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Teradata Sql
Assistant User

Guide

Introduction to Teradata
SQL Assistant

In the world of enterprise data analytics, Teradata
stands as a powerful platform for managing massive
datasets.  To  interact  with  Teradata  databases
efficiently,  professionals  rely  on  robust  query  tools.
The Teradata SQL Assistant (formerly known as
Teradata QueryMan) is one of the most widely used
graphical  interfaces  for  writing,  executing,  and
managing SQL queries  against  Teradata  systems.
Whether  you  are  a  data  analyst,  database
administrator,  or  a  developer  new  to  Teradata,
understanding how to navigate this tool is essential
for boosting productivity and ensuring accurate data
retrieval.  This  Teradata  SQL  Assistant  User
Guide  will  walk  you  through  everything  from
installation basics to advanced features, helping you
get the most out of your database interactions.



What Is Teradata SQL
Assistant?

Teradata SQL Assistant is a lightweight, GUI-based
client  application  that  connects  to  Teradata
database  systems.  It  allows  users  to  write  and
execute SQL statements, view result sets, manage
database objects, and export data. Unlike heavier
tools like Teradata Studio, SQL Assistant is designed
for quick ad-hoc queries and simple administration
tasks. It supports all major versions of Teradata and
runs on Windows platforms. Key capabilities include
syntax highlighting, query history, object browsing,
and integrated data export to Excel, CSV, and other
formats.

Who Should Use This Guide?

New Teradata users who need a
straightforward tool to start querying.
Database administrators looking for quick
object inspection and basic maintenance.
Data analysts who frequently run reports
and export results.
Developers transitioning from other SQL
environments to Teradata.
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Installing and Launching
Teradata SQL Assistant

Before  you  can  use  SQL  Assistant,  you  need  to
download and install it. The tool is typically included
with  the  Teradata  Tools  and  Utilities  (TTU)
package.  You  can  obtain  the  installer  from
Teradata’s official downloads portal (requires a valid
license or customer access). Follow these steps:

Download the appropriate TTU version for your1.
Windows OS (32-bit or 64-bit).
Run the installer and choose “Custom”2.
installation to select SQL Assistant.
Complete the installation and reboot if3.
prompted.
Launch SQL Assistant from the Start Menu or4.
desktop shortcut.

Note: Ensure you have network connectivity to your
Teradata  system  and  that  the  appropriate  firewall
ports  (usually  1025)  are  open.

User Interface Overview

When  you  first  open  Teradata  SQL  Assistant,  you’ll
see a clean interface divided into several key areas:

Menu Bar: File, Edit, Query, Options, Tools,
Help – standard functions for configuration



and actions.
Toolbar: Quick buttons for connect,
disconnect, execute, stop, and export.
Query Window: The main text area where
you write SQL statements.
Result Pane: Displays query results in a grid
format (bottom half of the window).
Object Browser: (Optional) A tree view of
databases, tables, views, and other objects.
Status Bar: Shows connection status, query
execution time, and row count.

Familiarizing yourself with this layout will speed up
your daily workflow.

Connecting to a Teradata
Database

Connecting  is  straightforward.  Click  the  Connect
button (or go to File > Connect). You’ll be prompted
for:

Session Mode: Usually “Teradata” (default).
User Name: Your Teradata account
username.
Password: Corresponding password.
Account: Optional – use default if not
specified.
System Name (TDPID): The hostname or IP
of the Teradata server.
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After entering credentials, click OK. The status bar
will  indicate  “Connected”.  You  can  also  save
connection  profiles  using  the  Profile  option  for
quick  re-connections.

Connection Best Practices

Always use a dedicated read-only account for
ad-hoc queries to avoid accidental
modifications.
If connecting across a VPN, ensure the session
timeout is adequate (set via Tools > Options >
General).
Use the “Test Connection” button if available
(in some versions) to verify before saving a
profile.

Writing and Executing SQL
Queries

Teradata SQL Assistant supports standard Teradata
SQL  syntax,  including  DDL,  DML,  and  utility
commands.  To  write  a  query:

Click in the Query Window and type your SQL1.
statement. For example:
SELECT * FROM MyDatabase.Employees
WHERE DeptId = 10;
Optionally, highlight a specific portion of the2.
query (if you only want to execute part of a



script).
Press F5 or click the Execute button (green3.
triangle).
Results appear in the grid below. You can sort4.
columns by clicking headers, or resize
columns.

Using Multiple Query Windows

You can open multiple tabs by clicking File > New.
This  is  useful  for  comparing  different  queries  or
working  on  separate  tasks  simultaneously.

Query Cancellation

If a query takes too long, click the Stop button or
press Ctrl+Break. The server may still process the
request, but the tool will stop receiving results.

Exploring the Object
Browser

The  Object  Browser  (found  under  View > Object
Browser)  provides  a  hierarchical  view  of  the
Teradata  database  catalog.  You  can  browse
schemas (databases), tables, views, macros, stored
procedures, and more. Right-click an object to see
options  like  Select  Top 100  (to  quickly  sample
rows),  Show  DDL  (view  object  definition),  or
Properties .  This  feature  is  invaluable  for
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understanding  table  structures  without  writing
metadata  queries.

Refreshing the Browser

After creating or modifying objects, right-click the
database node and select Refresh to see updates.

Exporting Query Results

One of SQL Assistant’s strengths is its easy export
functionality. After executing a query, you can:

Export to CSV: Click File > Export Results >
CSV. Choose delimiter and encoding.
Export to Excel: Select Export Results >
Excel (xls or xlsx). Note: large datasets may
be slow.
Export to HTML/Clipboard: Copy results
directly to paste into emails or documents.

You can also schedule exports using scripts, but that
requires  additional  configuration  through  Teradata
Scheduler  (not  part  of  SQL  Assistant).

Importing Data (Basic)

While SQL Assistant is primarily for queries, you can
perform  simple  inserts  by  loading  a  text  file  with
comma-separated values.  Use the File > Import



option to map file columns to a table.  However,  for
large-scale ETL, consider using Teradata FastLoad or
BTEQ.

Advanced Features and Tips

Syntax Highlighting and Auto-
Completion

SQL Assistant  highlights  keywords,  functions,  and
strings. It does not have full auto-completion (like
modern IDEs), but you can enable “Quick Assist” in
Options to suggest table/column names as you type.
This  feature  can  speed  up  query  wr i t ing
significantly.

Query History

Go to View > Query History to see past queries with
timestamps. You can re-execute or copy them. This
is useful for troubleshooting or revisiting work.

Using Parameters in Queries

You  can  define  substitution  variables  by  including
&&variablename  in  your  SQL.  Before  execution,
SQL  Assistant  will  prompt  you  for  values.  For
example:
SELECT  *  FROM  Sales  WHERE  Year  =
&&Year;
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Keyboard Shortcuts

F5 – Execute current query.
Ctrl+E – Execute highlighted text.
Ctrl+N – Open new query window.
Ctrl+W – Close current window.
Ctrl+Shift+C – Comment/Uncomment
selected lines.

Common Errors and
Troubleshooting

Even a well-designed tool can present issues. Here
are frequent problems and solutions:

“Unable to connect to server” – Check
network, firewall, and ensure the TDPID is
correct. Test with Telnet or Ping.
“Query runs forever” – Your query may be
inefficient or locking occurs. Use Explain Plan
before executing (right-click in query window
> Explain).
“Result set truncated” – Under Tools >
Options > Formatting, increase the maximum
rows returned (default is usually 5000).
“Object not found” – Ensure you are
connected to the correct database and that
the object exists. Check case sensitivity:
Teradata is case-insensitive by default, but
quoted identifiers preserve case.



Comparison with Other
Teradata Tools

Teradata SQL Assistant is not the only query tool
available. Some users may choose:

BTEQ: A command-line tool for scripting and
bulk operations. More powerful but less visual.
Teradata Studio: A full IDE with advanced
editing, profiling, and visualization. Heavier
and requires Java.
Third-party tools: DBeaver, Toad for
Teradata, etc. These often have richer
interfaces but may lack native optimization.

Teradata  SQL  Assistant  User  Guide  typically
recommends SQL Assistant for quick ad-hoc queries
and for users who prefer a simple, no-fuss interface.

Best Practices for Using
Teradata SQL Assistant

Always Explain your queries. Use F91.
(Explain) to see the execution plan before
running resource-intensive operations.
Set reasonable row limits. Avoid pulling2.
millions of rows at once; use TOP or SAMPLE
clauses for exploration.
Use Transactions wisely. By default,3.
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Teradata commits each statement
automatically. Be careful with DML (insert,
update, delete) – consider using BT; ET;
Blocks in BTEQ or explicit BEGIN
TRANSACTION if supported.
Save your work often. SQL Assistant does4.
not auto-save query text. Use File > Save As
to store .sql files.
Leverage macros and stored procedures.5.
If you run the same queries frequently, ask
the DBA to create a macro or view.

Customizing the
Environment

You can tailor SQL Assistant to your preferences:

Fonts and Colors: Tools > Options > Editor
tab – change font size, syntax colors.
Default Editor Behavior: Set line numbers,
tab size, and word wrapping.
Result Grid Options: Change row height,
column width display, and how NULL values
appear.

Security Considerations

When working with sensitive data, ensure you:

Never store passwords in connection profiles



that others can access.
Use encrypted connections if your Teradata
system supports SSL (configure via Tools >
Options > Security).
Log out of sessions when leaving your
workstation.

Conclusion

Mastering  the  Teradata  SQL  Assistant  User
Guide


