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The Art Of War Wesley Snipes

Introduction: The
Unexpected Spy Who
Wasn't Just Action

When most people hear the phrase
“The Art of War,” they immediately
think of  Sun Tzu’s  ancient  Chinese
military  treatise—a  collection  of
s t ra teg ic  max ims  that  have
influenced  generals,  CEOs,  and
sports coaches for centuries. But for
fans of ’90s and early 2000s action

cinema,  the  phrase  carries  an
entirely  different,  adrenaline-fueled
meaning: The Art of War, the 2000
espionage  thriller  starring  Wesley
Snipes.  This  film  is  not  just  another
martial  arts  vehicle  for  the  star  of
Blade  and  Passenger  57;  it  is  a
clever, globe-trotting conspiracy tale
that weaves Sun Tzu’s principles into
a  m o d e r n - d a y  n a r r a t i v e  o f
assassinat ion,  betrayal ,  and
international  diplomacy.  In  this
article, we will explore every facet of



Wesley Snipes’ The Art of War—from
its plot and production to its themes,
critical reception, and lasting legacy.
Whether you are a longtime fan or a
newcomer  curious  about  this  cult
classic,  you’ll  discover  why  this  film
remains  a  compelling  chapter  in
Snipes’  career  and  in  the  action-
thriller genre.

The Genesis of a Spy
Thriller: Bringing Sun
Tzu to the Screen

Long before Wesley Snipes donned
the sunglasses and silenced pistol of
Agent Neil Shaw, The Art of War was

a  script  that  combined  espionage
with  phi losophy.  Directed  by
Christian Duguay, known for his work
in television and the film Joan of Arc,
the movie was designed to be more
than  a  simple  shoot-em-up.  The
screenwriters deliberately embedded
Sun Tzu’s quotes and teachings into
the narrative, using them as chapter
headings  and  thematic  signposts.
This  gave  the  film  a  layer  of
intellectual intrigue that set it apart
from the typical  action  fare  of  the
time.  The  decision  to  cast  Wesley
Snipes  was  a  masterstroke.  Snipes
was at the height of  his popularity
following  the  success  of  the  Blade
franchise,  and  he  brought  his
signature blend of physical prowess,
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charisma, and intensity to the role.
He was also a trained martial artist,
making  the  fight  scenes  authentic
and  visceral.

Plot Overview: A
Conspiracy Inside the UN

Wesley Snipes stars as Neil Shaw, a
covert  operative  for  the  United
Na t i ons  who  spec i a l i ze s  i n
“preventive action.” The story begins
with Shaw working undercover in a
global  mission  to  stop  an  arms
shipment. His handler, played by the
late  Donald  Sutherland,  describes
him as a “ghost”—someone who can
m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d  o f

international  espionage  without
leaving  a  trace.  The  plot  thickens
when  a  Ch inese  d ip lomat  i s
assassinated, and Shaw finds himself
framed  for  the  murder.  He  goes
rogue,  using  his  training  and  Sun
Tzu’s  strategies  to  expose  a
conspiracy  that  involves  a  corrupt
billionaire,  a  double  agent,  and  a
plan to destabilize relations between
the  United  States,  China,  and  the
United Nations.

The film takes the audience from the
high-stakes  corridors  of  the  UN  in
New York to the neon-lit  streets of
Vancouver  (standing  in  for  Hong
Kong).  Along  the  way,  Shaw  must
use every tool from the ancient “Art



of War” playbook: knowing when to
fight,  when  to  retreat,  and  how  to
turn  his  enemies’  strengths  into
weaknesses. Anne Archer co-stars as
Eleanor  Hooks,  a  UN  Secretary-
General  aide  who  becomes  an
unlikely ally, and Michael Biehn plays
a suspicious and intense FBI agent.
The  story  is  a  classic  wrong-man
thriller,  but  the  Sun  Tzu  framing
gives  it  a  distinctive  intellectual
flavor.

Key Themes and Sun
Tzu’s Influence

Strategy Over Brute Force

One of the most compelling aspects
of Wesley Snipes’ The Art of War is
how  it  incorporates  Sun  Tzu’s
philosophy  without  being  preachy.
Shaw  is  not  just  a  fists-and-bullets
hero; he is a thinker. Throughout the
film,  we  see  him  analyze  situations,
use  deception,  and  manipulate  his
environment to gain an advantage.
For  example,  he  famously  uses  a
tiger (the symbol of the movie) as a
metaphor  for  knowing  when  to  be
still  and  when  to  strike.  The  film’s
opening lines  quote  Sun Tzu:  “The
supreme art of war is to subdue the
enemy  without  fighting.”  This  sets
the  tone  for  a  protagonist  who
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prefers intelligence over aggression,
even when the bullets start flying.

Trust and Betrayal

The  ancient  text  is  also  used  to
explore  themes  of  loyalty  and
deception. In the world of espionage,
no  one  can  be  trusted,  and  Shaw
learns this the hard way when he is
set up by his own organization. The
movie  cleverly  uses  Sun  Tzu’s
teachings—such  as  “All  warfare  is
based  on  deception”—to  highlight
how Shaw must become a master of
reading people and situations. This is
not a simple tale of good vs. evil; it is
a layered puzzle where allies may be
enemies  and  enemies  may  be

manipulated into becoming allies.

The Cost of Secrecy

Another theme that emerges is the
psychological  toll  of  living a life  of
secrets.  Wesley  Snipes  portrays
Shaw as a man who is isolated, even
when surrounded by people. His only
constant  companion  is  the  ancient
wisdom of Sun Tzu, which he carries
in a personal notebook. This solitude
is a key character trait, setting him
apart from the more talkative heroes
of  other  spy  films.  The  movie
suggests that the “art of war” is also
a lonely discipline, one that requires
sacrifice  and  a  certain  detachment
from  humanity.



The Cast and Characters

Beyond  Wesley  Snipes,  The  Art  of
War boasts an impressive ensemble
cast that adds depth to the thriller.

Donald Sutherland plays
Douglas Thomas, Shaw’s
mentor and an old-school
spymaster. Sutherland brings
his signature gravitas and
weary wisdom to the role,
making every scene he’s in
feel important.
Anne Archer is Eleanor
Hooks, a high-ranking UN
official who is both Shaw’s ally
and a symbol of the political
tightrope he must walk.

Archer’s performance is
grounded and believable,
providing a contrast to Snipes’
more stoic energy.
Michael Biehn plays FBI
Special Agent Robert Bly, a
man obsessed with capturing
Shaw. Biehn, known for his
roles in The Terminator and
Aliens, gives the character a
paranoid intensity that makes
him a worthy adversary.
Liliana Komorowska plays
Julia Chang, a Chinese
diplomat who becomes a key
piece in the conspiracy. Her
performance adds a layer of
mystery and vulnerability.
Cary-Hiroyuki Tagawa



The Art Of War Wesley Snipes

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Adalynn & Precious • The journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single page. • Page 7

appears as David Chan, a
Chinese underworld figure who
is more than he seems.
Tagawa’s presence is always
welcome in any martial arts or
espionage film, and he delivers
a memorable performance.

Every  actor  brings  their  A-game,
elevating what could have been a B-
movie plot  into a  stylish,  engaging
thriller.

Action Sequences and
Choreography

Of  course,  an  action  film  starring
Wesley Snipes must  deliver  on the

thrills, and The Art of War does not
disappoint.  The  fight  scenes  are
choreographed  with  a  focus  on
realism  and  efficiency.  Snipes
himself performed many of his own
stunts, and his background in karate
and  Capoeira  is  evident.  The
standout  sequence  is  a  fight  in  a
high-tech  helicopter  hangar,  where
Shaw  uses  the  environment—and
Sun  Tzu’s  advice  on  terrain—to
defeat  multiple  attackers.  Another
memorable scene takes place on a
rooftop  in  Vancouver,  with  Snipes
showing  off  his  agility  and  weapon-
handling  skills.  The  action  is  not
overly  stylized  like  The  Matrix
(released a year prior),  but it  feels
gritty  and  earned.  The  film  also



makes  smart  use  of  s i lenced
weapons,  making  many  of  the
gunfights  feel  tense  and  clinical,
matching  Shaw’s  character.

Production Design and
Cinematography

Visually, The Art of War captures the
duality of global espionage. The UN
headquarters  in  New  York  is  shot
w i t h  a  c l e a n ,  i m p o s i n g
aesthetic—marble  floors,  tall
windows,  and  sterile  conference
rooms.  This  contrasts  sharply  with
the dark, rain-slicked streets of the
film’s  Chinese-set  scenes  (shot  in
Vancouver). The cinematography by

Pierre Gill uses a lot of shadows and
silhouettes, reinforcing the idea that
Shaw is  a ghost  moving through a
world of secrets. The film also makes
effective use of title cards that quote
Sun Tzu between scenes, giving the
movie a literary feel.  The score by
Normand  Corbe i l  i s  a  mix  o f
electronic  and  orchestral  elements,
b u i l d i n g  t e n s i o n  w i t h o u t
overwhelming  the  dialogue.

Critical Reception and
Box Office Performance

Upon its release in August 2000, The
Art  of  War  received  mixed-to-
negative reviews from critics. Many



The Art Of War Wesley Snipes

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Adalynn & Precious • The journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single page. • Page 9

praised Wesley Snipes’ performance
and the ambitious integration of Sun
Tzu,  but  others  cr it ic ized  the
convo lu ted  p lo t  and  lack  o f
originality. On Rotten Tomatoes, the
film  holds  a  23%  approval  rating,
with  the  consensus  that  it ’s  a
“derivative action thriller that wastes
its  potential.”  However,  fans  were
more forgiving. The movie performed
decently  at  the  box  office,  grossing
over $40 million worldwide against a
budget of $60 million. It was not a
blockbuster, but it found a home on
home  video  and  cable  television,
where it developed a cult following.
Over the years, viewers have come
to  appreciate  its  unique  blend  of
philosophy  and  action,  as  well  as

Snipes’ charismatic performance.

Legacy and Sequel: The
Art of War II

While Wesley Snipes did not return
for the direct-to-video sequel The Art
of  War  II:  Betrayal  (2008),  the
original  film  remains  an  important
part of his filmography. It showcased
his ability to lead a non-supernatural
action franchise and proved that he
could  handle  a  role  requiring  both
physicality  and intelligence.  The film
also foreshadowed later spy thrillers
that  incorporated  ancient  wisdom,
such as John Wick’s use of strategic
thinking. In many ways, The Art of



War was ahead of its time, blending
Eastern  philosophy  with  Western
espionage years before The Bourne
Identity  redefined  the  genre.  Today,
it  is  often  celebrated  as  a  hidden
gem  for  fans  o f  turn-o f - the-
mil lennium  action  cinema.

Why "The Art of War
Wesley Snipes" Still
Matters

The  search  term  “The  Art  of  War
Wesley  Snipes”  cont inues  to
generate  interest  because  the  film
occupies a unique niche. It is not just
a nostalgia trip for those who grew

up renting VHS tapes; it is a film that
repays  re-watching.  The  Sun  Tzu
quotes gain new relevance in a world
of  political  intrigue  and  corporate
warfare. For Wesley Snipes fans, it is
a  reminder  of  his  range  and  star
power. For martial arts enthusiasts,
the  fight  sequences  hold  up
remarkably well. And for anyone who
enjoys  a  smart,  globe-trotting
conspiracy  story,  The  Art  of  War
offers a satisfying blend of brain and
brawn.

Final Verdict: A Cult
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Classic Worth Revisiting

In conclusion, The Art of War starring
Wesley Snipes is a film that deserves
a second look. It may not have won
over critics in 2000, but its  unique
premise,  strong  lead  performance,
and  philosophical  underpinnings
make it  a standout in the crowded
action-thriller  landscape.  Whether
you  are  drawn  to  the  Sun  Tzu
connection,  the slick production,  or
simply  the  chance  to  see  Wesley
Snipes  at  his  peak,  this  movie
delivers.  It  proves  that  sometimes
the  most  effective  weapon  is  not  a
gun or  a  fist,  but  a  strategy.  And as
Sun Tzu himself said, “The greatest

victory  is  that  which  requires  no
battle.”  Neil  Shaw’s journey in  The
Art  of  War  may  involve  plenty  of
battles, but he wins them because he
understands  the  ancient  art  of
thinking  ahead.

So,  i f  you  haven’t  seen  it  in  a
while—or if you’ve never seen it at
all—consider adding The Art of War
to your watchlist. It is a time capsule
of the action genre, a showcase for a
beloved  star,  and  a  reminder  that
even a movie can teach us a little
something about strategy, trust, and
the  high  cost  of  secrecy.  Wesley
Snipes’ The Art of War is more than
just  a  film;  it’s  a  lesson  in  how  to
navigate  a  world  full  of  enemies,



both seen and unseen.


