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Game Of Thrones Season 1
Family Tree

Introduction: Why the Game of
Thrones Season 1 Family Tree Matters

When  Game  of  Thrones  first  aired  in  2011,  viewers
were thrust into a sprawling, intricately woven world of
political intrigue, ancient grudges, and ambitious power
plays.  At  the  very  heart  of  this  universe  lies  the
concept  of  lineage.  Understanding  the  Game  of
Thrones  Season 1  family  tree  is  not  merely  an
exercise  in  memorizing  names—it  is  the  key  that
unlocks every alliance, every betrayal, and every claim
to the Iron Throne. Season 1 meticulously establishes
the  foundational  families  whose  fates  become
inextricably linked. From the frozen North to the sun-
baked South, the blood ties and rivalries introduced in
these ten episodes set  the stage for  the epic  conflicts
that  follow.  This  guide  provides  a  comprehensive
breakdown of the major houses and their connections
as  they  appear  in  the  first  season,  offering  clarity  for
both new viewers and devoted fans looking to solidify
their knowledge.



The Great Houses of Westeros: An
Overview

Westeros is ruled by a feudal system where power is
concentrated in the hands of a few great dynasties.
The  Game of  Thrones  Season  1  family  tree  is
dominated  by  the  Stark,  Lannister,  Baratheon,  and
Targaryen families, with the Tullys, Arryns, Greyjoys,
and  Martells  playing  crucial  supporting  roles.  Each
house carries a distinct sigil, words, and a history that
shapes their actions. Season 1 focuses heavily on the
Stark family in Winterfell and the Lannister family in
King's  Landing,  while  the  Baratheon  dynasty  sits
uneasily on the Iron Throne. The Targaryens, though
exiled, loom large as a returning threat. Understanding
how these families are related—by blood, marriage, or
sworn oath—is essential to grasping the motivations of
characters  like  Ned  Stark,  Cersei  Lannister,  and
Daenerys  Targaryen.

The Starks of Winterfell: The Pillars
of the North

Eddard "Ned" Stark and Catelyn Stark

The Stark family tree begins with Lord Eddard Stark,
the Warden of the North, and his wife, Catelyn Tully.
Their marriage, arranged after the death of Ned's elder
brother Brandon, forged a vital alliance between the
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North and the Riverlands.  Ned is  a  man of  honour,
deeply rooted in the traditions of his house, and his
unwavering sense of duty drives the central narrative
of Season 1. Catelyn, though born a Tully, becomes a
true  Stark,  fiercely  protective  of  her  children  and  her
husband's legacy. Together, they represent the moral
backbone  of  the  series,  and  their  family  dynamic
provides the emotional core of the season.

The Stark Children: Robb, Sansa, Arya,
Bran, and Rickon

Ned  and  Catelyn  have  five  children,  each  of  whom
plays  a  significant  role  in  the  Game  of  Thrones
Season  1  family  tree.

Robb Stark – The eldest son and heir to
Winterfell. At sixteen, he is poised to become a
leader, and Season 1 sets up his transition from a
young man to a commander forced to make
impossible decisions.
Sansa Stark – The eldest daughter, who dreams
of knights, songs, and a life at court. Her
engagement to Prince Joffrey Baratheon is a
political tool, and her journey through Season 1 is
one of painful disillusionment.
Arya Stark – The tomboyish younger sister who
rejects traditional ladyhood. Her bond with her
father and her friendship with the butcher's boy,
Mycah, plant the seeds of her future
independence.



Bran Stark – The curious second son whose life
is forever altered when he stumbles upon a
secret he was never meant to see. His fall from
the tower is the catalyst for the entire Stark-
Lannister conflict.
Rickon Stark – The youngest child, still a toddler
in Season 1. While he has little dialogue, his
presence completes the family unit, and his
future becomes a point of contention in later
seasons.

Jon Snow: The Bastard of Winterfell

No discussion of  the Game of Thrones Season 1
family tree is complete without Jon Snow. Presented
as Ned Stark's illegitimate son, Jon lives in the shadow
of his "trueborn" siblings. Season 1 follows his decision
to  join  the  Night's  Watch,  forsaking  any  claim  to
Winterfell. His relationship with his father and his half-
siblings,  particularly  Arya,  is  complex  and poignant.
The  mystery  of  Jon's  true  parentage—hinted  at
throughout  the  season—is  one  of  the  series'  most
enduring  questions.  His  place  in  the  family  tree  is
deliberately ambiguous, and his departure to the Wall
sets him on a path that diverges sharply from his Stark
kin.

The Lannisters of Casterly Rock:
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Lions in the Court

Tywin Lannister: The Patriarch

Though  Tywin  Lannister  does  not  appear  in  King's
Landing  until  later  in  the  series,  his  influence
permeates every scene involving his children. As the
head of House Lannister, he is the wealthiest and most
feared lord in Westeros. Tywin's obsession with legacy
and his  disdain  for  weakness shapes the actions  of
Cersei,  Jaime,  and  Tyrion.  In  Season  1,  his  off-screen
presence  is  a  constant  reminder  of  the  Lannisters'
power, and his decision to send Tyrion to the capital
sets events in motion.

Cersei, Jaime, and Tyrion: The Lion's
Children

The Lannister siblings are the most entangled in the
political  web  of  Season  1.  Cersei  Lannister  is  the
queen, married to King Robert Baratheon, but her true
loyalty lies with her twin brother, Jaime. Their secret
relationship is the foundation of a massive deception
that threatens the entire realm. Jaime, a member of the
Kingsguard,  is  a  skilled  swordsman  with  a  callous
streak.  Tyrion,  the dwarf,  is  the family's  intellectual
outcast,  underestimated by his father and sister but
possessing a sharp wit and hidden depths. The Game
of  Thrones  Season  1  family  tree  highlights  the
tension  between  these  three,  as  their  competing



ambitions and hidden truths begin to unravel.

Joffrey, Myrcella, and Tommen: The
"Baratheon" Heirs

In  Season  1,  Joffrey  Baratheon  is  presented  as  the
eldest son of King Robert and Queen Cersei. Myrcella
and Tommen are the younger siblings. However, the
audience learns through the series that all three are
actually the children of Cersei and Jaime, making them
Lannisters  by  blood.  This  incestuous  secret  is  the
central  conspiracy  that  Ned Stark  uncovers,  leading
directly to his downfall. Joffrey's cruel nature, Myrcella's
sweetness,  and  Tommen's  innocence  are  all
established early on, making their eventual fates all the
more impactful.

The Baratheons of Storm's End: The
Royal Dynasty

King Robert Baratheon

Robert Baratheon is the king at the start of Season 1,
having claimed the Iron Throne through conquest after
the rebellion that ended the Targaryen dynasty. He is a
former warrior,  now grown fat  and disillusioned.  His
marriage to Cersei Lannister is a political arrangement,
and his love for Ned Stark's sister, Lyanna, still haunts
him. Robert's family tree includes his brothers, Stannis
and Renly, both of whom harbour their own ambitions.
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His  relationship  with  his  "children"  (in  truth,  his
nephews  and  niece)  is  distant,  and  his  reign  is
crumbling under the weight of debt and deception.

Stannis and Renly Baratheon

Stannis Baratheon, the elder brother, is introduced in
Season 1 as the Lord of Dragonstone. He is a stern,
unyielding man who believes he is the rightful heir to
the  throne.  Renly  Baratheon,  the  youngest,  is
charismatic  and  popular,  serving  on  Robert's  small
council.  Both brothers are childless in Season 1, but
their claims to the throne become central to the War of
the Five Kings that erupts later. The Game of Thrones
Season 1 family tree  shows the Baratheon line as
fractured,  with  no  clear,  legitimate  heir  following
Robert's death.

The Targaryens: The Exiled
Dragonlords

Viserys and Daenerys Targaryen

Across the Narrow Sea, the last surviving members of
the  Targaryen  dynasty  plot  their  return.  Viserys
Targaryen, the self-styled "Beggar King,"  is  arrogant
and abusive, believing he is entitled to the throne his
father lost. His sister, Daenerys, is the central figure of
this  storyline.  Sold  in  marriage  to  Khal  Drogo,  the
leader of the Dothraki, Daenerys begins Season 1 as a



frightened girl and ends it as a emerging leader. Their
family tree is sparse—only the two siblings remain—but
their  lineage  is  ancient  and  powerful.  Daenerys's
pregnancy  and  the  hatching  of  her  dragons  at  the
season's end signal the return of magic and the birth of
a new Targaryen dynasty.

Rhaegar Targaryen: The Ghost in the
Lineage

Though he died years before the events of Season 1,
Rhaegar Targaryen is a pivotal figure in the family tree.
His alleged abduction (or elopement) with Lyanna Stark
sparked Robert's Rebellion. His children, Rhaenys and
Aegon,  were  brutally  murdered  during  the  sack  of
King's Landing. Rhaegar's legacy casts a long shadow
over  the  entire  season,  influencing  Ned's  memories,
Robert's bitterness, and Daenerys's sense of destiny.
The Game of Thrones Season 1 family tree would
be incomplete without acknowledging the tragic prince
who set the world ablaze.

The Tullys of Riverrun: The River
Lords

Catelyn Stark's family, the Tullys, are the lords of the
Riverlands.  Her  father,  Hoster  Tully,  is  ageing  and
unwell. She has a sister, Lysa Tully, who is married to
Jon Arryn, the Hand of the King before Ned. Lysa's role
in  Season  1  is  revealed  through  letters  and  her
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eventual  flight  from  King's  Landing.  Her  son,  Robert
Arryn, is a sickly boy. The Tully family tree is essential
for understanding the alliances of the Riverlands, as
Catelyn's brother, Edmure Tully, becomes a key figure
in the wars to come. The Tully connection binds the
Starks to the south and provides strategic depth to the
Stark cause.

The Arryns of the Eyrie: The Keepers
of the Vale

The death of Jon Arryn, the late Hand of the King, is the
mystery that sets the entire plot of Season 1 in motion.
His wife, Lysa Tully, retreats to the Eyrie with their son,
Robert Arryn. The family tree here is small, but crucial.
Lysa's paranoia and her relationship with Petyr Baelish
(Littlefinger)  are hidden forces that  manipulate events
in  King's  Landing.  The  Arryns'  isolation  in  the  Vale
means they remain largely neutral  in Season 1, but
their potential for power is significant.

The Greyjoys of the Iron Islands: The
Rebels of the West

The Greyjoys are introduced briefly in Season 1. Balon
Greyjoy, Lord of the Iron Islands, is a bitter man who
lost  his  rebellion  against  Robert  Baratheon  years
earlier. His children include Theon, who is taken as a
ward by Ned Stark and raised alongside Robb. Theon's



status as a hostage


