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Monaco Grand Prix
Track Map

Introduction
to the
Monaco
Grand Prix
Circuit

The Monaco Grand Prix
is  widely  regarded  as
the  crown  jewel  of
Formula 1, a race that
demands  precision,
b r a v e r y ,  a n d  a n
intimate understanding
of  i t s  un forg iv ing
layout. At the heart of
this  legendary  event
l i e s  t h e  M o n a c o
Grand  Prix  track
map,  a  diagram  that
reveals one of the most

chal lenging  street
circuits  in  motorsport.
Unlike  purpose-built
tracks,  the  Circuit  de
Monaco winds  through
the  narrow,  elevation-
changing  streets  of
Monte  Carlo  and  La
Condamine,  offering no
room  for  error.  For
fans, the track map is
more  than  a  guide—it
is  a  story  of  history,
d a n g e r ,  a n d  t h e
ultimate  test  of  driver
sk i l l .  Th i s  a r t i c l e
explores  every  aspect
of  the  Monaco  Grand
Prix track map, from its
iconic  corners  to  its
strategic  nuances,
p r o v i d i n g  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e



r e s o u r c e  f o r
e n t h u s i a s t s  a n d
newcomers  alike.

The Layout:
An Overview
of the Circuit
de Monaco

The Monaco Grand Prix
track  map  depicts  a
3.337-kilometer (2.074-
mile)  loop  that  has
rema ined  l a rge ly
unchanged  since  its
modern  configuration
was  establ ished  in
1952. Despite its short
length,  the  c ircuit
features  19  corners,
tight  straights,  and
dramatic  elevation
shifts  that  challenge
drivers  at  every  turn.
The  track  is  run  in  a
clockwise direction and
uses  publ ic  roads,
which  are  closed  for
the  race  weekend.

Understanding  the
l a y o u t  r e q u i r e s
examining each sector,
as  the  map  reveals  a
s e r i e s  o f  u n i q u e
challenges  that  make
Monaco a one-of-a-kind
venue in the Formula 1
calendar.

The  start/finish  line  is
located  on  the  Quai
Albert  Ier,  near  the
marina.  From  there,
drivers  accelerate
downhill  into  the  first
corner,  Sainte  Dévote.
The track map shows a
sharp right-hander that
leads onto the Avenue
d'Ostende, followed by
the uphill climb toward
Casino  Square.  This
s e c t i o n  d e m a n d s
precise  braking  and
throttle control,  as the
road  narrows  and  the
barriers  loom  close.
The middle sector, from
M a s s e n e t  t o  t h e
Nouvel le  Chicane,
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features  the  famous
tunnel  section,  where
drivers  experience  a
sudden change in light
and  grip.  The  final
sector includes the low-
speed  Loews  Hairpin
and the fast  sweep of
Portier  before entering
the tunnel again. Each
element  of  the  track
map  tells  a  story  of
relentless technicality.

Key Corners and
Landmarks on the
Monaco Grand
Prix Track Map

To truly appreciate the
Monaco Grand Prix, one
must  study  the  track
map's  most  famous
features.  Below  is  a
detailed  breakdown  of
the  circuit's  defining
points,  listed  in  order
as they appear on the
map.

Sainte Dévote

(Turn 1): A tight
right-hand
hairpin named
after the church
behind it. This
corner is critical
for overtaking
attempts at the
start or after pit
stops. The track
map shows a
slight camber
that can unsettle
the car.
Beau Rivage
(Turns 2–3): An
uphill left-right
kink that leads
drivers along the
waterfront. It is
deceptively fast,
and any mistake
sends cars into
the barriers.
Massena (Turn
4) & Casino
Square (Turn
5): Massena is a
left-hander at the
base of the
Casino slope,



followed by a
right up to Casino
Square. The track
map highlights
how the road
widens slightly
here, but the
kerbs are
punishing.
Mirabeau (Turn
6): A downhill
right-hand turn
that tightens
upon exit. This is
a classic
overtaking spot,
though the track
map shows
limited runoff.
Grand Hotel
Hairpin (Turn
7): The slowest
corner in F1,
taken at around
50 km/h. The
map reveals a
180-degree turn
with a 2%
gradient,
demanding
maximum

steering lock.
Portier (Turn
8): A downhill
left-hander that
leads into the
tunnel. The track
map indicates a
blind entry, as
the road drops
away sharply
before the
darkness.
Tunnel (Turns
9–10): A long,
flat-out section
under the
Fairmont Hotel.
Drivers face a
sudden transition
from bright
sunlight to deep
shadow, testing
their reflexes.
The track map
shows a slight
kink midway.
Nouvelle
Chicane (Turns
11–12): A slow
left-right chicane
that exits onto
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the harborfront.
This is a common
site for incidents
due to the tight
space.
Tabac (Turn
13): A right-
hander that is
faster than it
looks, leading
onto a short
straight where
DRS is used.
Piscine (Turns
14–15): The
swimming pool
section—a left-
right chicane
taken at high
speed, with very
little runoff. The
track map shows
the pool itself on
the left, adding to
the visual
spectacle.
Rascasse (Turn
16): A left-
hairpin that
tightens,
requiring precise

rotation. Drivers
often use this
corner to defend
positions.
Anthony
Noghes (Turn
17): A gentle
right that leads
onto the
start/finish
straight. The
track map
reveals a slight
dip that can
unsettle the rear.

The
Importance of
the Track
Map for Race
Strategy

The Monaco Grand Prix
t r a c k  m a p  i s
indispensable for teams
and  d r i ve r s  when
planning race strategy.
Because  overtaking  is
n o t o r i o u s l y



difficult—overtaking
moves  occur  in  less
t h a n  5 %  o f
l a p s — q u a l i f y i n g
position  is  paramount.
The  map  helps  teams
identify the best places
t o  u s e  D R S  ( D r a g
Reduction  System)
act iva t ion  zones .
Currently,  the  main
DRS  zone  is  on  the
start/finish straight, but
dr ivers  a l so  get  a
detection  point  after
the tunnel. The narrow
width  of  the  circuit
means  that  a  driver
ahead can easily block,
s o  t h e  t r a c k  m a p
influences  pit  stop
timing:  the  undercut
can  be  po tent  i f  a
driver posts a fast lap
in clean air.

Furthermore,  the track
map  reveals  elevation
changes that affect tire
w e a r  a n d  b r a k e
temperatures.  The

downhill  braking zones
at  Sainte  Dévote  and
Mirabeau require heavy
braking,  whi le  the
uph i l l  sec t ions  a t
Casino Square demand
traction. Engineers use
the  map  to  set  gear
ratios  and  rear  wing
ang les .  The  c lose
proximity  of  wal ls
means  that  even  a
small  misalignment  in
the steering wheel can
end  a  session.  Thus,
the Monaco Grand Prix
track map is not just a
visual reference—it is a
tool for survival.

Navigation
Challenges:
Elevation,
Camber, and Grip

W h a t  t h e  M o n a c o
Grand  Prix  track  map
cannot  fully  convey  is
the  physical  sensation
of driving it. The circuit
has  a  vertical  drop  of
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over  40  meters  from
the  highest  point  at
Casino  Square  to  the
lowest  at  the  tunnel
exit. This creates areas
where the car becomes
lighter,  such  as  over
the  crest  before  the
Grand  Hotel  Hairpin.
The  track  surface  is
often bumpy and offers
varying  grip  levels,
especially  after  rain
washes  away  rubber.
The  map  shows  the
street  furniture,  but
drivers must memorize
where manhole covers
and  pa in ted  l i nes
s i t—these  can  be
slippery.

A n o t h e r  h i d d e n
challenge is the narrow
width. At its narrowest,
the track is only about
7 meters wide (at  the
Loews  Hairpin).  The
track  map  highlights
how  the  walls  come
r ight  to  the  edge ,

leaving  no  margin  for
error.  Drivers  must
place their  cars  within
centimeters  of  the
barriers  to  achieve  a
fast lap. This is why a
detailed  understanding
of  the  Monaco  Grand
P r i x  t r a c k  m a p  i s
essential;  it  al lows
drivers  to  visualize
each corner's apex and
exit radius, even before
they  set  foot  on  the
circuit.

Historical
Evolution of
the Monaco
Grand Prix
Track Map

The Monaco Grand Prix
t r a c k  m a p  h a s
undergone  several
modifications  since  the
first  race  in  1929.  The
original  layout  was
longer  and  included  a



hairpin at the port, but
it  was  shortened  and
made safer  over  time.
The  most  significant
change  came  in  1952
with the introduction of
the current chicane at
the swimming pool and
the  removal  of  the
railway  crossing.  In
1973,  the  chicane  at
the  Nouvelle  (formerly
the Tabac corner) was
added  to  slow  cars
exiting the tunnel. The
track map in the 1980s
saw the addition of the
Rascasse hairpin, which
was previously a faster
left.

More  recently,  the
harbor  area  has  been
reshaped  to  include  a
more  p ronounced
Piscine  complex,  and
the pit lane entry was
moved  to  improve
safety.  Each  alteration
a p p e a r s  o n  t h e
historical  track  map,

showing how the circuit
has adapted to modern
F1  while  retaining  its
classic  character.  The
current map, approved
by the FIA, ensures that
the  race  remains  a
challenging  and  iconic
event.

How Fans Use the
Monaco Grand
Prix Track Map

For  spectators,  the
Monaco  Grand  Prix
track map is a vital tool
for  planning  viewing
spots.  Because  the
circuit  is  so  confined,
only certain areas offer
good views of multiple
corners.  Fans  often
study the map to locate
grandstands,  general
admission  areas,  and
hospitality  suites.  The
most  popular  vantage
points  inc lude  the
Grandstand  at  the
start/finish  line,  the  K-
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s e c t i o n  n e a r  t h e
Nouvelle  Chicane,  and
the  elevated  terraces
at  Casino Square.  The
track  map  also  helps
fans  identify  where  to
catch drivers on the pit
w a l k ,  w h i c h  i s  a
h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e
weekend.

Digital  versions  of  the
Monaco  Grand  Prix
track  map  are  widely
used  in  apps  and  on
the  official  F1  website.
They include live timing
updates  and  show
sector  splits,  allowing
fans  to  fo l l ow  the
action in real time. For
esports  enthusiasts,
the map is essential for
v i r tua l  rac ing ,  as
iRac ing  and  other
simulators recreate the
c i rcu i t  wi th  laser-
scanned  accuracy.
Understanding  the
map's  nuances—like
t h e  b l i n d  e x i t  o f

Portier—can  improve
lap  times  significantly.

Safety
Consideration
s Reflected in
the Track
Map

The Monaco Grand Prix
t r a c k  m a p  a l s o
h igh l i gh ts  sa fe ty
features  that  have
b e e n  a d d e d  o v e r
decades.  Runoff  areas
a r e  v i r t u a l l y
nonexistent;  instead,
the  circuit  relies  on
Tecpro  barriers  and
steel  guardrails.  The
m a p  s h o w s  t h e
l o c a t i o n s  o f  a l l
m a r s h a l s '  p o s t s ,
medical  centers,  and
extraction  points.  In
recent years, additional
runoffs were created at
Sa in te  Dévo te  by
moving  the  barriers



slightly  back,  though
the track map indicates
that  space  remains
very  limited.  The  pit
lane entry and exit are
particularly  hazardous
areas,  marked  clearly
on the map to remind
drivers  of  the  speed
differential.

The strict  enforcement
o f  t r a c k  l i m i t s  i s
another  aspect  visible
on the map. White lines
define  the  track  edge,
and any wheel over the
l ine  can  result  in  a
penalty. At corners like
M i r a b e a u  a n d
Rascasse, the kerbs are
high  and  aggressive,
designed  to  punish
corner  cutting.  The
map helps race officials
d e t e r m i n e  w h e r e
sensors  and  cameras
should  be  placed  to
m o n i t o r  t h e s e
boundaries.  Overall,
the Monaco Grand Prix

t r a c k  m a p  i s  a
testament to balancing
tradition  with  modern
safety requirements.

Conclusion

The Monaco Grand Prix
track map is  far  more
than a simple diagram;
it is a blueprint for one
of  the  most  thrilling
and  demanding  races
in the world. From the
slow,  tortuous hairpins
to  the  h igh-speed
tunnel,  every  corner
tells a story of risk and
reward.  Whether  you
a r e  a  d r i v e r
memorizing  braking
points,  a  strategist
planning a pit stop, or a
f a n  c h o o s i n g  a
grandstand,  the  track
map  is  your  essential
companion. Its intricate
layout has remained a
constant  challenge
through  decades  of
change,  proving  that
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even  a  short  street
circuit can offer endless
fascination. As Formula
1 continues to  evolve,
the Monaco Grand Prix
track  map  will  remain
an  iconic  symbol  of

motorsport  heritage,
inviting  everyone  to
explore  its  famous
curves  and  test  their
understanding of racing
perfection.


