11.
the entire eleven-book series. All
threads converge in a final,
spectacular battle for the fate of the
world. Richard must make the
ultimate choice, and the
consequences change the nature of
magic forever.

The Prequel and Novellas

In  addition to the main sequence,  Terry
Goodkind  wrote  a  prequel  novella  that
provides crucial  backstory for the world.
This work is  often included in guides to
The Sword Of Truth Series List  as it
enriches the reading experience.

Debt of Bones (1998, later
expanded and published as a
standalone novel in 2020) – This
novella is set decades before
Wizard's First Rule. It tells the story
of a young Zeddicus Zu'l Zorander
and a desperate woman named
Abby, who seeks his help to prevent
a war. It explores the origins of the
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boundaries and sets the stage for
the entire saga.

The Extended Universe: The
Children of D'Hara Series

For  years  after  the  conclusion  of
Confessor,  fans  believed  the  story  of
Richard  and  Kahlan  was  complete.
However,  in  2019,  Terry  Goodkind
announced a new series, The Children of
D'Hara,  which is  a direct  sequel  to the
main  saga.  This  series  consists  of  five
novella-length installments that were later
compiled  into  a  single  volume.  For  a
complete  and  updated  The  Sword  Of
Truth  Series  List ,  these  must  be
included.

The Scribbly Man (2019) – Richard1.
and Kahlan face a new threat: a
mysterious predator that kills people
by scratching their name into a list
before they die.
Hateful Things (2019) – The2.
danger grows as the enemy
becomes clearer. Richard must use
his wits and magic to protect his
family and the new generation of
gifted individuals.
Wasteland (2019) – The world3.
outside the People's Palace is
changing, and a new wasteland is
spreading. Richard and Kahlan must
venture into dangerous territory to
find answers.
Witch's Oath (2020) – Ancient4.
oaths and dark magic collide. The
stakes are higher than ever as the
fate of the D'Haran people hangs in
the balance.
A Mother's Confession (2020) –5.
The conclusion to the Children of
D'Hara arc. Richard and Kahlan must
make their final stand against an
enemy that threatens to undo
everything they have built.

All  five  installments  were  collected  and
published as a single novel titled Children
of D'Hara in 2021. This is now considered
the twelfth novel in the overall saga.

The Richard and Kahlan Series

After  the  Children  of  D'Hara,  Goodkind
continued the story with a new novel that
is set after that series. This is sometimes
considered a separate entry point, but it is
part of the same continuous timeline.

The Law of Nines (2009) – While
this novel is set in our modern
world, it is directly connected to The
Sword of Truth universe. It follows
Alex Rahl, a descendant of Richard
Rahl, who discovers his connection
to the magical world and must fight
to protect a powerful book. It serves
as a bridge between the original
series and the later sequels.

Why the Series Order Matters

Understanding  The  Sword  Of  Truth
Series List in the correct order is vital for
several  reasons.  The  series  features  a
continuous,  serialized  plot  where  each
novel  directly  follows  the  events  of  the
previous  one.  Character  development  is
cumulative,  and  major  world-changing
events  in  one  book  have  las t ing
consequences in  the next.  For  example,
the  events  of  Chainfire  and  Phantom  are
essentially  one long story  split  into  two
volumes, and reading them out of order
would  cause  significant  confusion.
Additionally,  thematic  arcs  regarding
freedom, magic, and human nature build
upon  one  another.  The  philosophical
debates that begin in Wizard's First Rule
reach their full expression in Faith of the
Fallen  and Confessor.  Skipping books or
reading  them  out  of  sequence  would
diminish the impact of these themes.



Reading Order
Recommendations

Based  on  the  complete  The Sword Of
Truth  Ser ies  L i s t ,  he re  i s  t he
recommended  reading  order  for  a  first-
time  reader:

Debt of Bones (Prequel) – Can be1.
read first or after Wizard's First Rule.
Wizard's First Rule – Book 12.
Stone of Tears – Book 23.
Blood of the Fold – Book 34.
Temple of the Winds – Book 45.
Soul of the Fire – Book 56.
Faith of the Fallen – Book 67.
The Pillars of Creation – Book 78.
Naked Empire – Book 89.
Chainfire – Book 910.
Phantom – Book 1011.
Confessor – Book 1112.
The Law of Nines – Standalone13.
bridge novel
Children of D'Hara (collected14.
edition) – Sequel series

Some  readers  prefer  to  read  Debt  of
Bones  after  Wizard's  First  Rule  to  avoid
minor  spoilers,  but  it  works  well  as  an
introduction to the world.

Themes and Impact of the

Series

The  enduring  appeal  of  The Sword of
Truth lies not only in its action and magic
but in its powerful themes. Goodkind was
heavily  influenced  by  Objectivist
philosophy,  and  the  series  consistently
champions  individualism,  reason,  and
personal responsibility. The Imperial Order
serves as a stark allegory for collectivism
and  totalitarianism,  while  Richard  Rahl
embodies the ideal  of  the rational  hero.
This  philosophical  depth  gives  the  The
Sword Of  Truth Series  List  a  weight
that  elevates  it  above  typical  fantasy
adventure.  The  series  has  sold  over  25
million  copies  worldwide  and  has  been
translated into more than 20 languages.
Its  impact  on  the  fantasy  genre  is
undeniable,  inspiring  a  generation  of
writers and readers to look for meaning as
well as magic in their epic tales.

Concluding Thoughts on the
Complete Saga

In summary, The Sword Of Truth Series
List  is  a  rich,  complex,  and  rewarding
collection  of  novels  that  offers  an
immersive  reading  experience  like  no
other.  From the humble beginnings of a
woodsman in Westland to the earth-shat


