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How To Set Google Chrome As
Default Browser

Introduction: Why
Choosing the Right
Default Browser
Matters

Your web browser is the gateway to
everything  you  do  online.  From
checking email  and reading news to
streaming movies and managing work
projects,  the  browser  you  use  daily
shapes your digital experience. While
many browsers are available, Google
Chrome has consistently stood out for
its speed, simplicity, and vast library
of  extensions.  But  simply  installing
Chrome isn’t enough. To unlock its full
potential,  you  need  to  make  it  the
default  browser—the one that  opens
automatically  whenever  you  click  a
link, open a web document, or launch
a web-based application.

Knowing how to set Google Chrome
as  default  browser  is  a  small
technical step that can save you time
and  frustration.  It  ensures  all  your
hyperlinks  and  web  files  open  in
Chrome  by  default,  giving  you  a
unified browsing experience with your
bookmarks,  saved  passwords,  and
extensions always at hand. This guide
will walk you through the process on
every major  platform, from Windows
and Mac to Android and iOS, while also
addressing  common  pitfalls  and
offering  helpful  tips  along  the  way.

Whether you are a new Chrome user
or someone who has used it for years
but never had it  set  as the primary
browser,  this  article  provides  clear,
step-by-step instructions. By the end,
you  will  have  Chrome  configured  as
your go-to browser on all your devices,
helping you browse faster, safer, and
more efficiently.

Setting Chrome as
Default on Windows 10
and Windows 11

Microsoft has changed the default app
settings over the years, so the process
varies  slightly  depending  on  your
Windows version. The following steps
app ly  to  the  two  most  recent
operating  systems.

Windows 11

Windows 11 uses a centralised default
apps panel. Follow these steps:

Open the Start menu and click1.
Settings (the gear icon).
Select Apps from the left2.
sidebar, then click Default
apps.
In the search box under “Set3.
defaults for applications,” type
“Chrome” or scroll down to find
Google Chrome. Click on it.
You will see a list of file types4.
and link protocols (like .htm,
.html, HTTP, HTTPS). For each



one, click the current default
app and then select Google
Chrome from the pop-up menu.
Repeat for all relevant entries,5.
especially HTTP and HTTPS.

Windows 11 requires  you to  change
each  file  type  individually  because
Microsoft  wants  to  prevent  a  single
app  from  taking  over  too  many
defaults without consent. While this is
more  tedious,  it  gives  you  granular
control.

Windows 10

Windows  10  offers  a  simpler  route
through  the  Settings  app:

Go to Start > Settings (or1.
press Windows + I).
Click Apps, then select Default2.
apps from the left menu.
Scroll down to the “Web3.
browser” section and click the
current default browser (likely
Microsoft Edge).
From the list that appears,4.
choose Google Chrome.
Close Settings. Chrome will now5.
open all web links by default.

You can also set Chrome from within
the browser itself. Open Chrome, click
the three-dot menu (top right), go to
Settings  and  under  “Defaul t
browser,”  click  Make  default.  This
will open the Windows Settings panel
to the correct location.

Setting Chrome as
Default on macOS

On  a  Mac,  the  default  browser  is
controlled through System Preferences
(or System Settings in newer macOS
v e r s i o n s ) .  T h e  s t e p s  a r e
straightforward:

Open System Settings (or1.
System Preferences on older
macOS) from the Apple menu or
the Dock.
Click Desktop & Dock (in2.
macOS Ventura or later), or look
for the General pane.
Scroll down until you see the3.
Default web browser option.
Click the current selection (likely4.
Safari) and choose Google
Chrome from the dropdown list.
Close the settings window. The5.
change applies immediately.

Alternatively, you can set Chrome as
default  from  within  the  browser.
Launch  Chrome,  go  to  Chrome  >
Settings  (or  press  Command  +  ,).
Under the “Default browser” section,
click Make default. This will open the
correct System Settings pane. macOS
does not require you to change each
file  type  individually—just  the  general
web  browser  setting  covers  all  link
interactions.

Troubleshooting tip:  If  the change
does  not  seem to  stick,  make  sure
Chrome  is  fully  up  to  date.  Older
versions  may  have  compatibility
issues  with  newer  macOS  releases.

Setting Chrome as
Default on Android
Devices

Android  gives  you  the  freedom  to
choose your default browser, and the
process  is  consistent  across  most
manufacturers  (though  the  exact
menu labels may vary slightly). Follow
these steps:

Open your device’s Settings1.
app.
Scroll down and tap Apps (or2.
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Applications).
Tap Default apps (sometimes3.
called “Choose default apps”).
Tap Browser app (or “Web4.
browser”).
Select Chrome from the list that5.
appears.
If prompted, confirm your6.
choice.

On some Samsung devices, the path
is:  Settings  >  Apps  >  Choose
default  apps  >  Browser  app  >
Chrome.  On  stock  Android  (Pixel,
Motorola, etc.), it may be: Settings >
Apps  >  Default  apps  >  Browser
app.

You can also set  Chrome as default
from  the  Chrome  app  itself.  Open
Chrome, tap the three-dot menu (top
right),  go  to  Settings,  and  under
“Basics,” tap Default browser.  This
wil l  redirect  you  to  the  system
settings.

Note:  On  Android,  clearing  the
defaults  for  another  browser  (like
Samsung  Internet)  can  sometimes
force  the  system  to  ask  you  which
browser to use the next time you open
a  link.  If  you  always  want  Chrome,
follow  the  process  above  to  set  it
permanently.

Setting Chrome as
Default on iPhone and
iPad (iOS)

Starting  with  iOS  14,  Apple  allows
users to change the default  browser
(and  email  client)  for  the  first  time.
However,  the  process  is  slightly
different  from  Android  because  iOS
requires  you  to  install  Chrome  and
then switch the default in the Settings
app. Here’s how:

Make sure Google Chrome is1.
installed from the App Store. If
not, download and install it.
Open the Settings app on your2.
iPhone or iPad.
Scroll down and tap Chrome in3.
the list of installed apps.
Tap Default Browser App.4.
Select Chrome from the list.5.
Exit Settings. The change takes6.
effect instantly.

You can also set  Chrome as default
from within the app. Launch Chrome,
tap the three-dot menu (bottom right),
then  go  to  Settings  and  under
“Default browser,” tap Make default.
This opens the Chrome settings in the
main Settings app.

Important:  iOS  restricts  third-party
browsers  to  using  Apple’s  WebKit
engine (Safari’s rendering engine), so
Chrome on iOS is  essentially a shell
over Safari. Nevertheless, setting it as
default  allows  you  to  use  Chrome’s
interface,  sync  your  bookmarks  and
passwords, and use Chrome features
like  tab  grouping  and  voice  search
when opening links from other apps.

What to Do If Chrome
Won’t Stay as Default

Sometimes  you  follow all  the  steps,
but  Windows  (or  another  OS)  keeps
reverting to the previous browser. This
can happen for several reasons. Here
are the most common solutions:

Reset default app settings.
On Windows, go to Settings >
Apps > Default apps and
scroll down to click the Reset
button. Then re-set Chrome as
default. This clears any
corrupted associations.
Disable other browser’s



takeover attempts. Some
browsers (like Microsoft Edge)
have a setting to “protect your
browser from other apps” or to
“import data from other
browsers.” These can interfere.
In Edge, go to Settings >
Privacy, search, and services
and turn off “Help protect your
browser from malicious sites and
downloads” (not directly related,
but some users report that
disabling “Take over default
browser” helps).
Update Chrome. Outdated
versions may have bugs that
prevent the default setting from
sticking. Go to Chrome’s menu
> Help > About Google
Chrome to check for updates.
Run a malware scan. Malware
can change your default browser
settings without permission. Use
Windows Defender or a
reputable security tool to scan
your system.
Check Group Policy
(Windows Pro/Enterprise). If
your computer is managed by
an organization, the IT
department may have locked
the default browser. Contact
your administrator.

Why You Should Make
Chrome Your Default
Browser

Beyond the technical steps, you might
wonder: why bother setting Chrome as
default? Here are several  compelling
reasons:

Seamless cross-device
syncing. Chrome syncs your
bookmarks, history, passwords,
and open tabs across all your

devices (as long as you’re
signed into the same Google
account). Setting it as default
ensures links from your phone
open the same browser you use
on your desktop.
Vast extension library. The
Chrome Web Store offers
thousands of extensions for
productivity, security, ad-
blocking, and more. Making
Chrome default means these
extensions are always available.
Built-in security. Chrome’s
Safe Browsing feature warns you
about dangerous sites and
downloads. It also automatically
updates to protect against new
threats.
Speed and performance.
Chrome’s V8 JavaScript engine
renders pages quickly, and its
preloading features can cut load
times significantly.
Integration with Google
services. If you use Gmail,
Google Drive, Google Calendar,
or Google Meet, Chrome offers
deep integration that other
browsers cannot match.

Frequently Asked
Questions

Does setting Chrome as
default affect my privacy?

Chrome collects some usage data by
default,  but  you  can  adjust  privacy
settings in Settings > Privacy and
security .  You  can  d isab le  ad
personalisation,  change  cookie
behaviour, and turn off sync if desired.
The act of setting it  as default does
not  change  the  privacy  settings
already  in  place.
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Will changing the default
browser delete my
bookmarks from the old
browser?

No. Your bookmarks remain in the old
browser.  You  can  import  them  into
Chrome  by  going  to  Chrome  >
Settings > Import bookmarks and
settings.

What about Linux?

On  Linux  distributions,  the  default
browser is usually set in the system
settings under  “Default  Applications”
or  via  the  Control  Center.  If  you’re
using  Ubuntu  with  GNOME,  go  to
Settings  >  Details  >  Default
Applications and choose Chrome. On
other  desktops,  look  for  “Preferred
Applications” in the menu.

Conclusion

Knowing how to set Google Chrome
as default browser is a simple but
powerful  skill  that  improves  your
everyday  browsing  experience.
Whether you are on Windows, macOS,
Android, or iOS, the process only takes
a  minute  or  two.  Once  configured,
every link you click—from an email, a
document, or a messaging app—opens
directly  in  Chrome,  saving  you  the
hassle  of  manually  copying  and
pasting  URLs.

By  fo l lowing  the  step-by-step
instructions  provided  in  this  article,
you can ensure a consistent, secure,
and fast browsing environment across
all  your  devices.  And  if  you  ever
encounter issues, the troubleshooting
tips will  help you get back on track
quickly.  So go ahead—make Chrome
your default today, and enjoy the


