
Ee Cummings Love Poems I Carry Your Heart With Me

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Lilianna & Sutton • Books are a uniquely portable
magic. • Page 1

Ee Cummings Love Poems I
Carry Your Heart With Me

Introduction: The Unbreakable Bond in
Cummings’ Masterpiece

Among the vast landscape of modern love poetry, few verses have captured the
essence of an indivisible connection as powerfully as Ee Cummings Love Poems I
Carry Your Heart With Me.  This  iconic  piece,  officially  titled “[i  carry your heart
with  me(i  carry  it  in]”  from  his  1952  collection  Xaipe:  Seventy-One  Poems,
transcends  time  and  genre  to  become a  universal  expression  of  complete,  unified
love.  Cummings,  known for  his  playful  syntax,  unconventional  punctuation,  and



profound emotional depth, delivers here a poem that is both intimate and cosmic—a
declaration that the beloved is not merely carried but woven into the very fabric of
the self. In this article, we will explore the artistic genius behind this poem, dissect
its layers of meaning, and understand why it remains a cornerstone of love poetry
today.

The Unconventional Genius of E.E.
Cummings

Before diving into the poem itself, it is essential to appreciate the poet behind it.
Edward Estlin Cummings (1894–1962) was a radical modernist who broke nearly
every  rule  of  conventional  poetry.  He  rejected  capital  letters,  used  eccentric
spacing,  and  invented  words  to  create  a  visual  and  auditory  experience  that
mirrored the spontaneity of emotion. His love poems, in particular, are celebrated
for their raw vulnerability and abstract yet precise language. Cummings believed
that love was the ultimate force—capable of defying logic, time, and even death.
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This philosophy radiates from every line of i carry your heart with me, making it a
quintessential example of his craft.

Why This Poem Stands Out Among Cummings’ Work

Cummings  wrote  dozens  of  love  poems,  but  none  have  achieved  the  cultural
resonance of this one. Its appeal lies in its paradoxical simplicity and complexity. On
the surface, it is a straightforward declaration: I carry your heart with me, always.
But beneath that lie layers of meaning about the nature of unity, the dissolution of
boundaries between lovers, and the transcendence of physical space. The poem’s
structure—with  its  lack  of  traditional  punctuation  and  its  circular,  breathless
rhythm—forces the reader to experience the emotional urgency. It is not a poem to
be analyzed from a distance; it is a poem to be felt with the whole being.

Analyzing “i carry your heart with me(i carry



it in”

Let us now turn to the poem itself. Below is the full text (with line breaks preserved
for clarity), followed by a careful analysis of its language, form, and themes.

i carry your heart with me(i carry it in
my heart) i am never without it(anywhere
i go you go,my dear; and whatever is done
by only me is your doing,my darling)
i fear
no fate(for you are my fate,my sweet)i want
no world(for beautiful you are my world,my true)
and it's you are whatever a moon has always meant
and whatever a sun will always sing is you
here is the deepest secret nobody knows
(here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud
and the sky of the sky of a tree called life;which grows
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higher than soul can hope or mind can hide)
and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart
i carry your heart(i carry it in my heart)

The Intimate Grammar of Love

The  first  thing  that  strikes  a  reader  is  the  absence  of  conventional  punctuation.
Cummings  uses  parentheses  to  create  an  effect  of  breathless,  whispered  asides.
The phrase “i carry your heart with me(i carry it in my heart)” is not a statement of
possession but of incorporation. The beloved’s heart is not carried as an external
object;  it  is  nested within  the speaker’s  own heart.  This  implies  a  merging of
identities—a theme central to many of Ee Cummings Love Poems I Carry Your
Heart With Me.  The parentheses function like embraces, containing the secret
within a secret.

Notice also the lowercase “i”.  Cummings famously used the lowercase personal
pronoun to signify humility and a rejection of ego. In this poem, the speaker is not a
grand “I”  but  a  small  self,  humbled  by  love.  Yet  paradoxically,  the  small  self



contains the entire universe of the beloved.

The Cosmic Scale of Devotion

Cummings elevates personal love to a cosmic dimension. Phrases like “you are
whatever a moon has always meant” and “whatever a sun will always sing” connect
the beloved to the natural cycles of day and night, light and shadow. The moon and
sun are ancient symbols of constancy and change, and here they are redefined by
the  beloved’s  presence.  This  is  not  hyperbole  for  effect;  it  is  a  sincere  attempt  to
articulate a love so vast that it redefines reality itself.

The line “here is the deepest secret nobody knows” introduces a mystical element.
What is this secret? Cummings never states it explicitly, but the poem suggests it is
the knowledge that love is the fundamental force holding the universe together. The
“root of the root” and “bud of the bud” evoke organic life—the source from which all
growth emerges.  Love is  not  just  an emotion;  it  is  the generative principle  of
existence.
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Themes That Resonate Across Generations

Why  does  this  poem  continue  to  be  shared  at  weddings,  quoted  in  films,  and
tattooed on skin? Because it addresses universal human longings in a language that
feels both personal and eternal. Let’s examine the core themes.

Unity and Interdependence

The central theme is the dissolution of boundaries between two people. The speaker
declares that wherever he goes, his beloved goes; whatever he does, she does. This
is not a possessive claim but a statement of inseparability. In an age that often
celebrates independence, Cummings offers a vision of interdependence where love
does not diminish the self but enlarges it. The beloved becomes his fate, his world,
his entire frame of reference.



Fearlessness and Trust

The line “i fear / no fate(for you are my fate,my sweet)i want / no world(for beautiful
you are my world,my true)” turns conventional  anxiety on its  head.  Instead of
fearing an unknown future, the speaker embraces it because the beloved is that
future. This is a profound expression of trust—the kind that allows one to surrender
to  love  completely.  In  a  world  full  of  uncertainty,  this  poem  offers  a  promise  of
safety.

The Sacredness of the Ordinary

Cummings  also  finds  the  extraordinary  within  the  ordinary.  The  beloved  is  not
compared to celestial bodies in a clichéd way; instead, she is what the moon and
sun mean. Love sacralizes everyday experience. The phrase “the sky of the sky of a
tree  called  life”  suggests  an  infinite  layering  of  reality  where  love  is  the  ultimate
context. Life is not just a tree; it is a tree that grows beyond the limits of soul and
mind.



Ee Cummings Love Poems I Carry Your Heart With Me

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Lilianna & Sutton • Books are a uniquely portable
magic. • Page 9

Poetic Devices and Their Impact

Cummings’ mastery of poetic devices makes this poem a rich text for analysis. Let’s
explore a few key techniques.

Parentheses and the Rush of Emotion

The use of parentheses is not merely stylistic; it mimics the way we whisper secrets
to ourselves and to our beloveds. The interruptions create a sense of urgency and
intimacy, as if the speaker cannot pause long enough to form complete sentences.
This mirrors the breathlessness of being in love.

Repetition and Circular Structure

The poem begins and ends with almost the same line: “i carry your heart with me(i
carry it in my heart)” at the start, and “i carry your heart(i carry it in my heart)” at
the end. This circular structure implies that love is eternal and self-referential—it



has no beginning or end. The slight variation (removing “with me” in the final line)
suggests a deeper internalization. At first, the heart is carried with him; by the end,
it is simply carried in him.

Invented Grammar and Syntax

Cummings bends grammar to serve emotion. For example, “and whatever is done /
by only me is your doing,my darling” uses “by only me” instead of “by me alone,”
creating a subtle emphasis on isolation. The lack of spaces after commas in “my
darling” (as written by Cummings) creates a flowing, connected quality. Every rule
that is broken serves a purpose: to convey the natural, unpolished voice of love.

The Poem in Cultural Context

Ee Cummings Love Poems I Carry Your Heart With Me has become a cultural
touchstone. It appears in popular media such as the 1995 film In the Bedroom and
in  numerous  wedding  ceremonies.  The  poem’s  adaptability  to  different  contexts
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speaks to  its  universality.  It  also  serves as  an entry  point  for  readers  new to
modernist poetry—its emotional accessibility softens the initial shock of Cummings’
unconventional style.

Comparisons to Other Love Poetry

While  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning’s  “How Do  I  Love  Thee?”  or  Pablo  Neruda’s
sonnets express love through enumeration and imagery, Cummings goes further by
dissolving the lover into the speaker’s very identity. His love is not a series of
attributes but a fusion of being. This sets his poem apart as a radical statement of
unity. Similarly, while other poets may describe love as a force, Cummings presents
it as the only reality.

Practical Applications: Why This Poem



Endures

Beyond literary analysis, the poem has real-world resonance. It is often used in
therapy and self-help literature to describe secure attachment in relationships. The
idea that a partner’s heart is carried within one’s own aligns with modern concepts
of emotional safety and co-regulation. Moreover, the poem’s emphasis on “fearing
no fate” has inspired countless people facing distance or difficulty.

How to Read and Share Cummings’ Love Poetry

Reading Cummings aloud is essential. His line breaks and lack of punctuation force
the reader to pause and breathe with the text. When sharing Ee Cummings Love
Poems I Carry Your Heart With Me with a loved one, read it slowly, letting the
parentheses  create  a  hushed,  conspiratorial  tone.  It  is  a  poem  meant  to  be
whispered, not shouted—a private treasure between two hearts.
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Conclusion: The Heart That Carries Us All

In an era of fleeting digital messages and distracted connections, i carry your heart
with me(i carry it in stands as a timeless reminder of what true intimacy can be. E.E.
Cummings gave us more than a poem; he gave us a language for the ineffable—a
way to say that love is not just something we feel but something we become.
Whether you return to this poem on a quiet morning, at a wedding altar, or during a
moment of longing, its power remains undiminished. For in those few, carefully
crafted lines, Cummings shows us that carrying another’s heart is the bravest and
most beautiful act of being human.


