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Biology Prefixes
And Suffixes
Worksheet

Introduction:
Unlocking
the Language
of Life

Imagine  walking  into  a
biology  classroom  and
hear ing  te rms  l i ke
m i t o c h o n d r i a ,
p h o t o s y n t h e s i s ,
h o m e o s t a s i s ,  o r
endothermic. For many
students,  these  words
sound  l ike  a  foreign
language—and in a way,
they  are.  Biology,  the
study of life, has its own
vocabulary  built  largely

from  Greek  and  Latin
roots. The good news is
that once you learn the
key building blocks, you
can  decipher  unfamiliar
terms  with  confidence.
This  is  exactly  where  a
Biology  Prefixes  And
Suffixes  Worksheet
becomes  an  invaluable
tool.  It  transforms  what
feels  like  memorizing  a
dictionary into a logical,
puzzle-solving  exercise.
In  this  article,  we  will
explore  why  mastering
these  word  parts  i s
essential  for  students,
how  worksheets  make
the process effective and



engaging,  and  how  you
c a n  u s e  t h e m  t o
a c c e l e r a t e  y o u r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
biological  science.

Why Biology
Prefixes and
Suffixes
Matter

Every scientific  discipline
has its own lexicon, but
biology  is  particularly
rich in compound terms.
C o n s i d e r  t h e  w o r d
hypotonic.  If  you  know
t h a t  hypo -  m e a n s
"under" or "below," and -
tonic relates to "tension"
or  "pressure,"  you  can
immediately  understand
that hypotonic refers to a
solution with lower solute
concentration. This same
logic applies to hundreds
of terms. By internalizing
common  prefixes  and
suffixes,  students  move

b e y o n d  r o t e
m e m o r i z a t i o n  a n d
develop  the  ability  to
analyze  new  words  on
the  spot.  A  Biology
Prefixes  And  Suffixes
W o r k s h e e t
systematically  reinforces
these  connect ions,
b u i l d i n g  a  m e n t a l
framework that supports
long-term  retention  and
deeper comprehension.

Boost Vocabulary
Retention

When  you  learn  a  prefix
like  bio-  ( l i fe)  and  a
suffix  like  -logy  (study
of),  you  can  instantly
understand  biology .
Worksheets  that  pair
these  word  parts  with
examples  help  cement
them in memory through
repetition  and  context.
Rather  than  studying
isolated  words,  you  see
patterns.  This  approach
is  far  more efficient  than
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trying to memorize each
term individually.

Improve Exam
Performance

Standardized  tests  and
classroom  exams  often
inc lude  un fami l i a r
terminology.  Students
who have practiced with
a Biology Prefixes And
Suffixes  Worksheet
can  break  down  those
terms logically, reducing
anxiety  and  improving
accuracy.  This  skill  is
especially  valuable  in
timed  settings  where
every  second  counts.

Develop Scientific
Literacy

B e y o n d  g r a d e s ,
understanding  word
parts  fosters  genuine
scientific  literacy.  It
empowers  students  to
read  research  articles,
follow science news, and
communicate  more

effectively  about
biological  concepts.  This
foundational  knowledge
extends well beyond the
classroom.

Common
Biology
Prefixes You
Should Know

To get  the  most  out  of
any  Biology  Prefixes
And  Suffixes
Worksheet,  it  helps  to
star t  w i th  the  most
frequently  occurring
prefixes. Below is a list of
essential  prefixes,  their
meanings, and examples
of  how  they  appear  in
biological terminology.

A-, An- (without,
not): anaerobic
(without oxygen),
asexual (not
involving sex)
Anti- (against,
opposite): antibody



(protein that fights
foreign
substances),
antiseptic (against
infection)
Auto- (self):
autotroph
(organism that
makes its own
food), autosome
(non-sex
chromosome)
Bi-, Di- (two,
double): bipedal
(walking on two
feet), disaccharide
(two sugars)
Bio- (life): biology
(study of life),
biosphere (zone of
life on Earth)
Cyto- (cell):
cytoplasm (cell
material), cytology
(study of cells)
Ecto- (outside,
external):
ectoderm (outer
skin layer),
ectoparasite
(parasite living on

the outside)
Endo- (inside,
within):
endoskeleton
(internal skeleton),
endocytosis (taking
substances into a
cell)
Exo- (outside,
outward):
exoskeleton
(external skeleton),
exocytosis
(releasing
substances from a
cell)
Hetero- (other,
different):
heterotroph
(organism that
consumes other
organisms),
heterozygous (two
different alleles)
Homo- (same):
homologous
(similar structure),
homozygous (two
identical alleles)
Hydro- (water):
hydrolysis
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(breaking down
using water),
hydrophilic
(attracted to
water)
Hyper- (above,
over): hypertonic
(higher solute
concentration),
hypertension (high
blood pressure)
Hypo- (under,
below): hypotonic
(lower solute
concentration),
hypothermia (low
body temperature)
Inter- (between,
among):
intercellular
(between cells),
interphase (stage
between cell
divisions)
Intra- (within):
intracellular (inside
a cell), intravenous
(within a vein)
Macro- (large):
macromolecule
(large molecule),

macrophage (large
eating cell)
Micro- (small):
microorganism
(tiny organism),
microscope (tool
for viewing small
things)
Multi- (many):
multicellular (many
cells),
multifactorial
(influenced by
many factors)
Photo- (light):
photosynthesis
(making food using
light),
phototropism
(growth toward
light)

Essential
Biology
Suffixes to
Master

Just  as  prefixes  give  you
the beginning of a word,



suffixes provide meaning
t o  t h e  e n d .  A  w e l l -
d e s i g n e d  Bio logy
Prefixes  And  Suffixes
Worksheet  will  include
both,  allowing  students
to  combine  them  like
building blocks. Here are
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  suffixes  in
biology.

-cide (killing):
pesticide (kills
pests), herbicide
(kills plants)
-derm (skin,
layer): epidermis
(outer skin layer),
ectoderm (outer
germ layer)
-gen, -genic
(producing,
generating):
pathogen (disease
producer),
carcinogenic
(cancer-causing)
-logy (study of):
zoology (study of
animals), histology
(study of tissues)

-lysis (breakdown,
destruction):
hydrolysis
(breakdown using
water), hemolysis
(destruction of red
blood cells)
-osis (condition,
process): mitosis
(cell division
process), osmosis
(water diffusion
process)
-phage (eater,
destroyer):
bacteriophage
(bacteria eater),
macrophage (large
eater of debris)
-phil, -philic
(loving, attracted
to): hydrophilic
(water-loving),
acidophilic (thrives
in acid)
-phobe, -phobic
(fearing, repelled
by): hydrophobic
(water-repelling),
photophobic
(avoids light)



Biology Prefixes And Suffixes
Worksheet

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Grant & Roland
• The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single page. •

Page 7

-phyte (plant):
epiphyte (plant
growing on another
plant), hydrophyte
(water plant)
-plasm (formed
substance):
cytoplasm (cell
substance),
nucleoplasm
(nuclear
substance)
-pod (foot):
pseudopod (false
foot), arthropod
(jointed foot)
-some (body):
chromosome
(colored body),
lysosome
(digestive body)
-troph
(nourishment,
feeder): autotroph
(self-feeder),
heterotroph (other-
feeder)
-tropic, -tropism
(turning, response
to stimulus):
phototropism

(response to light),
geotropism
(response to
gravity)

How a
Biology
Prefixes And
Suffixes
Worksheet
Works in
Practice

A  t y p i c a l  B io logy
Prefixes  And  Suffixes
Worksheet  is  designed
to  be  interactive  and
engaging.  It  usually
includes several sections
that  build  upon  each
o t h e r .  H e r e  i s  a
breakdown  of  common
worksheet  components
and how they contribute
to learning.



Matching Exercises

Students  match  prefixes
or  suffixes  to  their
meanings.  For  example,
matching bio- to "life" or
-logy  to "study of."  This
simple association is the
first  step  in  building  a
mental  dictionary.

Word
Deconstruction

W o r k s h e e t s  o f t e n
present  complex  terms
l ike  endothermic  or
photosynthesis  and  ask
students  to  break  them
into  parts.  For  instance,
photo-  ( l ight)  +  syn-
(together)  +  -thesis  (to
place) = putting together
with  light.  This  activity
develops  analyt ical
thinking.

Fill-in-the-Blank
Definitions

Us ing  a  word  bank ,
s tudents  comple te

definitions.  For  example:
"An organism that makes
its own food is called an
___."  Answer:  autotroph
(auto-  =  self,  -troph  =
feeder).  This  reinforces
the  connection  between
word parts and meaning.

Build-a-Word
Challenges

G i v e n  a  m e a n i n g ,
students combine correct
prefixes  and  suffixes  to
form  the  appropriate
biological  term.  For
example:  "A  cell  that
eats  other  cells"  might
yield  phagocyte  (phago-
= eat, -cyte = cell). This
c r e a t i v e  e x e r c i s e
solidifies understanding.

Contextual
Reading Passages

S o m e  a d v a n c e d
worksheets include short
p a r a g r a p h s  w h e r e
students  must  identify
and  define  terms  based



Biology Prefixes And Suffixes
Worksheet

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Grant & Roland
• The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single page. •

Page 9

on  the i r  parts .  Th is
m im i c s  r ea l -wo r l d
reading  and  prepares
students  for  textbooks
and  research  articles.

Designing an
Effective

Study
Routine with
Worksheets

To maximize the benefits
of a


