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Cats The Musical On Dvd

Introduction: The Magic of the Jellicle
Tribe at Home

For decades, the phenomenon of Cats The Musical On DVD has allowed
generations of fans to bring the enchanting world of Jellicle cats into their
living rooms. Whether you are a longtime admirer of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
iconic score or a newcomer curious about the tribe’s midnight ballet, owning a
physical  copy  of  this  beloved  theatrical  adaptation  remains  a  treasured
experience.  The DVD format  provides a  tangible  connection to  the lavish
costumes, unforgettable melodies, and the unique choreography that made
“Cats” one of the longest-running musicals in Broadway history. In this article,
we explore the history, features, and enduring appeal of the Cats musical
DVD, and why it still holds a special place in the home media library.



A Brief History of “Cats” – From Stage to
Screen

Before  delving  into  the  specifics  of  the  Cats  The  Musical  On  DVD,  it  is
essential to understand the origins of the production. Based on T.S. Eliot’s “Old
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats,” the musical premiered in London’s West End
in  1981  and  quickly  became  a  global  sensation.  The  original  Broadway
production  opened  in  1982  and  ran  for  an  unprecedented  18  years.  Its
distinctive blend of dance, poetry, and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s memorable
music—including  the  chart-topping  “Memory”—captivated  audiences
worldwide.

The transition from stage to screen for a widely available home video format
took some time. While the musical was performed live for decades, the official
Cats musical DVD  release came in the late 1990s, capturing the original
Broadway production recorded at the Winter Garden Theatre. This recording
was  a  landmark  event,  preserving  the  performances  of  the  original
cast—including the legendary Betty Buckley as Grizabella—in a high-quality
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video format. The DVD release allowed fans who never had the chance to see
the show live to experience the magic, and for those who had, to relive it
endlessly.

What to Expect from “Cats The Musical
On DVD”

When you purchase the Cats The Musical On DVD,  you are not simply
buying a movie; you are acquiring a faithful document of a live theatrical
performance. The DVD presents the show as it was performed on stage, with a
single  camera  (or  sometimes  multiple  cameras)  capturing  the  entire
production from beginning to end. The result is an immersive experience that
makes you feel as though you are sitting in the audience.

Video and Audio Quality

Given that the original recording dates from the late 1990s, the video quality
on  the  Cats  musical  DVD  is  commendable  but  not  high-definition.  The



production values are high, with clear colors and decent contrast that bring
the vibrant Jellicle costumes to life. The audio is presented in both stereo and
Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound, allowing you to appreciate the full orchestral
score and the powerful vocals of the cast. The sound mixing is well-balanced,
ensuring that every “Memory” and the rhythmic tap-dancing of Skimbleshanks
comes through clearly.

Special Features and Extras

One of the joys of owning the Cats The Musical On DVD is the inclusion of
bonus  materials.  While  the  specific  content  may  vary  by  region  and  release
version, most DVDs offer a behind-the-scenes documentary that explores the
creative process behind the musical. You can learn about the costume design,
the choreography by Gillian Lynne, and the challenges of adapting T.S. Eliot’s
poetry  for  the  stage.  Many  releases  also  include  cast  interviews,  photo
galleries, and the original trailer. These extras provide valuable context and
deepen your appreciation for the production.



Cats The Musical On Dvd

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Mora & Mathews • Read more, learn more. •
Page 5

How the DVD Differs from the 2019 Film
Adaptation

A  common  point  of  confusion  is  the  difference  between  the  original  stage
recording on DVD and the 2019 film adaptation directed by Tom Hooper. The
2019 film was a cinematic reimagining with a star-studded cast and extensive
digital  effects,  but  it  received  mixed  reviews  for  its  criticism  of  its  CGI  and
storytelling choices. The Cats The Musical On DVD  of the original stage
version  is  fundamentally  different:  it  is  a  straightforward  recording  of  a  live
performance, without digital tampering, and with the raw energy of the stage
actors.  For purists,  the stage recording is the definitive version that captures
the true spirit of the Jellicle ball. Additionally, the DVD includes the original
stage production’s beloved elements, such as the famous “Rum Tum Tugger”
performance and the moving “Memory” sung by the original Grizabella. If you
want the authentic theatrical experience, the Cats musical DVD is the way to
go.



Why You Should Still Buy “Cats The
Musical On DVD”

In an age of streaming services and digital downloads, you might wonder why
anyone  would  still  purchase  a  DVD.  The  Cats  The  Musical  On  DVD  offers
several distinct advantages. First, ownership: you have a permanent copy that
is not dependent on internet access or subscription fees. Second, the physical
DVD  often  comes  with  collectible  packaging,  including  a  booklet  with
production notes and lyrics. Third, the bonus features are exclusive to the DVD
release—streaming  services  rarely  include  the  same  behind-the-scenes
content. For educators, drama teachers, and theater enthusiasts, having the
Cats musical DVD provides a reliable reference for studying choreography,
staging, and performance styles. Finally, there is the nostalgic pleasure of
inserting a disc, watching the menu screen, and settling in for a timeless show.

Collecting Different Editions

Collectors of Cats The Musical On DVD will find that multiple editions exist,
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including region-specific releases, anniversary editions, and special packaging.
Some DVDs include a bonus disc with additional footage or a “making of”
featurette. There are also releases that include a digital copy. If you are a
serious  fan,  tracking  down  the  original  1998  DVD  release  or  the  20th-
anniversary edition can be a rewarding pursuit. Each version may have slightly
different bonus content or audio options, so reading reviews on Cats musical
DVD collector forums can help you choose the best one for your collection.

The Cultural Legacy of the DVD Release

The  Cats  The  Musical  On  DVD  played  a  significant  role  in  preserving  the
legacy of the show for a new generation. Before widespread internet video,
the DVD was the primary way for audiences outside major theater cities to see
the production. It introduced the Jellicle cats to countless homes worldwide,
inspiring  school  productions,  tribute  performances,  and  a  lasting  love  for
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber’s  music.  Even  after  the  2019  film,  the  original  stage
recording remains the gold standard for fans who prioritize artistic integrity
over high-tech spectacle. The DVD release also ensured that the original cast’s
performances—now historical artifacts—would not be lost to time.



Tips for Getting the Most Out of Your
“Cats” DVD Experience

To fully enjoy your Cats The Musical On DVD, consider these tips:

Set the mood: Dim the lights, turn up the surround sound, and let
yourself be transported to the junkyard where the Jellicle ball takes
place.
Read the program notes: Many DVD booklets contain T.S. Eliot’s
original poems and background on the characters. Reading them
beforehand can enhance your understanding of each cat’s personality.
Watch with subtitles: Because the lyrics are fast and sometimes sung
with complex meter, enabling subtitles can help you catch every witty
line.
Explore the bonus features: Don’t skip the documentary. It offers
fascinating insight into the costume construction—especially the cats’
wigs and makeup—and the rigorous dance rehearsals.
Host a viewing party: Share the Cats musical DVD with friends who
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have never seen it. The show’s open structure and lack of conventional
plot can spark interesting discussions about theatrical storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions About “Cats
The Musical On DVD”

Is the DVD the same as the pro-shot?

Yes,  the Cats The Musical  On DVD  is  the professional  stage recording
(commonly  called  a  “pro-shot”)  filmed on the  original  Broadway set  with  the
original or near-original cast. It is not a film version but a live capture.

Does the DVD include subtitles?

Most  releases  include  English  subtitles  for  the  hearing  impaired.  Some
versions  also  offer  Spanish  or  French  subtitles.  Check  the  packaging  to
confirm.



Can I find a Blu-ray version?

The original stage recording has never been officially released on Blu-ray. The
highest quality home video format is DVD. However, the 2019 film is available
on Blu-ray and 4K.

Is the DVD out of print?

While some editions have gone out of print, the Cats musical DVD is still
widely  available through online retailers  like Amazon,  eBay,  and specialty
shops. Used copies are also common and often affordable.

Conclusion: A Timeless Treasure for Cat
Lovers and Theater Fans

The Cats The Musical On DVD remains an essential addition to any theater
lover’s  collection.  It  offers  a  window  into  one  of  the  most  innovative  and
beloved musicals of the 20th century, preserving the extraordinary talents of
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its  original  cast  and creative  team.  Whether  you  are  watching  Grizabella
ascend  to  the  Heaviside  Layer  for  the  first  time  or  the  hundredth  time,  the
emotional power of the performance remains undiminished. While streaming
and  digital  copies  offer  convenience,  the  DVD  provides  a  crafted  experience
complete with extras that deepen your connection to the Jellicle world. If you
have not yet added the Cats musical DVD to your shelf, now is the perfect
time  to  embrace  the  timeless  magic  of  the  midnight  ball.  The  cats  are
waiting—press play and let the Jubilation begin.


