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The Da Vinci Code Series Order

Deciphering the Robert
Langdon Saga: A Guide
to The Da Vinci Code
Series Order

When Dan Brown released The Da Vinci
Code  in  2003,  it  didn't  just  become  a
bes tse l l e r—i t  became  a  g loba l
phenomenon. The novel sparked debates,
inspired tourism, and introduced millions
of  readers  to  the  world  of  symbologist
Robert Langdon. However, many readers
are surprised to learn that The Da Vinci
Code  is  actually  the  second  book  in  a
series.  If  you  are  looking  to  read  the
books  in  the  cor rec t  sequence ,
understanding the accurate The Da Vinci
Code  series  order  is  essential  for  a
cohesive reading experience. This guide
will walk you through the complete list of
Robert Langdon novels, covering both the
publication order and the internal timeline
of the story.

Why The Da Vinci Code Series
Order Matters

While  each  Robert  Langdon  novel
functions as a standalone thriller, reading
them in the intended order enriches the
experience. Dan Brown weaves recurring
themes,  character  development,  and
subtle  references across  the books.  For
instance,  Langdon's  backstory,  his
relationship with certain institutions, and
his  evolv ing  wor ldv iew  are  best
appreciated  when  you  fol low  the
sequence  f r om  the  beg inn ing .
Additionally,  the  The  Da  Vinci  Code

series order reveals how Brown’s writing
style  and  narrative  complexity  have
evolved over time. Starting with Angels &
Demons—the  first  Langdon
novel—provides context for  later  events
and  introduces  key  characters  like
Maximilian Kohler and Vittoria Vetra, who
are referenced in subsequent books.

Publication Order vs.
Chronological Order

Before diving into the list, it is important
to distinguish between the order in which
the books were published and the internal
chronology of the story. The books were
not released in chronological order, which
can  lead  to  confusion.  The  publication
order of the series is as follows:

Angels & Demons (2000)1.
The Da Vinci Code (2003)2.
The Lost Symbol (2009)3.
Inferno (2013)4.
Origin (2017)5.

However,  the  chronological  order  of
events within the story matches this same
sequence. Angels & Demons takes place
before  The  Da  Vinci  Code,  which  is
followed  by  The  Lost  Symbol,  then
Inferno,  and  finally  Origin.  So,  for  this
series,  the  publication  order  and  the
chronological  order  are  the  same.  That
makes following the The Da Vinci Code
series order straightforward—you simply
start  with  the  first  book  and  work  your
way  forward.



Book 1: Angels & Demons
(2000)

Although The Da Vinci  Code  made Dan
Brown  a  household  name,  Angels  &
Demons is where it all began. This novel
introduces Robert Langdon as a Harvard
professor of symbology who is summoned
to  the  CERN  research  fac i l i ty  in
Switzerland. A mysterious murder and the
theft of a powerful antimatter weapon set
Langdon on a race against time through
the streets of Rome and Vatican City. The
story  delves  into  the  ancient  conflict
between  science  and  religion,  featuring
the  Illuminati,  a  secret  brotherhood
thought  to  have  been  ext inct  for
centuries.

Reading  Angels  &  Demons  first
establishes  Langdon’s  character—his
intellect,  his  sense of  morality,  and his
willingness  to  challenge  established
institutions.  It  also  introduces  his
relationship  with  the  Catholic  Church,
which  becomes  a  recurring  theme
throughout the series. For anyone serious
about  experiencing  the  The  Da  Vinci
Code  series  order  properly,  starting
with this novel is non-negotiable.

Book 2: The Da Vinci Code
(2003)

This is the book that changed everything.
The Da Vinci Code picks up with Robert
Langdon in Paris, where he is drawn into a
complex conspiracy involving the Priory of
Sion, the Holy Grail, and a centuries-old
secret protected by the Catholic Church.
The  novel  moves  at  a  breakneck  pace
from the Louvre Museum to the streets of
L o n d o n ,  b l e n d i n g  a r t  h i s t o r y ,
cryptography,  and  religious  intrigue.  It
became an international sensation, selling
over  80  million  copies  worldwide  and
spawning a major film adaptation starring
Tom Hanks.

In the context of the The Da Vinci Code
series  order ,  this  book  deepens
Langdon’s  character  and  introduces
Sophie  Neveu,  a  cryptologist  who
becomes  a  significant  figure  in  his  life.
The events of this novel also have lasting
repercussions that are referenced in later
books. If  you read this before Angels &
Demons, you will still enjoy it, but you will
miss  the  subtle  character  development
that  comes  from  seeing  Langdon’s
journey  from  the  beginning.

Book 3: The Lost Symbol (2009)

After the global success of The Da Vinci
Code, Dan Brown took six years to release
the  next  installment.  The  Lost  Symbol
brings Langdon back to the United States,
specifically to Washington, D.C. The story
involves the discovery of a severed hand
in the Capitol Building, a Masonic secret,
and  a  madman  who  bel ieves  that
Langdon  holds  the  key  to  unlocking
ancient wisdom. The novel explores the
history of Freemasonry, the architecture
of the nation’s capital, and the concept of
noetic science.

This book is notable because it grounds
the  series  in  American  history,  offering  a
contrast to the European settings of the
previous novels. For readers following the
The Da Vinci Code series order,  The
Lost  Symbol  fee ls  l ike  a  natura l
evolution—Langdon is older, more wary,
but  still  driven  by  intellectual  curiosity.
The  novel  also  sets  up  themes  that
reappear in the later books, particularly
the  tension  between  science  and
mysticism.

Book 4: Inferno (2013)

Dan Brown drew inspiration from Dante
Alighieri’s epic poem The Divine Comedy
for the fourth novel in the series. Inferno
opens with Robert Langdon waking up in
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a hospital in Florence, Italy, with partial
amnesia. He has a strange object in his
jacket  and  finds  himself  hunted  by
assassins.  As  he  pieces  together  his
recent actions, he uncovers a plot by a
brilliant  scientist  to  solve  the  world’s
overpopulation crisis—using a plague.

The novel is a tour de force of art history,
cryptography,  and  ethical  dilemmas.
Langdon traverses Florence, Venice, and
Istanbul,  following  clues  hidden  in
Botticelli’s map of hell. Inferno is arguably
the  darkest  book  in  the  series,  dealing
with  themes  of  mortality,  population
control,  and  the  consequences  of
unchecked human expansion. In the The
Da Vinci Code series order, this book
represents a turning point where Langdon
is forced to confront the limits of his own
morality.

Book 5: Origin (2017)

The most recent installment in the series,
Origin,  addresses  two  of  the  biggest
questions  humanity  has  ever  asked:
Where do we come from, and where are
we going? The story is set in Spain, where
Langdon’s friend, futurist Edmond Kirsch,
prepares to announce a groundbreaking
scientific discovery that will challenge the
foundations  of  religion.  Before  he  can
make  his  revelat ion  publ ic,  he  is
assassinated,  and  Langdon  must  piece
together the clues to deliver the message.

Origin  takes  Langdon  through  the
architectural  wonders  of  Barcelona,
Madrid, and Bilbao, including the Sagrada
Família  and  the  Guggenheim  Museum.
The  novel  pits  science  against  religion
once  again,  but  this  time  with  a  more
nuanced approach. For readers who have
followed the The Da Vinci Code series
order from the beginning, this book feels
like  a  culmination—a  final  confrontation
between  the  forces  that  have  shaped

Langdon’s world since Angels & Demons.

Are There Any Short
Stories or Spin-Offs?

Dan Brown has also written a few shorter
works  related  to  the  series.  Harvard
Square  is  a  short  story  that  provides
addit ional  background  on  Robert
Langdon, though it is not essential to the
main  plot.  Additionally,  there  is  a
children’s  book  titled  Wild  Symphony,
which is unrelated to the Langdon series.
For the most part, the core novels form
the complete The Da Vinci Code series
order,  and no spin-offs are necessary for
understanding the story.

The da Vinci Code Film
Adaptations and Series
Order

The  film  adaptations  have  their  own
order,  which  mirrors  the  books.  The
movies  starring  Tom  Hanks  as  Robert
Langdon include:

The Da Vinci Code (2006)
Angels & Demons (2009)
Inferno (2016)

Interestingly,  the  film  adaptation  of  The
Lost Symbol was released as a television
series  on  NBC  in  2021,  with  a  different
actor,  Ashley  Zukerman,  playing  a
younger Robert Langdon. This series, also
titled  The  Lost  Symbol,  predates  the
events of The Da Vinci Code in the show’s
timeline. For fans of the movies, watching
them in  release  order  makes  the  most
sense, but for the most coherent narrative
experience,  the  The  Da  Vinci  Code
series order  of  the books remains the
gold standard.



Tips for New Readers of
the Series

If you are new to Dan Brown’s work, here
are some suggestions to maximize your
enjoyment  while  following  the  The  Da
Vinci Code series order:

Start with Angels & Demons: Do
not skip it. It provides essential
background and introduces the tone
of the series.
Read sequentially: Even though
each book can stand alone, reading
them in order allows you to see how
Brown’s writing evolves and how
Langdon matures.
Keep a map handy: Brown’s
descriptions of real-world locations
are incredibly detailed. Having
access to maps of Rome, Paris,
Florence, or Barcelona can enhance
the reading experience.
Be open to the mix of fact and
fiction: Brown blends historical
facts with fictional conspiracy
theories. The fun is in the
blend—not in taking everything as
literal truth.
Pay attention to the epilogue:

Dan Brown often includes an
author’s note at the end of his
books, clarifying which elements
are real and which are invented.
These notes are worth reading.

Conclusion: Embrace the
Journey

The  Rober t  Langdon  se r ies  i s  a
remarkable  achievement  in  popular
fiction.  Dan  Brown  managed  to  create  a
character who is both an intellectual and
an action hero, navigating the worlds of
art,  religion,  and  science  with  equal
aplomb. By following the The Da Vinci
Code series order, you give yourself the
gift  of  a  coherent,  rewarding  narrative
that builds on itself with each installment.
Whether you are reading for the first time
or  revisiting  the  series,  starting  with
Angels & Demons and moving forward in
publication  order  will  ensure  that  you
experience the story as it was meant to
be  told.  The  puzzles,  the  chases,  the
revelations—they  all  fit  together  like
pieces of a grand puzzle.  And with this
guide, you now have the keys to unlock
the entire adventure.


