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The Great Gatsby Lesson 4
Handout 7

Unlocking Chapter 5 and 6: A Teacher’s Guide
to The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7

F.  Scott  Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby  remains a cornerstone of  American literature,
offering rich themes of ambition, love, and social stratification. For educators, navigating
this dense text requires carefully crafted resources that help students move beyond plot
summary into deep literary analysis. One such resource, The Great Gatsby Lesson 4
Handout 7,  serves as a critical tool for guiding students through the pivotal middle
chapters of the novel, specifically Chapters 5 and 6. This article will explore the purpose,
content, and instructional strategies surrounding this handout, providing both teachers
and  students  with  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  how  to  use  it  effectively.  We  will
delve  into  the  key  literary  elements  these  chapters  introduce,  the  symbolism  that
crystallizes in these moments, and how The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 can
transform a standard classroom lesson into a memorable exploration of the American
Dream.

The Pedagogical Context of Lesson 4

To fully appreciate the role of The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7, it is essential to
understand  where  it  fits  within  a  typical  unit  plan.  By  Lesson  4,  students  have  already
been introduced to the enigmatic Jay Gatsby, witnessed the extravagance of his parties,
and observed the moral decay of the wealthy elite in East and West Egg. Lesson 4 usually
marks a turning point in the narrative, beginning with the long-awaited reunion between
Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan in  Chapter  5 and continuing into Gatsby’s  backstory in
Chapter 6. This is where the novel’s emotional stakes are raised, and where Gatsby’s
dream begins to feel both achingly real and impossibly fragile.

The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 is typically designed to help students track
these  emotional  shifts  while  also  encouraging  them  to  analyze  Fitzgerald’s  use  of
language, imagery, and symbolism. Unlike earlier handouts that might focus on character
identification  or  basic  comprehension,  this  one  pushes  students  toward  higher-order
thinking.  It  often  includes  questions  about  mood,  tone,  and  the  significance  of  specific
objects, such as the green light or Gatsby’s collection of shirts.

What Does The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout



7 Typically Cover?

While exact contents may vary depending on the curriculum or textbook series, The
Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 generally focuses on several key areas. Below are
the most common components that make this handout such a valuable resource for
literary analysis.

Analyzing the Reunion Scene in Chapter 5

The reunion of Gatsby and Daisy in Chapter 5 is one of the most emotionally charged
scenes in the novel. The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 often prompts students to
examine the awkwardness, longing, and ultimate joy (and later, tragedy) of this moment.
Questions may include considering why Gatsby knocks over Nick’s clock, what the rain
symbolizes,  and  how  Gatsby’s  transformation  from  confident  host  to  nervous  suitor
reveals his vulnerability. This section of the handout encourages students to see Gatsby
not merely as a mysterious millionaire but as a man deeply affected by his past.

Symbolism of the Green Light

No discussion of The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 would be complete without
addressing the green light. By Chapter 5, the green light has evolved from a distant
beacon into a symbol within reach. The handout might ask students to consider what
happens  to  the  green  light’s  significance  once  Daisy  is  physically  present  in  Gatsby’s
house.  Does it  lose its  power? This  is  a  crucial  moment for  understanding Gatsby’s
character, as it suggests that the pursuit of the dream may be more meaningful than the
dream itself. The handout helps students articulate this transition through guided prompts
and close reading exercises.

Gatsby’s Transformation and the Role of Wealth

Another focal point of The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 is the role of wealth in
Gatsby’s identity. In Chapter 5, Gatsby shows Daisy his massive collection of English
shirts,  and Daisy is  moved to tears.  The handout may ask students to analyze this
moment:  Why do shirts  cause such an emotional  reaction? What  do they represent
beyond fabric and thread? This is a powerful exercise in understanding materialism and
the futility of trying to recapture the past.  The handout guides students to see that
Gatsby’s wealth is not just a tool for winning Daisy but also a symbol of his desperate
attempt to erase his humble origins.

Deepening Analysis in Chapter 6

Chapter 6 is  where the novel’s  themes become even more explicit,  and The Great
Gatsby  Lesson  4  Handout  7  typically  dedicates  a  significant  portion  to  this  chapter.
Here, readers learn about Gatsby’s real past—his time as James Gatz, a poor farm boy
from North Dakota. The handout often explores the concept of self-invention and the
American Dream. Students are asked to consider whether Gatsby’s transformation is
admirable or tragic, and whether the American Dream is truly accessible to everyone.
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These  questions  are  not  only  central  to  the  novel  but  also  resonate  deeply  with
contemporary discussions about class and opportunity.

The Purpose of Gatsby’s Backstory

The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 may include a timeline or graphic organizer to
help students map out Gatsby’s journey from James Gatz to Jay Gatsby. This exercise
reinforces the idea that Gatsby’s identity is a carefully constructed performance. Teachers
can use the handout to prompt discussion about why Fitzgerald chose to reveal Gatsby’s
past at this specific point in the novel.  How does this backstory affect our sympathy for
Gatsby? Does it make his dream more understandable or more tragic? These are the
kinds of analytical questions that the handout is designed to scaffold.

The Party at Gatsby’s House: A Turning Point

Chapter  6  also  features  a  party  where  Daisy  and  Tom  Buchanan  attend,  and  the
atmosphere shifts from wonder to tension. The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7
often directs students to examine Tom’s behavior at this party and Gatsby’s discomfort.
Questions may focus on the interaction between old money and new money, and how
Tom’s presence exposes the fragility of Gatsby’s social standing. This is a key moment for
understanding class conflict,  and the handout provides a structured way for  students to
capture observations about dialogue, body language, and setting.

Instructional Strategies for Using the Handout

To  maximize  the  effectiveness  of  The  Great  Gatsby  Lesson  4  Handout  7,  teachers
should consider how they implement it in the classroom. The following strategies can help
students engage more deeply with the material.

Think-Pair-Share for Discussion

One  effective  method  is  to  use  the  handout  as  the  basis  for  a  think-pair-share  activity.
After  students  complete  a  section  of  The  Great  Gatsby  Lesson  4  Handout  7
individually, they can pair up to compare answers before sharing with the whole class.
This approach encourages collaborative learning and ensures that quieter students have a
chance  to  articulate  their  ideas  in  a  low-stakes  environment.  For  example,  when
discussing the symbolism of the green light, partners can debate whether Gatsby’s dream
is already dying or still alive at the end of Chapter 5.

Close Reading Stations

Another  creative  strategy  involves  setting  up  stations  around  the  classroom,  each
focusing on a  specific  question  from The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7.  At  one
station, students might analyze a passage about Gatsby’s shirts. At another, they might
examine the weather imagery in Chapter 5. This movement keeps students engaged and
allows them to spend focused time on different aspects of the text. The handout serves as
their guide, with each station corresponding to a numbered question from the document.



Writing Extensions

The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 can also be used as a springboard for longer
writing  assignments.  Teachers  might  ask  students  to  choose one question  from the
handout and develop it into a paragraph or short essay. For instance, a student might
explore how Fitzgerald uses rain to symbolize emotional barriers. By starting with the
structured  prompts  of  the  handout,  students  build  confidence  in  their  analytical  writing
skills.

Common Student Challenges and How to
Address Them

Even with a well-designed resource like The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7,
students may encounter difficulties. One common challenge is understanding the abstract
nature of symbolism. While the green light is a clear symbol, students may struggle with
less obvious ones, such as the clock Gatsby knocks over or the weather at the reunion.
Teachers can address this by modeling a think-aloud, showing students how to connect an
object to a theme. The handout already does some of this work, but verbal explanation
reinforces it.

Another  challenge is  the historical  context  of  the 1920s.  When students read about
Gatsby’s bootlegging and connections to organized crime, they may not fully grasp the
social  rules  of  Prohibition-era  America.  The  Great  Gatsby  Lesson  4  Handout  7
occasionally  includes  footnotes  or  background  information,  but  teachers  should  be
prepared  to  supplement  this  with  short  mini-lessons  on  the  era.  Understanding  the
historical backdrop makes Gatsby’s rise and fall more comprehensible and relevant.

Connecting the Handout to Modern Themes

One of the reasons The Great Gatsby endures is its exploration of themes that remain
relevant today. The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 can be a bridge to discussing
contemporary  issues  such as  wealth  inequality,  social  mobility,  and the  pressure  to
present  a  curated identity.  In  the age of  social  media,  where everyone can craft  a
persona, Gatsby’s story feels surprisingly modern. Teachers can ask students to compare
Gatsby’s self-invention to the ways people present themselves online. The handout’s
focus on illusion versus reality makes it a perfect tool for these conversations.

Class and the American Dream

The handout often includes questions about whether Gatsby’s dream is achievable. This
leads naturally into a discussion about the American Dream itself.  Is it  a myth? Is it
accessible only to those born into privilege? The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7
encourages students to form their own opinions based on textual evidence. This is a
powerful exercise in critical thinking, as students must support their claims with specifics
from the novel while also reflecting on their own beliefs about success and opportunity.
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Gender Roles in the 1920s

Another theme that The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7 may touch upon is gender.
Daisy’s role as the object of Gatsby’s desire raises questions about female agency and the
limitations placed on women in the 1920s. The handout might ask students to analyze
Daisy’s dialogue in Chapter 5: Is she genuinely in love, or is she performing a role? This
line of inquiry helps students think critically about gender expectations both in the novel
and in their own world.

Sample Questions You Might Find on The Great
Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7

To give a clearer picture of what this handout looks like, here are sample questions that
are representative of The Great Gatsby Lesson 4 Handout 7. These questions are
designed to be open-ended and encourage textual evidence.

Chapter 5: How does Fitzgerald use weather to reflect the emotional state of the
characters during the reunion? Provide at least two examples.
Symbolism: Explain the significance of the green light at the end of Chapter 5.
How has its meaning changed from Chapter 1?


