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How To Write A Story Poem

Unlocking the
Narrative Lyric:
Your Guide to the
Story Poem

Have you ever read a poem that
felt  less like a lyrical meditation
and  more  like  a  miniature  film
playing in your mind? Perhaps it

had  characters,  a  setting,  a
conflict,  and  a  resolution—all
compressed  into  the  t ight,
rhythmic  architecture  of  verse.
That  is  the  magic  of  the  story
poem,  a  genre  that  sits  at  the
fascinating intersection of poetry
and  fiction.  While  traditional
poems  often  capture  a  single
emot ion  or  image,  a  s tory
poem—sometimes  cal led  a



narrative  poem—tells  a  tale.  It
transports  the  reader  through
time and space using the tools of
both the poet and the storyteller.
Mastering  how to  write  a  story
poem  is  a  rewarding  challenge
that  allows  you  to  blend  the
economy  of  language  found  in
poetry with the compelling drive
of a plot. This guide will walk you
through every step of the process,
from generating your initial idea
to  polishing  your  final  couplet,
ensuring  your  narrative  verses
resonate  deeply  with  your
audience.

Understanding the
DNA of a Narrative
Poem

Before you put pen to paper, it is
essential  to  understand  what
distinguishes  a  story  poem from
other  forms  of  writing.  A  story
poem must serve two masters: it
must satisfy the narrative arc of a
story while adhering to the sonic
and structural elements of poetry.
This  dual  nature  is  what  makes
the  form  so  powerful  and  so
challenging.



How To Write A Story Poem

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Edwards & Ezra • Read more, learn
more. • Page 3

Defining the Core
Elements

At  its  heart,  every  story  poem
contains the fundamental building
blocks of any narrative. You need
a  protagonist  whose  desires
drive  the  action,  a  setting  that
grounds the reader in a specific
t i m e  a n d  p l a c e ,  a n d  a
conflict—whether  internal,
external,  or  both—that  creates
tension.  Unlike  a  short  story,
however, you have far less space
to develop these elements. Every
word must pull double duty. The
setting might be established with
a  single,  vivid  metaphor.  A

character's entire backstory could
be  suggested  through  a  telling
gesture or a fragment of dialogue.
When considering how to write a
story  poem,  remember  that  you
are not simply writing a story in
broken lines; you are distilling a
story  to  its  purest,  most  potent
essence.

Poetic Devices as
Narrative Tools

The true artistry of the narrative
poem lies in how you use poetic
devices to serve the story. Rhyme
a n d  m e t e r  a r e  n o t  j u s t
ornaments;  they  can  establish



mood. A driving, galloping rhythm
(like anapestic meter) can create
a sense of urgency or adventure,
perfect for a poem about a knight
on  a  quest .  A  s lower,  more
deliberate iambic pentameter can
lend weight and seriousness to a
tragic  tale.  Imagery  is  your
primary  tool  for  world-building.
Instead of saying "the forest was
dark,"  you  might  describe  "the
skeletal  fingers  of  branches
scraping  against  a  bruised  sky."
This condenses setting and mood
into  a  single,  powerful  line.
Repetition  can act as a refrain,
emphasizing  a  key  theme  or
building  suspense.  When  you

learn how to write a story poem,
you  learn  to  let  the  poem's
musicality  drive  the  narrative
forward.

Step 1: Finding Your
Story

Every great narrative begins with
a  seed  of  an  idea.  For  a  story
poem,  this  seed  needs  to  be
potent  enough  to  sustain  a
complete arc but focused enough
to  fit  within  a  poetic  structure.
The  best  stories  for  poetry  are
often  those  with  high  emotional
stakes  or  a  singular,  powerful
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moment.

Mining for Material

Where do you find these seeds?
Everywhere.  Look  to  personal
experience—a  memory  of  a
childhood friendship lost, a single
moment  of  unexpected  kindness
from  a  stranger.  Folklore,
mythology, and history are also
rich  veins  to  explore.  Consider
writing a  new version of  an old
myth from a different character's
perspective. What was the story of
the Minotaur from Ariadne's point
of view? What about the quiet life
of a soldier in the Trojan War, far

from the heroic battles? Current
events  can  a l so  prov ide  a
powerful starting point. The key is
to find the human story within the
larger event. As you explore how
to  wr i te  a  s tory  poem,  ask
yourself:  "What  moment  in  this
story  is  the  most  charged  with
emotion? That is where my poem
will begin."

Choosing the Right Scope

A common mistake for beginners
is trying to cram a novel's worth
of  plot  into  a  short  poem.  Your
story poem does not have to cover
a lifetime. In fact, it is often more



effective  to  focus  on  a  single,
p i vo ta l  s cene .  Th ink  o f  a
photograph  that  captures  a
decisive moment. Your poem can
be the story of that single, frozen
second—what  led  to  it,  what  its
consequences are. This tight focus
allows  you  to  dive  deep  into
sensory  detail  and  emotional
resonance, which is where poetry
truly shines. You are not trying to
tell the reader everything; you are
t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e m  f e e l
everything.

Step 2: Structuring
Your Poetic
Narrative

Once  you  have  your  story,  you
need a structure to hold it. This is
where you decide on the form and
narrative voice that will best serve
your  tale.  The  structure  is  the
skeleton upon which you will hang
your beautiful, poetic flesh.

Choosing a Poetic Form

The form you choose will dictate
the rhythm and feel of your poem.
For  a  longer,  more  traditional
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story,  you  might  consider  a
ballad.  Ballads  are  narrative
poems  with  a  simple,  often
alternating rhyme scheme (ABCB)
and a regular meter, making them
feel song-like and easy to follow.
They  are  perfect  for  tales  of
adventure, love, and tragedy. For
a  more  contemporary  feel,  you
c o u l d  u s e  b l a n k
verse—unrhymed  i amb ic
pentameter.  This  form  has  the
natural rhythm of English speech
while  maintaining  a  formal
structure, making it ideal for more
introspect ive  or  dramat ic
monologues.  Alternatively,  you
could  choose  free  verse,  which

has  no  regular  meter  or  rhyme.
This gives you the most flexibility
to create a rhythm that uniquely
matches  the  emotional  beats  of
your specific story. The best way
to learn how to write a story poem
is  to  experiment  with  different
forms to see which one amplifies
your narrative.

Establishing a Point of
View

The narrator of your story poem is
a critical decision. A first-person
point  of  view  ("I")  creates
intense  intimacy,  forcing  the
reader  to  experience  the  events



directly  through  the  speaker's
senses. This is powerful for poems
about personal trauma, discovery,
or  transformation.  A  third-
person  limited  point  of  view
("he"  or  "she")  follows  a  single
character closely but can offer a
bit  more  perspective.  You  can
describe  the  character's  actions
a n d  f e e l i n g s  w h i l e  s t i l l
maintaining  some  narrative
dis tance.  A  third-person
omniscient  point of view knows
everything about every character.
This can be effective for epic story
poems,  but  it  can  also  feel  less
intimate. For most contemporary
narrative poems, a first-person or

a  closely-focused  third-person
point of view is the most effective
choice, as it allows the reader to
connect deeply with the emotional
core of the story.

Step 3: The Craft of
Writing the Poem

Now  comes  the  exciting  part:
writing  the  actual  lines.  This  is
where you transform your outline
and  s tructure  into  l i v ing ,
breathing verse. This stage is as
much about cutting as it is about
writing.
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Show, Don't Tell (The
Poetic Version)

This classic writing advice is even
more critical in poetry. In a story
poem, you do not have the space
for  long  explanations.  You  must
convey  information  through
action,  sensory  detail ,  and
metaphor.  Instead  of  telling  us
your  character  is  sad,  show  us
"the way his hands trembled as he
folded  the  letter."  Instead  of
telling  us  the  kingdom  is  poor,
show  us  "the  hollow  cheeks  of
children playing with stones in a
barren field."  Every line of  your
poem should be an opportunity to

create  an  image  or  evoke  a
feeling. When you master how to
write a story poem, you learn to
trust your imagery to do the heavy
lifting of your narrative.

Balancing Action and
Reflection

A story  needs  movement,  but  a
poem needs depth. The key is to
balance forward momentum with
moments  of  pause.  After  a
dramatic  action,  give  your
reader—and  your  character—a
moment  to  breathe.  This  is  a
perfect  place  for  a  stanza  of
reflection, where the character (or



the  narrator)  contemplates  the
meaning of  what  just  happened.
This  interplay  between  external
action  and  internal  reaction  is
what  gives  a  narrative  poem its
unique power. The action provides
the  "what,"  and  the  reflection
provides  the  "why."  It  is  this
"why" that elevates a simple story
into a profound poem.

Step 4: Revising for
Clarity and Music

Writing  a  first  draft  is  just  the
beginning.  The  real  magic
happens  during  revision.  You

must approach your poem with a
critical  eye,  reading  it  aloud  to
hear its music and checking every
line  for  its  contribution  to  the
overall story.

The Aloud Test

Story  poems have their  roots  in
oral tradition. They were meant to
be performed. Therefore, reading
your  poem  aloud  is  the  single
most  important  revision  tool.  As
you  read,  listen  for  the  rhythm.
Does it stumble anywhere? Do you
run out of breath on a line? Are
the rhymes forced? Listen for the
flow  of  the  narrative.  Does  the
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story  make  sense  when  heard?
Are  the  transitions  between
scenes  smooth?  Your  ear  will
catch problems that your eyes will
miss.  If  a  line  sounds  awkward
when  spoken ,  i t  w i l l  read
awkwardly on the page. This is a
non-negotiable  step  in  learning
how to  write  a  story  poem that
truly works.

Trimming the Fat

Poetry  is  the  art  of  saying  the
most  with the least.  Now is  the
time to be ruthless. Look for any
word that  is  not  doing essential
work.  Adverbs  like  "quickly"  or

"sadly" are often a sign that you
are  telling  instead  of  showing.
Adjectives  like  "beautiful"  or
"terrible" are weak compared to a
vivid  noun.  Replace  "walked
quickly"  with  "hurr ied"  or
"dashed."  Replace  "a  terrible
storm"  with  "a  howling  gale."
Every word should be a carefully
chosen tool that builds your poem.
The  goal  is  a  lean,  powerful
narrative  where  every  line  is
essent ia l  and  every  word
resonates.



Examples and
Inspiration for Your
Story Poem

To truly understand how to write
a story poem, you need to  read
the  masters.  Studying  their
techniques will give you a toolbox
of strategies to draw from.

"The Raven" by Edgar
Allan Poe: A masterclass in
using repetition, a consistent
meter (trochaic octameter),
and a consistent rhyme
scheme to build an
atmosphere of mounting

dread and psychological
horror. The story is
simple—a man mourning his
lost love is visited by a
talking raven—but the
execution is unforgettable.
"The Love Song of J.
Alfred Prufrock" by T.S.
Eliot: A prime example of a
dramatic monologue that
tells a story through the
fragmented thoughts and
anxieties of its speaker. It
shows how you can use free
verse and vivid, modern
imagery to create a powerful
sense of character and
internal conflict.
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"Out, Out—" by Robert
Frost: A masterful short
story poem that uses blank
verse to deliver a
devastatingly tragic, matter-
of-fact tale of a boy's
accident. Frost's genius lies
in his restraint; he lets the
stark events and simple,
concrete language create the
emotional impact.
Classic Ballads like "The
Rime of the Ancient
Mariner" by Samuel
Taylor Coleridge: This is
the gold standard for the
epic story poem. It uses the
ballad form to tell a

sprawling supernatural tale
with a clear moral lesson,
demonstrating how meter
and rhyme can drive a long,
complex narrative forward.

Conclusion

Writing a story poem is an act of
balance. It requires the emotional
vulnerability  of  a  poet  and  the
s t ructura l  d i sc ip l ine  o f  a
storyteller.  You are weaving two
ancient  arts  into  one  powerful
tapestry.  The  journey  of  how to
write a story poem begins with a
single,  powerful  idea  and  a
willingness  to  revise,  cut,  and



refine until every word sings. Do
not be afraid to start small. Write
a  three-stanza  poem  about  a
single memory. Focus on a clear
conflict and a strong image. Read
it  aloud.  Revise  it.  Then,  write
another.  With  practice,  you  will
develop the instinct to know when
a  line  carries  the  weight  of  a

scene  and  when  a  moment
demands a metaphor. Trust your
story,  trust  your  ear,  and  allow
the  music  of  your  language  to
guide your tale from its first line
to  its  final,  resonant  end.  Your
story is waiting to be told in a way
that only poetry can tell it.


